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1. Introduction

Among the principles of action, the estimative faculty can be considered the most important principle
of action. In Ibn Sina's view, this faculty is the principle of most animal actions, and special human
actions are also performed with the participation of this faculty. In this article, with a comprehensive
look at Ibn Sina's diverse works, after introducing the estimative faculty in Ibn Sina's thought, we try
to present a coherent picture of the role of estimation in action, and at the end, we point out the
ambiguities and incoherences of his thought in this issue.

In Ibn Sina's view, the estimative faculty is a material faculty that is located in the whole brain,
especially in the middle of it. This faculty can perceive particular imperceptible meanings such as
particular fear, particular harm, particular enmity, and particular love. It also can perceive percetible
meanings without the activity of sensory perceptive faculties; For example, the estimative faculty can
consider honey that has been seen before to be sweet. Although the estimation of humans and animals
are material and similar in the mentioned characteristics, human estimation has acquired new
properties due to its association with intellect.

Ibn Sina introduces estimation as one of the perceptual principles of action. This faculty imagines
the action before doing it. Then, through the perception of action’s benefits or harms, appetite or anger
is aroused by appetitive faculty or irascible faculty. Estimation can be perceived through the merciful
inspirations of God, a way similar to experience, similarity, the need for physical faculties, and the use
of universal meanings, and based on that, an action can be considered a beneficial or harmful action,
and desire or anger can be formed accordingly.

According to Ibn Sina's statements about the perception of the estimative faculty, particular
perception of harm or benefit by estimation does not need to be a judgment, but estimation can find
something beneficial or harmful through conceptual perception. This perception is completely similar
to sensory perception. Just as we see grass as green before we have the judgment that "the grass is
green”, the estimation of the sheep finds the wolf harmful without having the judgment that “the wolf
is harmful”

Ibn Sina's point of view about the image-eliciting propositions and the discipline of poetics, his
interpretations of the perception of estimation as the principle of action, his interpretations of the
behavior of animals, and a reason from the author are proofs of the possibility of the conceptual
perception of the estimative faculty and the formation of desire or anger as a result. It seems that
estimation perception in animals is only conceptual, and in humans, in addition to conceptual
perception, judgment is possible.

Another role of estimation as the perceptual principle of the action is using the imaginative faculty.
The estimation uses this faculty for its perceptions and the perceptions of the practical intellect.
Estimation in humans can produce constant false statements. These false propositions that are in the
field of immaterial affairs can be dogmatic. In addition, estimation can be the source of some
emotional qualities and these emotional qualities are effective in action. For example, emotional
qualities such as hope, despair, desire, fear, etc. are caused by estimation. Estimation with its specific
pleasures can also play a role in action to the extent that some diseases that have a great impact on
human action are caused by incorrect pleasures of estimation.

Estimation can mediate the effect of physical states and diseases on the action and its principles.
Some diseases, such as melancholia, change the state of the brain and its pneuma, causing a change or
creating belief and thought in humans. In general, whatever affects the state of the brain, especially in
the middle, can affect the activity of estimation and consequently on the action. Bad ideas,
unreasonable fears, perception of non-existent forms and meanings, such as perceiving oneself as a
king, wild animal, devil, jinn, and tools, speaking what is not proper, considering good what is not
good, hope for what should not be hoped for, and like them, are among the effects of diseases and
physical condition that play a role in action due to estimation.



Ibn Sina on The Role of The Estimative Faculty in Action 39

The estimative faculty can make a person capable of influencing the outside of his body directly. By
strengthening the estimation and will, man can extend the scope of his actions beyond his body and
influence things outside his body. Ibn Sina considers a type of witchcraft, unusual actions, and sore
eyes as such. Estimation, in all its effects and roles, needs to be accompanied by other perceptive
faculties and especially imaginative faculty.

Although Ibn Sina's thought about estimation and its place in action has important points, this
theory is ambiguous in some topics. One of the main ambiguities of this theory is the difference
between the estimation accompanied by intellect and the estimation not accompanied by intellect. On
the other hand, 1bn Sina emphasizes that the estimation is particular and material, even in humans, and
on the other hand, he attributes the perceptions of universal propositions such as “everything that
exists is sensible" to this faculty. According to Ibn Sina, general concepts are abstract and cannot be
perceived by material faculties. The particularity and materiality of estimation are not compatible with
the perception of general concepts. Moreover, if this faculty has general perceptions, what is the need
for practical intellect as another faculty?

Ibn Sina’s theory is also ambiguous in how to obtain perceptions of estimation. Ibn Sina considered

a way similar to experience, and not experience itself, and also similarity as two ways to achieve
estimation perceptions. lbn Sina has stated that these two actions occur without the accompaniment of
intellect. The ambiguity of this part of lbn Sina's theory is here, is it possible to understand similarity
and also experience without general and rational perception?
The fact that the perception of estimation can be conceptual and desire can be formed by just
conceptual perception is only inconsistent with a phrase in Kitab f1 n-nafs ‘ala sunnat al-ihtisar. In this
article referring to some manuscripts of this treatise and also paying attention to other points, we try to
fix this inconsistency.
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