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Abstract

In Hans Blumenberg's philosophy, metaphor plays a special role. This special role
consists in adding logic to metaphor that in turn giving rise to the logic of
metaphor. In this philosophy, the logic of metaphor emerges from the heart of the
history of concepts (Begriffsgeschichte), traces the path of concept formation, and
ultimately transforms into a fundamental mode of approaching reality. This
fundamental mode of approach is the outcome of the logic of metaphor, which,
through its discussion of the absolute metaphor, distinguishes itself from other
philosophical approaches, such as phenomenology and hermeneutics. The question
is: which critique of the history of concepts makes this logic of metaphor possible?
Answering this question forms an important part of our effort to reveal this logic as
an approach. The critique of the conception of the history of concepts regarding
history makes this possible. Here a radical conception of history emerges,
according to which history cannot be brought into the present because it is
absolutely impassable. This conception of history results from the fact that, instead
of following history as a longitudinal section in the history of concepts, we can also
consider it as a cross-sectional cut. This cross-sectional cut is precisely looking
from the perspective of metaphor and pursuing the path of concept formation. This
cross-sectional cut enables us to discern, in every taking of a stance toward the
world, which negation that stance has incorporated within itself. Blumenberg calls
such work typology and, through it, measures the power of the logic of metaphor
as an approach. Conceptual stance-taking is not the complete and final expression
of reality, but rather the result of a fundamental certitude regarding the human
being's stance toward the world. Ultimately, the logic of metaphor establishes itself
as an approach, with regard to language, in a formulated and distinctive manner
that attends to the excess of language over meaning. This understanding is rooted
in the rhetorical knowledge's comprehension of language.
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Extended Abstract

Metaphorology is a term that can generally be referred to as the discussion of metaphor along with its
long tradition in the science of rhetoric. However, Hans Blumenberg, the contemporary German
philosopher, has proposed a specific meaning of metaphorology and given this term a new turn. This
turn is so significant. Presenting metaphorology as an approach and a fundamental mode of
approximation towards reality is part of the effort to understand the importance of metaphorology's
position.

Metaphorology, or the study of metaphor, in Blumenberg's works is presented with regard to its
important contribution to this matter, namely the absolute metaphor. In other words, Blumenberg's
metaphorology can be read as a discussion of the absolute metaphor, thus having a more limited
purpose within the general history of discussing metaphor. At the same time, this discussion can,
conversely, in the realm of philosophy and metaphysics, influence the entire discourse and pursue an
ultimately comprehensive purpose. This comprehensive purpose can be understood by considering the
relationship between the conceptual language of philosophy and metaphysics and metaphorical
language.

Blumenberg himself considers metaphorology to result from looking at history from a radical
perspective: metaphors have a history in a more "radical" sense compared to concepts. This
entanglement with history is not apparent at first glance, yet it becomes clear by considering the
emergence of another discipline. This other discipline is the history of concepts, with which
metaphorology from its outset positions itself in connection. At the beginning of Paradigms,
Blumenberg sees the relationship of metaphorology to the history of concepts as a "dienst”
relationship. Prior to metaphorology, the discipline of the history of concepts brought the linguistic
consciousness movement and the philosophy of language of the modern era into the discussion of the
language of philosophy and, to understand the structure of this language, resorted to its history. The
history of concepts was the first step for moving out of the circle of concepts and their enclosed terms
towards history, characterized by constant change. This retreat towards history and ultimately towards
life was not exclusive to the discipline of the history of concepts or its discovery. However, the history
of concepts perceived a tension and conflict between rigidified concepts and the accelerated history of
modern life, a formulation Blumenberg had once provided: "Philosophy, upon reaching the final state
of its conceptual formation, will have no acceptable interest in dealing with the history of its concepts
and will lose it." This critique also encompasses the history of concepts itself. According to
Blumenberg, the emergence of the discipline of the history of concepts also cannot endure against this
final state and will ultimately become "obsolete." The history of concepts was a multi-faceted attempt
at reconciliation between history and concept and at transcending the wall between system and history.
Metaphorology leveled a fundamental critique at this discipline and simultaneously established itself
as an approach from within this critique. Here, a radical meaning of history and a meaning of the
absoluteness of metaphors were simultaneously revealed.

According to Ritter in the introduction of the Historisches Worterbuch der Philosophie (Historical
Dictionary of Philosophy), the "state of research” has not yet reached the stage where we can move
towards metaphors in addition to concepts. According to Ritter, any move in the direction of
metaphorology leads to nothing but “collecting a mere selection from the archive of the history of
philosophy and insufficient improvisations." Blumenberg himself does not directly criticize this view;
rather, beyond this apparent critique, he discovers his own position in relation to it. According to
Blumenberg, the importance of the Historisches Warterbuch der Philosophie lies in its way of dealing
with the project of Descartes' conceptual language.

In this introduction, Ritter speaks of an important ideal that is the presupposition of the Cartesian
view, according to which a perfected system of univocal terms brings with it the ideal of complete
understanding. This correspondence is called into question by casting doubt on the universality of
Descartes' conceptual language. A view that places history in the final seat of judgment cannot be
aligned with a Cartesian view. This view pertains to an understanding of language that is constantly
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guided by the idea of systematic expression rather than by relation to a historical tradition. This is the
beginning of Blumenberg's movement from the history of concepts towards metaphorology.
According to Blumenberg, despite Ritter's critique, the discipline of the history of concepts still fails to
establish a balance between history and concept. Blumenberg attempts, through a new
conceptualization, to subject Ritter to a critique that Ritter himself applies to Rudolf Eisler. According
to Blumenberg, Eisler had published a conceptual history based on the ultimate "products” of the era.
In other words, in this historical dictionary of concepts, the clearest and most final definition guiding
the writing of each entry was derived from the empirical science of the day. The same is true as to the
Worterbuch. According to Blumenberg, the importance of Ritter's work is that he does not simply
leave behind the Cartesian ideal within a broader project, but rather doubts the universality of the
Cartesian ideal of conceptual language in philosophy. However, according to Blumenberg, here
everything is to the detriment of history, because the concept of the "products of the era" has not yet
been sufficiently surpassed. Ritter's dictionary is only supposed to deal with conceptual history where
this history is necessary. Here, one must resort to historical experience and reveal the "result” of this
experience for the structural functionality of a concept. Here, there is no remaining difference between
the concept of result and the concept of product in both of Eisler and Ritter. It is as if history still
serves the basic structure of the concept. Serving the basic structure of the concept means that
everything must be placed in the service of the present and its most important products, such as
empirical science. Conceptual history is necessary where it can show us the functionality of a concept.
It seems that for Blumenberg, the concept of result is a sign of a conception that is consistently
detrimental to history.

Metaphorology is introduced as an "auxiliary discipline” for the history of concepts. But this
discipline does not seek to "add" a chapter to the history of concepts or entries to the historical
dictionary of philosophical concepts. On the contrary, here metaphorology calls into question this
entire discipline in terms of its method and seeks to outline the "genetic path of concept creation.”
Here, the field is no longer one of univocal concepts; rather, the univocality and one-sidedness of a
concept signifies a "poverty of the substructure arising from imagination and clues in the lifeworld."

Here, Blumenberg attempts to establish metaphorology as an approach by introducing the concept
of typology and, by considering this seemingly simple concept, to gauge the capacity of
metaphorology. Metaphorology cannot itself be a theory according to current standards, which are the
ultimate product of history. On the contrary, metaphorology seeks to find possible fields of decision.
Metaphorology will here resort to a typology that seeks to understand what has realized itself in
history as a search for scope, capability, and possibility. This decision-making manifests itself at a pre-
conceptual level in images. Images, which are of the kind of absolute metaphors, reveal these fields of
decision because they are flexible enough to explain a situation that is discontinuous or inverted with
the previous time. In every historical decision, metaphorology seeks to clarify which negations this
position entails. Precisely in the deconstruction of the subject as the translator of static equivalents of
the world of fixed ideas, a decision is revealed in which humans choose the image of the cosmos of
ideas instead of the chaotic world. Thus, such an image lies behind conceptual language, and in other
words, this conceptual language itself is the result of a decision we have made in advance regarding
the relationship between the world and humans. In this way, Blumenberg reveals precisely here the
capacity of metaphorology. This capacity lies in the genealogy of conceptual language and,
consequently, of Descartes' philosophy and Husserl's phenomenology.

Here, for metaphorology as an approach, the meaning of the absolute metaphor is revealed.
Absolute metaphors can be invoked each time, and yet these metaphors will never be consumed. In
other words, it is not the case that conceptual language can process the entire treasury of images of the
imagination piece by piece for concepts and consume this treasury to the end. Blumenberg explains
this non-consumability with a linguistic aspect: "The question of what the world in priciple means is
one about which we can least gain definiteness, yet one about which definiteness can never be
attained, and for that very reason we continually attain definiteness about it." These words of
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Blumenberg, without explicit mention of the word "absolute,” describe it. The absolute metaphor is
not consumed, meaning it cannot be translated into a concept, meaning it can be translated each time.

Finally, this approach can be formulated in linguistic terms. Language is more powerful than
thought and preserves the richness of its origin, which is precisely what abstract concepts set aside. In
this understanding of language, it is not that interpretation enriches the text beyond what the author
consciously intended, nor is it that concepts like existence, history, and world are set aside due to their
lack of "precision,” as in speculation in the exact sciences. In this conception, language must always
follow a "preconception,” because language is a fundamental phenomenon that can never be surpassed
and is always more than thinking. This linguistic preconception is always more because it means "the
flood of unknown relations entering the text, which are immeasurable in terms of creativity." Thus,
Blumenberg ultimately distinguishes metaphorology with this linguistic formulation.
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