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Abstract

Although it is difficult to reach the definitive opinion of Mulla Sadra in the
field of anthropology, and sometimes one has to reach the "judgments" of
his point of view from among theological "similarities”, there is no doubt
that he has considered "corresponding” authorities for man both in the arc
of descent and in the arc of ascent. with the difference that its "arc of
descent" has an ontological aspect and its "arc of ascent” has an
epistemological aspect. However, the purpose of this article is only to
discover his definite point of view regarding "human positions in the arc of
descent”. Therefore, in the first step, an attempt has been made to explain
the difference between "manifestation” and "Incarnation” in addition to a
basic discussion, and then to obtain a correct understanding of the degrees
of manifestation of Hazrat Haqg from Mulla Sadra's point of view. The
findings of this article are proof of the fact that Mulla Sadra, according to
principles such as "Pantheism”, "simplicity of existence™ and "Preception of
the unity in multiplicity”, has not only assigned four dimensions to
Samadi's existence in the arc of descent. Rather, corresponding to that, for
the type of human (or great man) as a manifestation of the manifestations of
the Prophet Haqq, he has achieved the four statuses of "theological man",
"Constraint and The all-mighty man", "regal man" and "property man", and
he considered the partial soul of each person and his partial body to be
respectively related to the two areas of "regal man" and "property man™ of
the great man.

Mulla Sadra, human, human authorities, descending arc, levels of existence, four
authorities
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Extended abstract

Mulla Sadra, as one of the most prominent Islamic philosophers and indeed the world, has expressed
significant ideas in various philosophical fields, including ontology and anthropology, under the title
of transcendental wisdom. In the field of ontology, he believes in four levels of existence in the state
of descent and four levels in the state of ascension. On the other hand, he also considers positions and
degrees for humans before worldly emergence and after death. The main question of this research is
whether it is possible to establish a meaningful relationship between the levels he considered for
existence and the levels he considered for humans?

It goes without saying that it is difficult to reach Mulla Sadra's definitive opinion in the field of
anthropology, and sometimes one must reach the solidity of his view through verbal contradictions.
The aim of this article is only to discover his definitive view regarding "the positions of man in the arc
of descent and life before and during the natural world."

Its importance is also due to the fact that, given his extraordinary position in the flow of Islamic
philosophy and wisdom, discovering his definitive opinion can be a great help to those interested in
his views.

The present article is a fundamental research with a problem-oriented approach and, with the help
of content analysis and combined with the study and analysis of the written works of Mulla Sadra and
some commentators of his works, attempts to, in the first step, examine the stages of the descent of the
principle of existence from the essence of the Almighty God in the realms of existence and, in the
second step, carefully examine the stages of the descent of man as one of the manifestations of
absolute existence, to reach his existential positions and statuses.

The findings of this article are as follows:

1. In the field of ontology, based on his belief in the unity and simplicity of existence, he has
considered the existence of four worlds, which are: "theology, reason, example, and nature"
(Mulla Sadra 1981: 6/277; Hamo, 1984b: 464)

1. 1. Theology: In the stages of revelation, it refers to the supreme position of divine divinity
(i.e., the essence, names, and attributes) that is devoid of quantity, value, measure, and the
properties of the material world.

1. 2. The world of reason: In it, the truths of all possible entities of the Self are manifested in the
form of general scientific concepts, the existence and essence of God (Mulla Sadra, 1360:
1/260; Hamo, 1981b: 2/445; Hamo, 1984a: 35).

1. 3. The world of example: In it, all the general concepts and possible essences of the world of
reason find an abstract form of matter in the form of many souls and personal unity (Mulla
Sadra, 1981: 9/366).

1. 4. The world of nature: In the final manifestation, those many heavenly souls who can find
the dignity of material appearance find a material appearance (Mulla Sadra, 1984b: 338).

2. Corresponding to these four levels of existence, he has considered four positions for man in the
arc of descent, which are: "divine man", "powerful man", "divine man" and "civilized man":

2. 1. Divine man: What he means by divine man is that God has infinite attributes in His
essence, and one of these infinite attributes is "knowledge".

Since God has general knowledge of His essence and finds Himself, He will have detailed
knowledge of all the aspects of His existence (Mulla Sadra, 1987: 6/118).

Mulla Sadra elevates the relationship in existence from causality to essentiment.

Considering that the effected always has a scientific presence with its cause, the realization of a
partial human being in the next worlds is evidence that in divine knowledge, such a being has been
realized in a scientific form that has been partially manifested (1981: 8/134).

2. 2. The Man of Power: At this stage of descent, the general truths of possible beings are
realized. Intellectual forms such as the form of an angel, the form of a jinn, and the fixed
form are all categories of potential beings, including the intellectual form and truth of man.
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2. 3. Heavenly or Exemplar Man: At this level, the divine manifestation from the world of
intellect to the world of examples takes place, the light of the Almighty God finds multiple,
partial, physical manifestations, such as the partial souls of individual angels, the partial
souls of individual jinn, the partial souls of individual animals, and in general, all beings that
have the dignity of finding such partial, physical manifestations. The partial and multiple
souls of humans also manifest separately at this level.

It is clear that by accepting the realization of partial souls in the world of heaven and examples, he
is freed from his famous claim that partial souls are “physically real.” Hence, he ultimately, by
departing from his previous claim, believed in the primacy of partial souls to the extent that he claimed
that the belief in the primacy of partial souls over bodies is “a necessary and undeniable Shiite belief”
(Mula Sadra, 1982: 239; Hamo, 1981: 9/195).

2. 4. The earthly man: The final manifestation of the Almighty is the manifestation of the
human exemplary soul into the material world. The single truth of man, after having found a
partial heavenly soul in the world of heaven (example) and having a certain soul with the
characteristics and effects specific to the world of spirits and the numerical unity of the soul,
this single truth in its final state has acquired a earthly appearance and the earthly partial
man, with the effects of a personal body, appears in a philosophical partial unity and, with
the blessing of the body, is added to the characteristics of the single man in the final step.

The list of sources mentioned in the detailed summary are:
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by Sayyid Jalal al-Din Ashtiani, Second, Mashhad:al Markaz al jameii lelnashr.
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