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Abstract

It is well known that essence has different validity. Essence, when considered
externally and mixed with distinguishing accidents, is called mixed essence (bi
Sarti $ei’), and when it is abstracted from external accidents and is considered in the
mind, it is called pure essence (bi $arti 1a). Mixed essence is limited to the outside,
and pure essence is limited to the container of the mind. Essence in the container of
the outside is an external individual, and essence in the container of the mind is an
essence described as an universal that can apply to many individuals. However,
these two validities require a third validity that is free from external and mental
constraints. The scholars named the latter validity absolute essence (1a bi Sart) and
have placed it in a position the source of division (magsam) for the two parts
(gism) mentioned. Absolute essence is essence that is non-conditional on the mind
and external, and it is known as a natural universal. Then, there has been a dispute
as to when the third validity or absolute validity can be placed as the source of
division. Therefore, they have distinguished between two meanings of the absolute
and has divided 1a bi $art into a partial (12 bi Sarti gqismi) and divider (1 bi Sarti
magsamt) and finally the essence 1a bi Sarti magsamt is interpreted as a natural
universal (kullt-i tabtt). This article attempts to address the misunderstanding that
has arisen in Avicenna's thought regarding the essence 1a bi Sart and to show that
the essence 1a bi $art in the sense of a divider (magsam) and essence 1a bi $art in the
sense of a natural universal cannot coincide, and where the error that has arisen for
the scholars of the view originates.

Avicenna, absolute essence (la bi Sart), nature (physical nature), nature
(metaphysical nature), universal nature, validity
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Introduction

absolute essence is a nature that is free from all constraints and conditions. What is meant by this
liberation? And how can essence and nature be free from objective and subjective constraints? In the
first chapter of the Fifth book of The Metaphysics of the Healing (1363: 158-169), Avicenna states that
we validate nature or essence unconditionally. He repeatedly points out that we have considerate this
foundation; a validity that he calls the second intention or the second attention. Our validation,
because we are us, is the validation of individuals with reason and thought, and whatever this
validation is, it is the result of the intention of the mind, and this intention is the constituent of that
validation. Let’s assume that separate the constituted (constitutum) from its constituent
(constitutivum). Will the constituted remain without the constituent and not perish? Just as it is
impossible to separate a real particular from the part that constitutes it, how can something that is itself
a valid thing be emptied of its validity and disregard its validity and intentionality? On the other hand,
if the purpose of our taking and validating is our mental intention and fabrication, the characteristic of
mentality also penetrates this validity and makes it a mental or conceptual matter. In this case, validity
of the nature does not give us more than a concept. Therefore, according to Avicenna’s phrase,
essence or nature can arise in external and can be abstracted from the personalizer accidents and enter
the container of the mind and find a universal aspect. Hence, essence is divided according to the
container in which it is placed. One kind of essence in the external container, which is called mixed
essence (bi Sarti $ei’) and another kind of essence in the container of the mind, which is called pure
essence (bi Sarti 1a). Finally, the mind considers essence as the divider (magsam) of the two and
validates the absolute essence (1a bi Sart). Therefore, it seems that the easiest way and the most correct
thing is to call Avicenna’s the nature 13 bi $art a divider (magsami) essence or an absolute essence and
to make the way for the natural universal concept. So, we will examine this optimism and easy-going
thinking to ensure its correctness. Etienne Gilson is among those who have commented on this subject
and made Avicenna’s 1a bi Sart essence a psychological explanation and called it a kind of
psychological illusion and said that 12 bi Sart cannot not exist while being “non esse” (lays) and are
either in the intellect or in objects. Motahhari also explained that while the 1a bi Sart does not exist in
the mind or oexternal, it is essentially an abstraction of the mind and is subjective, and this abstraction
is the result of the amazing power of the mind. However, if 12 bi $art is the result of the abstraction of
the mind, it is included in the concept and becomes the content of the primary essential predication
(hamli awwali-e zati) proposition become, and the other two types (mixed and pure essence) are also
predicated by the common technical predication (hamli-e $ayi-e sana’l) on essences. As a result, a pure
concept is considered. But neither being illusional nor being conceptual the 1a bi $art essence can
fulfill the goal of metaphysics, which is to explain the unity of existence and thought. To solve this
difficulty, we pay attention again to the words of Avicenna, who explained his meaning of the 1a bi
Sart essenece as follows: “if we are asked about ‘horseness’ [in connection with] the two terms of what
is contradictory (for example, “Is ‘horseness’ A, or it is not A?”) the answer would only be negation
for whatever thing there is — not [however] that the negation comes after ‘inasmuch as’, but [rather]
before ‘inasmuch as’. In other words, it must not be said, “’horseness’ inasmuch as it is ‘horseness’ is
not A,” but “inasmuch as it is ‘horseness’, it is neither A nor anything else”. (Avicenna, 2005: 5, 1:
149-150). In the light of this meaning, the 1a bi Sart essence is no longer divider (magsam), nor a
universal nature, nor an essence by primary predication, but the 1a bi sart essence is the metaphysical
center of the unity of fixity and affirmation, of mind and object. In fact, the difficulty of the 1a bi Sart
essence lies in that which we see it predicate or divider.in this attitude the definition (hadd) according
to logic or the pure essence (bi $arti 1) that exists in the soul and the definition according to existence
or mixed essence (bi Sarti Sei’) that exists external are considered to be prior to the absolute essence or
the 12 bi Sart essence. The consequence of this precedence is that the two aforementioned definitions
are determined on the side of the mind and the object and, since imagine of each calls up the imagine
of the other, they are mutual correlatives. This is where the well-known categorical relation comes into
play. The two definitions mentioned are the mixed essence and the pure essence, which are mutual
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correlatives and allow the absolute essence to find the position of a categorical relation. This was in
fact Farabi's understanding, according to which the absolute or 1a bi Sart essence is called the natural
nature, which is the subject of sciences. However, such an approach is ontic and opens the door to
natural sciences, while the absolute essence, which is an essential non esse (essential none-existence),
in addition to its ontic encountering with the world, also has an ontological confrontation with it.
Therefore, contrary to what the predecessors and Farabi said, the universal nature in the ontic
interpretation is actually a partial 12 bi $ar (qismi), not a divider one (magsami), and a divider 12 bi
Sart (1a bi Sarti magsami) has an ontological aspect. Therefore, it was Avicenna who, by understanding
these difficulties, revealed the pre-predicable position of the 1a bi $art essence, which Mirdamad also
referred to it some extent later, and presented a metaphysical interpretation of it. Avicenna considered
the 1a bi Sart essence to be pre-predicable, that is, neither an essential predicate (primary predicate) nor
an accidental predicate (common predicate), and made it equivalent to the metaphysical fosis or
metaphysical nature, according to which the pre-predicable and metaphysical determination of nature
or essence is the unity of fixity and affirmation, mind and object, and unites the dual meaning of
existence in Al-Farabi's thought in a fundamental unity. Thus, the validity, taking, and intentionality in
the clause of the absolute essence considered by Avicenna do not return to the power of abstraction
and abstraction of the mind and do not have a subjective, mental, and personal aspect, or worse,
according to the fatal misunderstanding of Gilson and others like him, do not arise from a
psychological illusion, but rather, as we have seen, its sign must be sought in the ontological and
metaphysical sphere. Philosophy inevitably goes beyond original nature and common sense, raising
the level of human understanding to a level beyond general consciousness, and in this process,
familiarizes man with the boundaries of higher education.
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