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Abstract

In this paper, I aim to demonstrate what the construct of God means in Heidegger’s
thought, how it relates to the structure of fundamental ontology, and in what way—
given Heidegger’s principal claim in his critique of metaphysics as onto-theology—it
leads to failure and self-subversion, thereby rendering his philosophical "turn™ both
necessary and justifiable. The inquiry proceeds in three stages: first, an interpretation
of Heidegger’s critique of the metaphysical construct of God as pure presence, under
which the self-referential and reflective structure of presence reduces the sameness of
Being and intellect to their equality. Second, an interpretation of the construct of God
based on temporality, as developed in Heidegger’s pre-turn understanding of
temporality as the Clearing (Lichtung) and origin of ontology. By positing existential
sameness in the structural unity of Dasein’s existence as temporality, Heidegger
remains entangled in the reflective model of pure presence. Thus, for him, the
construct of God retains validity and meaning only within the realm of faith, not
philosophy. The third part explores the failure of existential sameness and the
necessity of Heidegger’s transcendence —after the turn— from temporality as the
origin of ontology toward the precedence of the Clearing over Dasein, and the
resulting transformation in his understanding of divinity.
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Extended Abstract

This study seeks to elucidate, through a focus on the notions of “phenomenological construction” and
“existential sameness” (existenziale Selbigkeit) within Heidegger’s fundamental ontology, the inner
necessity of Heidegger’s Kehre—the “turn” in his thought—on the basis of the internal implications of
his own philosophical project. By clarifying this necessity, the paper simultaneously shows how this
transformation in Heidegger’s thinking entails a shift in his understanding of the divine. More
precisely, it aims to explain how, within the necessity of the Kehre, Heidegger’s position moves from
a phenomenological construction of God—presupposing a kind of fideistic approach—to an
acknowledgment of the absolute precedence of the divine origin, understood through the priority of
the Clearing (Lichtung) over Dasein.

The central claim of this paper is that the concept of existential sameness occupies a pivotal role in
the structure of Being and Time. If this concept is understood in its full significance, it becomes
apparent that Dasein occupies a position in which the origin of its openness to beings—and hence the
condition for its ecstatic structure—is reflectively grounded within Dasein itself. In this configuration,
Dasein turns toward itself in order to be ecstatic and open to the horizon of Being of beings. This self-
directedness, though situated at the existential rather than cognitive level, reintroduces a reflective
circularity as the structure of Dasein into Heidegger’s attempt to overcome the model of subjectivity
based on reflective self-consciousness. As a result, the ontological difference, the Clearing, and the
horizon of encounter are all ultimately founded within Dasein itself. Thus, Dasein’s openness is
explained, once again, in a reflective manner.

In Being and Time, Heidegger explicitly refers to this self-directed structure of Dasein as
“existential sameness”, and even as ‘“existential solipsism”, grounding upon it both Dasein’s
wholeness (Ganzsein) and its freedom. The fundamental experience through which Dasein finds itself
as open to the world is rooted in the primordial finding (Befindlichkeit) that Dasein, in being open to
the world, turns toward its own ecstatic openness and thereby attains its “sameness,” that is, its
wholeness. The argument developed in this paper is that such a structure—while constituting the core
of Heidegger’s existential analytic—nonetheless stands in tension with his original intention to
overcome the reflective model of subjectivity. Heidegger’s ambition was to interpret subjectivity not
as self-consciousness or as the reflective unity of the ego cogito, but as ecstatic existence grounded in
the openness of Dasein. Yet, as this study argues, the very structure of existential sameness reinstates,
at an existential level, the reflective approach he intended to surpass.

The focal point of the argument is that any understanding of the ecstatic structure presupposes the
priority of the horizon. The horizon—as the Clearing as the open region of encounter—must precede
the ecstatic intentionality of Desein toward beings. However, within fundamental ontology, Heidegger
conceives Dasein’s ecstatic existence, its openness to the horizon of the world, as simultaneously the
opening of the horizon itself. The meaning of Dasein’s being—temporality—is thus defined as a
structure that is both ecstatic and horizonal. In this unity of the ecstatic-horizonal structure of
temporality, Dasein’s Being appears as totality, as the wholeness of possibilities or the ultimate
possibility disclosed in the fundamental experiences of fear and mortality. Yet, within this very unity,
the fundamental criterion of the priority of the horizon over openness is lost, and the analysis
returns—albeit at an existential level—to the reflective model of self-consciousness. As Heidegger
himself remarks, the openness of Dasein (its ecstatic dimension) turns back into the openness
understood as the world-horizon—an element that belongs to Dasein itself. Openness thus becomes
self-directed; it is nothing other than the act of Dasein’s own self-opening. Dasein thereby constitutes
a closed reflective circle, realizing itself as a whole.

It is precisely this situation, the paper argues, that confronts Heidegger with a self-defeating
outcome—one that compels the Kehre. The necessity of the Kehre thus lies in the need to reaffirm the
priority of the horizon and the Clearing over Dasein’s openness, i.e. over the ecstasis of its
temporality. This reconfiguration not only transforms the very foundation of Heidegger’s ontology but
also demands a fundamental rethinking of the place of the divine. In Being and Time, Heidegger
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makes only a single positive reference to God, articulated indirectly through the notion of a
construction based on the temporality of Dasein as “infinite temporality.” The paper discusses in the
first part in detail how Heidegger’s critique of metaphysics—conceived as Onto-theo-logy—entails a
rejection of any metaphysical construction of God as the Absolute Presence. Such a construction,
grounded in the reflective unity of Being and Intellect, underlies the tradition from Parmenides to
Hegel, where Being is conceived as presence, and God as absolute Being and absolute Intellect, and
thus as the reflective structure of Absolute Self-Presence. Heidegger’s critique of this tradition,
however, does not prevent him—especially in his early period—from constructing the meaning of God
phenomenologically, based on the temporality of Dasein. This “phenomenological construction,” as
Heidegger describes it in his lectures surrounding Being and Time, takes projection (Entwurf) as its
method and treats ontology itself as a constructive act. The second part of the paper therefore
reconstructs the trajectory of Dasein’s existential sameness and its wholeness in Being and Time,
while the third part argues that the phenomenological construction of God on the basis of Dasein’s
temporality is itself the product of this reflective structure of existential sameness. With the Kehre—
and with the recognition of the priority of the Clearing over Dasein’s openness—Heidegger abandons
this phenomenological construction. Once the Clearing is understood as prior to and more originary
than Dasein’s temporality, the latter can no longer serve as the ultimate ground of the meaning of
Being. The event of the Clearing, as “Being itself” and as the “truth of Being,” takes precedence over
temporality, which had previously been conceived as the horizon that projects and constructs “Being
of beings”. In this precedence and hiddenness of the Clearing, the withdrawal of the “Last God” (der
letzte Gott)—its refusal to appear—is also grounded.
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