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Abstract

Light in Iranian intellectual traditions appears as a multilayered ontological
principle that shapes truth, inner transformation, and the emergence of meaning.
Using Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics, this study examines the structure of
luminous ascent in Mithraism, Suhrawardi’s Illuminationism, and Khosrowanian
wisdom, focusing on how light structures the seeker’s movement toward
understanding. The methodology draws on interpretive analysis of philosophical
and mystical texts, study of pre-Islamic light-centered traditions, and examination
of luminous symbolism in Iranian—Islamic visual culture. The findings indicate a
shared pattern of inner transformation across the three traditions: planetary
initiation in Mithraism, ascent to the Eighth Climate and the encounter with the
Crimson Archangel in Illuminationist thought, and the manifestation of Farr-e Izadi
as a sacred radiance that marks existential readiness in Khosrowanian wisdom.
Farr-e Izadi emerges not as a mythic motif but as an interpretive event revealing
the seeker’s capacity for truth. Through the lens of Gadamer’s concept of horizon,
light becomes the condition for meaning to unfold-an experiential field where
understanding appears rather than something constructed by the subject. Thus, the
Iranian luminous tradition can be understood as an interpretive system in which
meaning arises through participation in the luminous order of being and remains
open to contemporary hermeneutic reflection.
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Problem Articulation

In the post-secular landscape, modern humanity confronts a twofold estrangement: alienated by
modernity’s reductive empiricism and unsettled by pre-modern dogmatism’s static absolutes
(Gadamer, 2004). In response to this disorientation, the question reemerges: can symbolic ontologies
from antiquity guide renewed engagement with meaning and presence? Iranian luminous traditions-
from Mithraic cosmologies to Suhrawardi’s metaphysical architecture-offer more than myth; they
articulate ontological grammars rooted in light as both the ground of being and the axis of return
(Corbin, 1971; Nasr, 1987). Despite their depth, these traditions remain underexplored within
contemporary philosophical hermeneutics. This study addresses that gap by proposing saliik-i ntirani
(luminous ascent) not as abstract mysticism, but as a structure of existential transformation and
meaning-disclosure. Here, light is examined not merely symbolically but as the very condition of
intelligibility and becoming (Suhrawardi, 1993: 108; Widengren, 1951: 96). In this framework, Farr-e
Izadi-the divine radiance in Khosrowanian thought-is reinterpreted not only as sacred legitimation but
as an ontological marker of inner readiness: a luminous event within the seeker that signals receptivity
to truth. Thus, luminous ascent becomes a dynamic process, merging metaphysics with hermeneutics
to form a living grammar of participation, presence, and spiritual emergence.

Research Significance

This research holds both methodological and philosophical significance. Iranian light cosmologies
represent an intricate synthesis of ethics, metaphysics, and aesthetics (Boyce, 1982), offering an
experiential ontology wherein light acts not as metaphor but as the grammar of being itself (Nasr,
1993). The study contributes to Gadamerian hermeneutics by extending dialogical interpretation to
non-Western metaphysical systems, showing tradition as a participatory horizon rather than a static
archive (Gadamer, 2004: 295). Through this lens, texts such as Hikmat al-Ishraq and Mithraic ritual
symbology reveal luminous ascent (saliik-i niirani) as an existential process of unveiling. Rather than
treating light as symbolic ornamentation, the study repositions it as ontological substance, mediating
both knowledge and being (Suhrawardi, 1993: 154). In Mithraism, the soul’s passage through seven
spheres culminates in solar rebirth (Ulansey, 1989), while in Suhrawardi’s cosmology, ascent toward
nir al-anwar reflects intensifying illumination (Corbin, 1993: 112). These structures unify cosmology,
epistemology, and sacred anthropology into a single metaphysical axis. Architectural elements like
domes and visual forms in epics such as Haft Khan (Ferdowsi, 1997; Nezami, 2002) echo this
ontological rhythm. Within the Khosrowanian system, Farr-e lzadi-the divine radiance-does not
merely sanctify but awakens latent readiness for transformation. This luminous trajectory aligns with
Gadamer’s hermeneutic circle (Gadamer, 2004: 293), wherein understanding unfolds through the
interplay of part and whole, self and tradition. Saliik-i niirani thus emerges as a culturally embedded
model of spiritual becoming,bridging myth, philosophy, and metaphysical participation.

Central Question

At the heart of this inquiry lies a fundamental hermeneutic challenge: How might the structure of saltik-i
nirani-the luminous ascent in lIranian spiritual traditions-be reconfigured through the lens of Gadamerian
philosophical hermeneutics? The investigation asks whether light can be approached not only as a
metaphysical metaphor but as a condition of ontological openness, enabling both self-transformation and
the emergence of meaning. How does the symbolic journey from darkness into light-so central to Mithraic
rites, Suhrawardi’s illuminationism, and the Khosrowanian reception of Farr-e lzadi,parallel the
hermeneutic event of understanding as fusion of horizons (Gadamer, 2004: 308)? Sub-questions explore
the implications of abandoning the ideal of the dispassionate interpreter. What occurs when the seeker of
knowledge becomes existentially implicated in the very tradition it engages? Through comparative
analysis, the study demonstrates that the ascending ontological stages in Suhrawardr’s hierarchy of lights
and the celestial initiations in Mithraism echo the movement of interpretive self-reconstitution in
Gadamer’s thought. In this light, Farr-e Izadi appears not only as a sacred sign but as a transformative
horizon, an inner illumination that both invites and conditions hermeneutic participation.
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Philosophical Methodology

This research utilizes Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics as its primary framework, emphasizing
concepts such as  pre-understanding  (Vorverstdndnis), the  fusion of  horizons
(Horizontverschmelzung), and the historicity of understanding. Texts are not read as closed archives,
but as dialogical horizons that require participation and co-constitution (Gadamer, 2004: 270). The
study conducts close readings of primary sources, including Hikmat al-Ishraq, Mithraic inscriptions,
and Persian philosophical narratives. It also interprets symbolic architecture (e.g., domes, mugarnas),
ritual patterns (sevenfold purification), and visual motifs (illumination in miniatures) as hermeneutic
phenomena-texts in their own right (Chelkowski, 1975; Beck, 2006). By synthesizing textual and
visual-symbolic elements, the research demonstrates how ascent is mapped both ontologically and
semantically, where movement through space, color, and form reflects existential transformation.

Analytical Findings
The findings reveal that luminous ascent operates through a triadic schema: purification (ethical
refinement), unveiling (epistemic encounter), and return (ontological integration). This tripartite
movement-encoded in Mithraic initiation rites, Suhrawardi’s metaphysical cosmology, and Persian
literary structures-functions as a universal model of transformative understanding (Ulansey, 1989;
Corbin, 1993). The interpreter, like the initiate, is shaped by iterative encounters with symbolic and
ontological horizons. The recurrence of the number seven-manifest in planetary gates, architectural
domes, and literary epics-serves as a metaphysical logic for gradual enlightenment, resonant with the
hermeneutic spiral (Nezami, 2002). Light emerges not merely as a semiotic signifier but as an
ontological mediator: both the condition and destination of truth. Within this schema, the concept of
Farr-e Izadi assumes a pivotal role, particularly in Khosrowanian philosophy. It represents the first
divine radiance manifest in the worthy seeker, signaling the readiness to ascend. Farr is thus not
simply a symbol of divine favor, but a precondition for participation in luminous transformation .
Beyond textuality, sacred architecture embodies metaphysical ascent through spatial hierarchies.
Layered domes, axial illumination, and ascending mugarnas enact a material choreography of spiritual
elevation (Ghirshman, 1964; Nasr, 1993). This sensory-spatial movement aligns with Gadamer’s
thesis that understanding is grounded in our being-in-the-world (Gadamer, 2004: 262). Color also
functions as metaphysical intensity. Gold, lapis, and crimson in miniatures and shrines do not mimic
natural light but invoke its presence symbolically. This chromatic saturation enacts a luminous
phenomenology, whereby vision becomes active unveiling (Suhrawardi, 1993: 174). Poetic structures-
especially in Nezami and Attar-mirror this tripartite movement. Their protagonists traverse darkness,
attain illumination, and return transformed. Such narratives not only depict ascent but enact it,
affirming Gadamer’s claim that understanding is participatory (Gadamer, 2004: 295). Ultimately,
luminous ascent offers a non-linear temporality of hermeneutics: recursive, embodied, and radiant. It
reconfigures ancient tradition as a living horizon of transformation.

Conclusion

This study finds that the concept of luminous ascent (salitk-i nizrani) in lranian spiritual traditions, when
approached through Gadamerian hermeneutics, transcends symbolic or theological confines and becomes
an existential pathway to understanding. Light is not merely a metaphor but a foundational mode of being,
bridging perception, presence, and transformation. Traditions such as Mithraism, Illuminationist
philosophy, and Khosrowanian wisdom reveal themselves not as static legacies but as interpretive
processes, where both seeker and interpreter evolve through stages of purification, unveiling, and return.
These stages mirror the dialogical structure of hermeneutic engagement, where meaning is not extracted
but lived and embodied. At the heart of this ascent lies Farr-e Izadi, not as a mythic ornament but as an
existential readiness for illumination. It signals the inward capacity to receive and reflect the divine,
anchoring spiritual progression in both cosmology and self-transcendence. Ultimately, luminous ascent
emerges as a living grammar of becoming, where light is not a distant symbol but the very space in which
understanding unfolds, inviting continual renewal of meaning through embodied participation.
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