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Abstract

Everybody acknowledges the importance of Socrates’ role and influence on
the history of philosophy, as well as on the culture of humanity. He is also
considered to be the first martyr of virtue and wisdom in human history. In
spite of this, even though most Western commentators recognize the
elevated meanings and high level of Socratic wisdom, they refuse to
consider it to have a supra-human source and to be divine prophet. In this
article and through the analysis of Socrates’ words and speeches, which can
be found in authentic sources such as some of Plato’s writings, the author
aims to prove the truth of Socrates’ claim according to which he had the
gift of prophecy. By putting together rational proofs and historical clues
from his life, we will underline the veracity of such a claim. A part of the
article will be dedicated to underlining the fact that our reasoning is based
on authentic and historical references of Socrates’ speeches, which are
mainly mentioned in Plato’s Apology. By quoting the main and most
important commentators’ views in this field, we will therefore endeavor to
show that there is a sort of general consensus among most commentators to
consider this treatise to be an historical document. The importance as well
as main outcome of this article is that if we accept this theory, the general
outlook of the history of philosophy will change radically. In addition, the
claim that wisdom has a divine source, which is mentioned repeatedly in
the content of divine wise men’s words and in some Islamic traditions, will
be confirmed. Moreover, the link between spiritual truths and human
reasoning will be corroborated and underlined.
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Summary

I. the mains aspects of prophecy are the existence of an extra-natural inspiration through which God
reveals truth to humans in order to introduce a change in human beliefs and conduct, and the prophet
being the exact embodiment of the contents of the revelation through his acts and thoughts. As we will
see in the course of our argumentation, Socrates meets all these criteria.

I1. Now, if Western philosophy is endowed with a divine source in its origin, one should search to
find out which factors have made it void of its spiritual substance, and if it does not lack such a
content in its essence, one should consider its medieval spiritual facet as something caused by
accidental factors such as Christianity, which subsequently disappeared in the wake of later historical
transformations such as the Renaissance, leading it to return to its original ‘purity.” Following this
hypothesis, It would have finally reached the absolute separation from any ontological perspective,
1.e., the peak of nihilism, due to refinements in the period from the Enlightenment to present times—
something similar to Heidegger’s analysis of the transformation of the philosophical system in the
West from Plato onwards.

I11. Heidegger considers that after the Pre-Socratics, and especially with Plato’s Philosophy,
Western philosophy forgot the real issue of philosophy, which should deal with existence itself, i. e.,
Being of beings. Then, if Socrates is a prophet and since he had a deep influence on Plato's thought,
considering that Plato’s philosophy has lost touch with the truth will no longer be true since it will be
the expression of divine truths in a conceptual and Philosophical way.

Moreover, proving such a claim may also refute the existence of a deep opposition between
philosophy and religion, a thesis defended by Heidegger. In his analysts of the history of Philosophy,
what Heidegger means by ‘West’ is Greece, which was made Roman and Christian, and became a
doctrinal subject in the religion. He considers such a thing to be impossible: ‘Christian philosophy is
more impossible than a round square; for circle and square are at least common in being geometrical
figures, while Christian faith and philosophy are essentially different’ (Heidegger 1982, 88). In his
other book entitled An Introduction to Metaphysics, Heidegger says that the most fundamental
question of philosophy is always: ‘Why are there essents’ rather that nothing?’ and then underlines
that ‘“Anyone for whom the Bible is divine revelation and truth has the answer to the question [...] even
before it is asked: everything that is, except God himself; has been created by Him.’ Then, after
recalling the biblical sentence according to which ‘In the beginning God has created heaven and
earth,” he adds: ‘Quite aside from whether these words from the Bible are true or false for faith, they
can supply no answer to our question because they are in no way related to it, Indeed they cannot even
be brought in to relation with our question. From the standpoint of faith our question is ‘foolishness’
(Heidegger 1968, 6-7). Thus, Heidegger considers that the expression ‘Christian philosophy’ does not
have any sense and that, in the first place, philosophy and religion are not compatible. If we can prove
that Socrates was actually a prophet, such a claim would be refuted, since the very source of Greek
philosophy would be a divine inspiration.’

1. Essents means existents. See translator’s footnote in An Introduction to Metaphysics, p. 1 ‘Essents=existents, things that are.’

2. However, we disagree with Heidegger's opinion on three matters: firstly, his interpretation of Presocratic philosophy,
which is based on the assertion that this philosophy is based on the direct expression of the very reality of Being itself, i.c.,
the Being of beings (especially in Parmenides and Heraclites’ Philosophies). According to Heidegger, this golden age of
philosophy ended with Plato and Socrates Whose thought marks the beginning of a decline of the ontological importance of
the question of Being, Which is to say the beginning of conceptual thought on beings or essents instead of the Being of
beings. We believe that even though such an interpretation in partly true, it confuses philosophy and gnosis. In our opinion,
what Heidegger considers to be the aim of philosophy, which is to say Being of beings, means a direct and Gnostic
apprehension of existence that can only be realized through direct contemplation and hot by conceptual philosophical
thought. Thus, the thought of Pre-Socratic philosophers such as Parmenides stems from an inner revelation and is closer to
gnosis than philosophical thought. In fact, the ‘Being of beings’ of Heidegger exactly corresponds to the ‘a priori
unconditioned being” (wujld I& beshart-e magsami), which is the subject of Islamic speculative gnosis and corresponds to the
reality of existence without any determination or condition, not even the condition of not having been conditioned and
determined, and concerns direct and Gnostic apprehension of existence. However, if we want to express any kind of
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If we consider Socrates as a prophet, it would contradict Heidegger’s point of view on the one hand
and also Christian researchers’ analysis, such as that of Gilson and Copleston, on the other, for they
also believe that the starting point of philosophy was paganism and not monotheism. In the last
chapter of his book The Spirit of Medieval Philosophy, Gilson asserts that: ‘f Plato and Aristotle were
monotheists, if they treated God and existence as having the same meaning [...] then the main subject
of this book was wrong and must be cast away.

IV. We should now deal with our main topic, namely whether we should consider Socrates to be a
prophet. How should one judge the personality and prophecy of Socrates as someone who is praised
by all men of thought in the whole world and is considered to be the supreme example of virtue and
wisdom? Is he, as Zeller considered, merely a theoretical philosopher like Aristotle? Or is he,
according to Burnet and Taylor, a divine sage and outstanding man of thought in the realm of
metaphysics, ethics and politics like Plato, and the ‘greatest teacher in European history’ (Jaeger
1939, 2:27)? Is he a pure ethical sage with some thoughts on the realm of the individual and social
happiness of humanity, as described by Heinrich Meier or Vlastos?* Or is he a divine prophet who was
sent to guide civilized, rational people, and like most divine prophets served his Lord his whole life
and finally sacrificed himself in this path? Some like Romano Guardini considered Socrates’ divine
call to be a historical reality that guided him in his divine mission (Guardini 1997, 95). Thus, all of
these theories have supporters, but only the last of them, i.e., the prophecy of Socrates, has not been
presented seriously among philosophers and historians of philosophy, and if a thinker tends to accept
some parts of this theory, he avoids declaring it clearly and completely. Some European thinkers such
as the Florentine Marsillo Ficino have drawn some parallels between Socrates and Jesus, especially
concerning their trials and deaths, and in one of his dialogues, Erasmus uses the expression ‘Saint
Socrates, pray for us!’ and compares the condemnation of Socrates and Jesus. However, this tendency
to consider Socrates as a high and inspired religious figure came to an end with the appearance of
Deist thought in the eighteenth century, with thinkers such as Voltaire who tended to consider Socrates
as a defender of rational religion against the religious fanaticism of the time. We may therefore deduce
that various thinkers and philosophers tended to interpret Socrates’ aims and personality according to
their own beliefs and Proofs and convictions.

We will base our argumentation on the following claims concerning Socrates, and endeavor to
demonstrate them by using mostly Plato and Xenophon’s works.

speculative thinking and demonstration of this subject, this only possible Way is Philosophy through its subject defined as
‘being qua being’ and the use of conceptual demonstrations.’

1. As an example, Vlastos writes that ‘Socrates makes a parallel move: he rationalizes the gods by making them moral’
(Vlastos, Socrates, p. 162).
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