The University:df Tehran Press

FALSAFEH

Online ISSN: 2716-974X

https://jop.ut.ac.ir

A Comparing the Concept and Phenomenological Function of Intuition of

Essence According to Descartes and Husserl

Abdolreza Safari™

Associate Professor, Department of Islamic philosophy and theology, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran. Email:

a.safari@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

Article Type:
Research Article

(99-121)
Avrticle History:

Receive Date:
30 December 2024

Revise Date:
06 April 2025

Accepte Date:
20 April 2025

Published online:
09 February 2026

Keywords:

Abstract

This article, based on a descriptive-analytical method, focuses on the
phenomenological role and function of intuition of essence in Descartes and
Husserl. Although the author introduces intuition as a common methodological
process in the phenomenology of Descartes and Husserl, he observes clear
differences between them in terms of the working components in the category of
intuition. By making a necessary distinction between the mental actions of intuition
and deduction, Descartes considers intuition to be merely the creator of immediate
intrinsic self-evidence and worthy of the basis of the philosophy of certainty. In
order to go beyond the certainty resulting from the self-evidence of immediate
intuition, Descartes resorts to the categories of time and memory. But since
memory lacks the capacity to guarantee the indisputability of intuition from the
"present” to the "past” or "future", it resorts to the concept of God, or in fact, the
doctrine of the entry of divinity into history, to guarantee the temporal continuity
of the immediate indisputability of the intuition of the "I". However, for Husserl,
intuition depends primarily on the intentional aspect, and without the basis and
foundation provided by intuition, it is not possible to achieve a certain basis for
phenomenal knowledge. By adopting a completely new approach, Husserl tries to
obtain the intrinsic indisputability of intuition, contrary to Descartes' wish, not
from the divine intellect, but from the transcendental ego or subjective objectivity,
which is the existential condition of objects. Therefore, he places "imagination™ at
the center of the intuition of essence, and by introducing new concepts, he
completes intuition by defining it as an epistemological decision and responsibility,
the coherence of essence, and the continuity of the ego of transcendence.
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1. Introduction and Problem design

Intuition and intuition of essence are considered the central concepts of the Cartesian system and
Husserl's philosophy. Around these central structures emerge, which, although they bring these two
thinkers closer to a common doctrine, at the same time give rise to significant differences between
them. Descartes should be considered the originator of an approach based on the function of intuition.
The idea of intuition is a type of activity resulting from the function of reason, which is devoid of any
doubt due to its clarity and distinction. Accordingly, in the third rule of the book of Rules, he believes
that even deductive reasoning is appropriate to intuition. There is a gap of about two hundred and fifty
years between the presentation of Descartes' views and Husserl's. During this period, many critics and
philosophers criticized and examined Descartes’ phenomenological intuitional method. The
rationalism and empiricism after Descartes were formed under the influence and even against his
ideas. Rationalists, while emphasizing rational and innate principles and concepts for intuition,
expressed their differences with him. He tried to specify the limits of phenomenal cognition by
emphasizing the role of experience. Despite obvious differences, Edmund Husserl revived the
phenomenological method with Descartes' goals, namely "rigorous scientific philosophy", about three
centuries after Descartes. His phenomenological method emerged as a new epistemological method
after a long struggle over the possibility of knowledge and the manner of cognition, its absolute or
relative nature, and the sources of knowledge. Husserl's transcendental phenomenology, despite its
somewhat similar approach to the analytical thinking of Frege and Russell, was in a way a competitor
to this thinking. Because although the analytical approach dealt with the logical and mathematical
analysis of concepts and phenomena of the world, Husserl emphasized the possibility of direct
knowledge without presuppositions and founded another type of subjectivism, in a sense,
transcendental idealism. In phenomenological thinking, which is considered a kind of "method", direct
confrontation with phenomena and the negation of any presuppositions and placing the existence of
everything in parentheses, that is, epoche, were considered. Therefore, in this type of approach, the
issue is not determining the limits of knowledge, but rather the extent to which self-consciousness can
reach intrinsic and in-itself evidence. Therefore, the goal of this approach is not to decipher a world in
which various talents and actualities are embedded in its essence. Rather, our encounter with the world
leads to a more substantial and intrinsic knowledge of ourselves and, through that, to a knowledge of
others. The point of reliance of this method cannot be evaluated by conventional and natural criteria,
but is based on the human self, that is, his self-awareness as the pure self or transcendental ego. This
"self" does not trust or rely on anything other than itself and is considered free and liberated.

2. Area of the research

The title of one of Husserl's works, Cartesian Reflections, is considered to be an introduction to
phenomenology by adopting a phenomenological approach, the starting point of Husserl's
transcendental phenomenology. In this book, Husserl presents five reflections in the same Cartesian
manner. Although Husserl specifically mentions the movement that Descartes started and is the
introduction to the new movement of phenomenology as Descartes' fundamental work, the rest of this
book has no resemblance to Descartes' reflections. Because there are several fundamental differences
between Husserl and Descartes: First, unlike Descartes, the number of Husserl's reflections is five.
However, the structure of Cartesian reflections includes six reflections. Secondly, the main support of
Husserl's reflections is on the pure ego and transcendental self-consciousness. Thirdly, only a small
part of the fifth reflection deals with the intersubjective problem, that is, the proof of the other ego and
the social realm of egos, and most importantly, with the life of the world. In other words, Husserl
wants to return a person to the same pre-reflective lived experience and the world of life free from
philosophical presuppositions and the method of causal explanation. In this work and some other
works, such as Ideas and the Crisis of European Sciences, he deals with Descartes' perspective and his
influence on philosophy. Husserl's attention to Descartes and Plato in this book and the book The
Crisis of European Sciences has distinguished him from some phenomenologists after him, such as
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Heidegger. Husserl considers Plato as a fundamental philosopher, but Heidegger considers Plato to be
far removed from the main goal pursued by early philosophers such as Anaximander, Heraclitus and
Parmenides. For Husserl, the new phenomenological movements are indebted to Descartes. But from
Husserl's perspective, Cartesian system could not fully show the main elements of this discovery and
quickly went from | think to my own being and the being of the world and God and deviated from its
path. Now it was Husserl who had to complete Descartes' work. Husserl tried to actualize all the
possibilities that were hidden in the Cartesian | think and that he could not fully extract. Philosophy as
a precise and exact science was one of Descartes' main goals, and Husserl wanted to bring Descartes'
effort to fruition. Thus, a common goal can be seen between the two. Husserl believed that Descartes,
unlike Plato, used mathematics as an example for philosophical knowledge in its specific sense.
According to Husserl, Plato also sought certainty in philosophy, but it was Descartes who, considering
the structure of the "ego” and the subject of consciousness, established the basis of a philosophy that
led to efficient and undoubted results. Therefore, according to Husserl, the only thing that has
philosophical importance in the true sense in Descartes' philosophy is I think and the cogito, which can
be relied on to achieve the goal of philosophy as a certain science. Thus, the author's intention in this
article is to examine the phenomenological function of intuition in the approach of philosophy as a
certain science according to both of them, through an epistemological analysis of intuition from the
perspectives of Descartes and Husserl.

3. A brief summary of the research results

This article examines and analyzes the concept and phenomenological function of intuition in
Descartes and Husserl. From Descartes' perspective, intuition is based on the concept of presence. He
tried to abstract this presence from time. In the Cartesian system, the God of time is the sustainer of
the inherent self-evidence of intuition. The important function of intuition, which relies on presence
and based on the doctrine of point-orientedness for Descartes, is that this presence determines the life
of the individual here and now. To achieve this function, Descartes trusts God. Therefore, based on
trust in God's righteousness, the coherence of my consciousness in the past and present is guaranteed.
But on the other hand, for Husserl, the coherence of the ego and the pure I, in other words, the
transcendental subject, is introduced as the guarantor of the self-evidence of intuition. And in this way,
he tries to overcome the crisis of science. Husserl trusts the | (ego) and the coherence of consciousness
is justified through the "I". The central function of the transcendental subject is that the flow of
intrinsic intuitional clarity coordinates time as a whole and removes it from a common and common
time like the past that is dependent on memory. This time therefore becomes subjective time. Thus, as
a result of the transcendental subject being placed at the center of Husserl's intuitionism,
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