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Abstract

Mencius is one of the most important master philosophers in the Chinese
paradigm and the Confucian tradition, and the article analyzes his
philosophizing about politics based on Skinner's hermeneutic method. He is
both an interpreter of Confucius and an independent theorist and
philosopher in the fields of society. Based on this, in response to the
question of what is the political philosophizing of Mencius, the hypothesis
of the article considers four hermeneutic processes and considering the
influence of mental contexts on the one hand and objective contexts on the
other hand, the conventional norms of Mencius' time, including those in
favor and against takes into account The favorable norms are in the
Confucian school, and the traditional opposing norms are crystallized in
Taoist, Mohist and legalist political philosophy. Then, the article imagines
and analyzes Mencius' occupations in those norms and observes and
expresses Mencius's political philosophizing through it. Based on this
process, his affirmative and negative possessions in the conventional norms
can be seen in the promise of the legitimacy of the two bases of heaven and
earth, the right of revolution, the fusion of ethics and politics, the utopia
based on the rule of Hakim-Shahriar, and an educated, virtuous and
prosperous nation. Worldly and spiritual progress, meritocracy, political
and social justice and peace are received.
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1. Introduction

In general, Chinese thought is closer to the field of political philosophy or practical wisdom. Political
philosophy can be considered a free rational reflection on the foundations and political issues and
planning of society, or according to Strauss, it is an effort to establish knowledge about the nature of
things and political affairs instead of suspicion about the nature of things and political affairs (Strauss,
1371). Mencius is also one of the most important political philosophers, a master in the Chinese
paradigm and the Confucian tradition, who, influenced by the mental and objective contexts, captured
and recreated the conventional norms and advanced the ideas of his political philosophy, and gradually
became the highest in the history of Chinese thought. He has won positions and positions. In such a
way that even in the later centuries, his works entered the official government education and
educational and service system in China, and getting to know and learn his opinions was the path to
professional and political advancement and was considered as the equivalent of the Bible in the West.
This is what caused Mencius' intellectual and political authority in the Chinese empire and his
inspiration in the intellectual and social field of the Chinese people. In such a way that different
schools of thought, such as conservatives and reformists, sought to cite him to validate their
approaches and interpret his views. Many ordinary people also sought to change their individual lives
in the light of his teachings.

Based on this, in response to the question of what Mencius' political philosophizing is, the
hypothesis of the article considers four hermeneutic processes derived from Thomas Skinner's method
and considering the influence of mental contexts on the one hand and objective contexts on the other
hand, the conventional norms of Mencius' time It pays attention to both favorable and unfavorable
norms and reveals the manner of his possessions in the concepts of common norms and anomalies.

2. Problem design

Mental contexts can include the teachings of professors and teachers, the dominant discourse, marginal
discourses for and against, and assumptions and foundations. From this point of view, Mencius'
relationship with these reveals his mental background. On this basis, the school of Confucius is
considered the dominant discourse of the time of Mencius because he is the commentator and interpreter
and non-present student of Confucius. After Confucius, two people excelled in explaining his teachings.
Mencius and Hsun Tzu. In the history of the Confucian school, Mencius is considered the idealist wing
and Hsun Tzu is considered the realist wing of this school. Most experts have considered Mencius to be
closer to Confucius and more compatible with his views. Of course, some have also considered him to be
a distorter of Confucius' opinions in some cases, and Hsun Tzu is a closer interpretation to him (Keril,
2009: 222). Therefore, Confucius and the thought and principles of his school are the background and
source of Mencius' thought. The five classic books and the book of Confucius are the most important
sources of Mencius' thought, which appeared in his book named after him (Mencius, 1970). This book is
a summary of Confucian and Chinese thoughts and ideas and is considered their result. In the book of
Mencius, the principles and details of the Confucian school are given The richness of the school of
Mencius and the development of his political philosophy have been effective.The age and era of
Mencius, as the objective contexts, was a period full of commotion and war and struggle between powers
and states. The era of Mencius is important in several ways and has its own characteristics. The struggle
for survival and maintaining power had caused serious and destructive conflicts among the states. The
big states fought to maintain and expand the royal power, and the small states wanted to defend
themselves for their survival. This era was the era of the emergence of smart opportunists who sought to
gain benefits and expand their power. At this time, Mencius, as a prominent commentator and exponent
of the Confucian school, stubbornly defended this religion. Mencius devoted himself to diligent polemics
in consolidating and confirming the school of Confucius.

3. Research method
Among various hermeneutic methods, Skinner's method is our moderate method between text-centered
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and context-centered. Thus, one of the most appropriate methods is Quentin Skinner's intentional
hermeneutic method; Skinner has fundamental criticisms towards both extreme approaches in
textualism and contextualism. According to Skinner, we should not only pay attention to the text itself
or the social and political contexts of the development of the texts, but we should also examine and
recognize the political thought of the thinkers (including the intellectual contexts) in the mutual
relationship between the text and general linguistic contexts. Cultural and social political situations are
our efforts (Skinner, 2012: 86; Tully, 2013). Based on this, the research uses Skinner's hermeneutic
method, which is a moderate approach to the text-centered and context-centered method, with
interventions to analyze the problem. This method includes four general stages: 1. The influence of
mental contexts, 2. The influence of objective contexts, 3. Conventional norms, and 4. How the
thinker takes possession of the norms.

4. A brief summary of the research results

The main question is how to explain the political philosophy of Mencius based on Skinner's
intentional hermeneutics, which is suitable for philosophical trends. In this direction, the subjective
and objective contexts, the conventional norms of Mencius' time and the manner of his positive and
negative possessions in those norms are the four stages that the article has followed in order to analyze
the political philosophy of Mencius. Mencius is the interpreter and explainer of the idealism of
Confucianism, which of course is closer to Confucian thought. The principles of the Confucian school
are the mental and theoretical background and source of the political philosophy of Mencius, which
appeared in his book called "Mencius". The era of Mencius was a period full of uproar and war and
struggle between powers and states, on the one hand, as objective fields, and on the other hand, the era
of battles Thoughts were in the form of political philosophy and ideology as mental contexts. In this
era, Mencius as a prominent commentator and exponent of the Confucian school, affected by political
turmoil and concrete social and historical contexts, and in response to the question of how to create a
structured and consistent political order, expand and take possession in a stubborn defense of the
customary norms of this religion He paid attention to and pursued many innovations in political
philosophy and political education, such as the benevolent government, the inherent goodness of
human nature, and the right to revolution against the oppressive and inefficient government. On the
other hand, by observing other views, especially critical philosophies, and some of his own views,
which were a synthesis of the Confucian school and other schools, such as the right to revolution
against the government and oppressive ruler, to capture the conventional norms of competing and
alternative political philosophies. He worked hard. His positive and negative views on the
conventional norms can be seen in the promise of the legitimacy of heaven-earth, the right of
revolution, the fusion of ethics and politics, the utopia based on the rule of Hakim-Shahriar and a
virtuous educated nation that has happiness and worldly and spiritual progress. is received Although
his political philosophy is in the paradigm of conservatism and traditional thinking, but despite the
harsh criticism of other ideas, he takes a step towards them and finds a reformative and sometimes
even a revolutionary approach.
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Abstract

In first part of this article, we ask after historical and philosophical
underground of metaphor. This underground is accentuated when we set the
stage for a contrast. This contrast come to the fore as we notice the
concordance between philosophy and metaphor-construction in Aristoteles
and the discordance between Critical philosophy and Surrealism. Radical
metaphor tries to resolve this discordance. Cassirer put metaphysics,
metaphoric and metabasis together. Metaphors that are made through
committing metabasis are very conditions of theoretical-conceptual thinking
and make this possible. Metabasis that’s come from one of the Aristotle's
prohibitions, means jumping from one genus to another one. So, we run
through this thesis with the help of our Ariadne's thread, say, Leibniz's
principle: Natura non facit saltus. Classical Aristotelian metaphors are of
analogical nature and meet with the Leibnizian principle. But surrealism
brings about metaphors that transgress this Leibniz's principle. Cassirer
resolve the problem with relocating Kopernikanische Drehung in his
philosophy of culture. Language creates radical metaphors. Jumping from
part to whole is the very basement that makes possible grasping the world in
an integral, aesthetical view, no matter this view may distorts the reality
because this view is of innate standard. We distinguish between to meaning
of Radical metaphor and proceed: Radical metaphor as fundamental
metaphor and Radical metaphor as radically different metaphor.
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What is the fundamental role that metaphor plays in philosophy? "Fundamental" adjective here
describes the role, that cannot be reduced to some important aspects mentioned in epistemological or
cognitive science. So, this question comes to the fore: how can we proceed to answer? Shall we let the
horizon display itself? If we do so, then horizon of comstruction draws our attention and a
discontinuity reveals itself.

Aristotle, first systematic founder of metaphorology, put theory of metaphor in tradition of analogy.
Analogy, a Pythagorean and mathematical concept, seeks middle points in a series: 8-6=6-4. So, we
can construct a series with the help of analogy. So were the metaphors that made according to analogy.
These metaphors are made up when we set a proportionality: relationships that is always in the same
ratio. Then in ancient philosophy there emerges an ur-compatibility between philosophical worldview
and theory of metaphors and the way through which we make up metaphors. All that is the case, act
according to Leibniz's principle: Natura non facit saltus and this principle must be included
whenever we create a metaphor. This ur-compatibility collapses and metaphor breaks away from tight
hold of analogy. What is called Surrealism is Casus belli.

Surrealism brings about metaphors that transgress this Leibnizian principle. According to
conservative rhetoricians like Richards, Surrealism puts any of two things together, no matter what!
this definition is very helpful. Even this definition is Ariadne's String. Surrealism with its bizarre
metaphors does not meet Leibniz's principle. Here we reach to the point that a discordance reveals
itself. If we take a look at Kant, this discordance comes before our eyes with clarity. Kant makes
Ubergang/crossing a philosophical terminus in his schematism. We can cross the line between Reality
to Nothingness only gradually. Kant places this kind of continuity-based Ubergang at the core of the
discipline of pure reason: no matter how long we continue to stretch the chain of conditional sequence,
we cannot jump to the unconditional: this is petdpacic gig GAlo yévog. Here Kant links himself to
Aristotle. petdpacic was prohibited in Aristotle's logic and physics. This prohibition continue itself
incessantly up to the modern philosophy. This is a crucial point and we are lucky Kant gives us the
toehold: Surrealism emerges and throws away analogical metaphor, but philosophy still holds on and
sticks to the traditional patterns of construction. This discordance must be resolved.

Radical metaphor is a new coining that claims to reconciliate Kant's Copernican revolution with
Surrealism and so try to ground the basis for new concordance. Radical metaphor, metaphorically, is the
basement upon which we erect the structure of knowledge itself but, this time, with a single push that
may be contradictory to the construction-patterns that dominate philosophical terminology.  Radical
metaphor is a key term in Cassirer's philosophy that brings the fundamental place of metaphor in
philosophy to the light. distinguishing between two meanings of metaphor we run through this thesis.

First meaning is that radical metaphor is fundamental metaphor that translate the invaluable,
beautiful Being to the profane, banal Being that surrounds us. this is a fundamental, colossal
translation that precedes our theoretical thinking. "To realize" this translation, is "to committing
metabasis", say, proceeding saltatory. we say tree, at same time as if we say God. this is the same
paleonomy: metaphor. Here, committing metabasis acts like Occam's razor. Metabasis is a jump from
unknowing realm to knowing one, but that does not mean creation another world, but metabasis take
the same everyday world surrounds us, as demonic, godlike world. According to Cassirer:

Indeed, even the most primitive verbal utterance requires a transmutation of a certain cognitive
or emotive experience into sound, i.e., into a medium that is foreign to the experience, and even
quite disparate; just as the simplest mythical form can arise only by virtue of a transformation
(Umsetzung) which removes a certain impression from the realm of the ordinary, the everyday
and profane, and lifts it to the level of the "holy," the sphere of mythico-religious "significance."”
This involves not merely a transference, but a real puetdpaocig €ig dAlo yevog; in fact, it is not
only a transition to another cate- gory, but actually the creation of the category itself
(Cassirer,1964: 87-88)".

1. According to Susanne Langer English translation.
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We can call Umsetzung, transference of ontological significance of a thing. The parallelism that
Cassirer set between his doctrine and Usener's doctrine is enlightening. Every confrontation that come
upon Anthropos, can be an experience of God. When time as fate, rushes upon us, and we surrender
ourselves to a phenomenon that horrifies, we bring about a voice, WoW, and name All. Jumping from
a single ghostly appearance to personal god and to All is possible, because metabasis is allowed at the
beginning. This is a very condition that make knowledge possible. But Theoretical concepts cannot
cure this crisis of naming.

Second meaning of radical metaphor says that this kind of metaphor is radically different from
conceptual- theoretical thinking. In the latter we seek only the sameness of rules. Classical physics
says that rules of physics are of Invariant character. Meaningless are those saying like right or left
according to conceptual thinking. In contrary, concepts like right or left are crucial for metaphorical
thinking. This radical difference can be summarized in terms of principle of pars pro toto. conceptual-
theoretical thinking, takes pars and toto totally different, none of them can be predicate for the other.
But metaphorical thinking Thak them as same concept, So here we can say part is all.

All that we said are possible because language can bring everything together. Before that
categorical thinking assumes a distinctive status, language in his freedom, creates categories
themselves. A single word can bring to our mind many things in far-fetched way. This a language that
takes root from culture. Culture is possible, because the metababsis is possible. Language with a single
step, can throw light upon world and makes All visible.

In the end, we must recall Aristotle again. Aristotle tried to remove every metaphorical element
from metaphysics. This is what Werner Jaeger in his monumental work called critical aspects of
Aristotle metaphysics that are based upon kind of katharsis. Now, with the help of metabasis, we can
see the world godlike, and immerse ourselves in beatitude. It is very clear that here we call up kind of
ecstatic platonic life that is united with exact knowledge of ideas. Kopernikanische drehung here
support the metaphor making that takes place in culture, language and myth. Metabasis is allowed
because we don’t have to pass our metaphor and language-mythical categories to the norms of
concepts. We commit metabasis, create a world with single push. "To create a world" means
aesthetical grasping of All and this comes very after committing metabasis: Taking Ecstatic life like
primitive cultural life into account, leave critical Aristotle behind and back to Plato, take beatitude
fundamental product of radical metaphor.
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Abstract

Mulla Sadra’s most famous reason to prove the substantial movement (al-
harakat al-juhariyyah) is the one that persists in the existence of a special
relation between the accident and the substance and is explained by such
expressions as the accident’s being subordinate (tabi Tyyah) to, caused by,
inseparable from, and an affair (sha'n) of the substance: since the accidents
are subordinate to the substance, so they must be subordinate to it in their
movement too. Thus, the substance moves a fortiori. Such proofs are
comprehensively evaluated and criticized in this paper. According to the
substantial rest critique, the accidental rest too is evidence of the substantial
rest and the substance must contradictorily be both moving and in rest. In
addition, since all material substances are not proved to actually move, the
universal substantial movements cannot be proved. In the not being causal
relation between the substance and the accident critique, the claim that
the accident and the accidental movement are effects, affairs and existence
manners of the substance is criticized by means of several proofs and
counterexamples. Again, the critique of the existence unity in the essence
and its accidents questions the movement of the substance existence to be
proved. In proving the substantial movement by means of the
subordination and of the relativeness of movement critique, it is shown
that Sadra has incorrectly generalized the rule that the correlatives are equal
counterparts (mutakafi’an). So, the difficulty of the coexistence of the
substance and the relation accident and the difficulty of the presence of one
unique thing in the essences of two different objects are appeared and such
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movement proof is correct.

Substantial Movement; Substance; Accident; Subordination, Affair (Sha n);
Causality.

Cite this article: Assadi, M. (2024). A Critique of Proving the Substantial Movement by Means of Subordination, Affair
(Sha 'n) and Causality. FALSAFEH, Vol. 22, Spring-Summer-2024, Serial No. 42 (53-78).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/j1¢r.2024.375677.1989

-. Publisher:The University of Tehran Press.



doi:%2010.22059/jlcr.2024.375677.1989
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8644-9153
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/

54 FALSAFEH, No. 1, Vol. 22, Spring-Summer-2024- Serial No. 42

1. Introduction

The famous problem of the substantial movement according to Mulla Sadra is the fact that the gradual
and nonimmediate change, i.e. the very movement, also exists in the essence and substance of the
material things. His most famous reason to prove this movement is the one that persists in the existence of
a special relation between the accident and the substance. This relation is explained in his works and his
commentators by more or less similar expressions such as the accident’s being subordinate to, caused by,
inseparable from, and an affair of the substance. The summary of Sadra’s similar arguments to prove the
substantial movement is that the accidents are subordinate to the substance in their existence and in
their all aspects. Because, the accident is an affair (sha’n) and an appearance of the substance.
Therefore, the movement too must be subordinate to the existence of the substance. But if the
substance is fixed and static, the movement which is non—static cannot be subordinate to the existence
of the substance. Therefore, the substance too is moving and non-static. In short, since the accidents are
subordinate to the substance, so they must be subordinate to it in their movement too. Thus, the substance
moves a fortiori.

Although more than one hundred papers have been written about the substantial movement so far in
Persian, few of them have criticized it. Again, among these small numbers, only some of them have
mentioned these arguments. Therefore, this paper studies and criticizes these arguments
comprehensively.

The substantial rest critique says: If the accidental movement is evidence of the substantial
movement, the accidental rest too must, just in the same way, be evidence of the substantial rest.
Furthermore, if something has both an accident moving and an accident in rest, then the substance must
contradictorily be both moving and in rest. In addition, since — even in modern sciences — all of the
material substances are not proved to actually move, the universality of the substantial movement cannot
be proved: the substantial movement, even if proven, is only proven in some cases and not in all cases.

In the not being causal relationship between the substance and the accidents critique, we criticize
the claim that the accidents and the accidental movements are effects, affairs and existence manners of the
substance by means of several proofs and counterexamples. We show that such a claim does not have a
clear proof and also that an explicit reason that some have recently brought to prove it — and have said
that "the substance without the accident is impossible to realize; That is, a body that has no quantity,
no time, no place, and no other accidents" (Mu‘allimi, 2008: 396) — is not a solid proof. Because, the
specific time and the specific length, width and depth are not necessary for the natural substance, but
utmost the type of time and only the type of length, width and depth are necessary for it. The very
existence of these types, of course, does not change in the body to indicate the change of the
substance. In the following, we will show with various examples that at least some accidental
movements are not the effects of the substantial nature. For example, | pick up a book and put it
somewhere else. It was me who moved the book, not the nature of the book itself. For this reason, it
has become more and more difficult to prove the existence of an accidental movement that is raised
from the very natural substance itself and can prove the substantial movement. So, to prove the
universality of the substantial movement becomes increasingly problematic as well. Rather, on the basis
of new sciences, the existence of even one accidental movement which, according to Sadrian
philosophy, is only caused by the natural substance itself faces a challenge, and there is no clear
answer for it in this philosophy.

Again, the critique of the existence unity in the essence and its accidents questions the movement
of the substance existence to be proved: in the critique of the argument through the affairs and what
make the individuality, we examine the problem of unity in detail and show that the pure unity of
existence in the essence and its inseparable accidents cannot be accepted, let alone in the essence and
its separable accidents. Therefore, it cannot be said that, for example, an external human being does
have only a single existence, and the very single existence is the extension of properties such as
quantity, quality, time, etc. Even in a proposition like (a) "4 is even" — in which the predicate is an
inseparable accident from the subject — the realization of the pure unity of existence between the
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subject and the predicate is not acceptable. Because, on the one hand, since even is abstracted from
both (a) "4 is even™ and (b) "8 is even", then they both are of similar existence; On the other hand,
since 4 is abstracted from the one and 8 from the other, then they are of different existence. Therefore,
the existence of these two is contradictorily both similar and different. So, even if a kind of unity of
existence is accepted here, it is at most in the form of unity within plurality. For this reason, if the
existence of the accident changes, the change in the existence of the substance is not proven.

Sometimes in his argument, instead of saying that all of the accidents are subordinate to the
substance in the manner in which they exist (and the movement too is one of these accidents), Sadra
says that the very movement itself — because it is a relative meaning — is in such a way that it is
subordinate to its substance in the manner in which it exists: just as the existence and non—existence of
the relative things are subordinate to the existence and non—existence of the things to which they are
relative, the change and staticness of the relative things are also subordinate to the change and
staticness of the things to which they are relative. In proving the substantial movement by means of
the subordination and of the relativeness of movement critique, we show that Sadra has incorrectly
generalized the rule that the correlatives are equal counterparts (mutakafi'an) and reached unwarranted
conclusions. What can at most be obtained from this rule is that if the relation itself is potential/actual,
then the things to which it is relative are also potential/actual, but it is no longer the case that the
relation is, in all of its properties, subordinate to the things to which it is relative. If the relativity of the
movement can prove the substantial movement, the relativity of a description such as redness should
also be able to prove the substantial redness! But just as there is no substantial redness, perhaps there is
no substantial movement either. In the same way, we show that if the relation is absolutely subordinate
to the things to which it is relative, in other relations there will be insoluble difficulties; difficulties
such as the problem of the coexistence of the substance and the relation accident within the essence and
the difficulty of the presence of one unique thing in the essences of two different objects. For example,
suppose Zayd and Salma are actually each other's spouses. According to Sadrd’s generalization,
spouseness should be in the essence of Zayd and Zayd's essence should be both substance and relation
accident. In addition, the essence of Zayd must be the very essence of Salma! Because, we have seen
that spouseness should be in the essence of Zayd. In the same way, spouseness should be in the
essence of Salmé as well. So, one unigue thing must be in the essences of two different objects. But in
Sadrian philosophy this is not possible; Unless the two things to which spouseness is relative are also
in the essence of each other. This means that the essence of Zayd must be the very the essence of
Salma!
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1. Introduction

At first glance, the term "thinking" evokes a mental activity aimed at problem-solving, facing
situations, understanding conditions, and acting for the future. It also means having opinions,
judgments, and reasoning—the process of arriving at specific conclusions through a series of
propositions. However, Heidegger refers to this common meaning of thinking as "computational
thinking," which is suited to science and economics and is characterized by calculative planning and
scientific investigation. In contrast, Heidegger opens up a new approach to thinking that differs from
the conventional approach of Western philosophy. Heidegger's approach cannot be considered a
rational analysis. To understand his approach, one must not think conceptually or representationally;
rather, one should be "open" to a different kind of thinking that is oriented toward the truth of Being.
The thinking Heidegger calls for is oriented toward Being and resides in the question of the meaning
of Being. According to Heidegger, metaphysics cannot inquire into the truth of Being; instead, it
conceals it behind concepts because metaphysics always thinks of "beings as beings" and neglects the
condition for the disclosure of beings—that is, unconcealment. What reveals beings is Being itself, so
metaphysics, in reality, neglects Being. Throughout the history of metaphysics, Being has been
thought of as a being due to its concealment, and therefore, the characteristic of Western metaphysics
is the absence of Being. The primary question of thinking, then, will be to inquire into the source of
"the hidden unconcealment" (the truth of Being), which has both revelation and concealment and, with
its disclosure, brings forth a new understanding of beings in each era. On this basis, Heidegger, by
proposing the "overcoming of metaphysics," seeks a new language and thinking oriented toward
Being, which he generally refers to as "existential thinking."

2. Significance of the Issue

In the later period of Heidegger's thought, existential thinking takes on a poetic and historical character
and is based on the "event of Being" (Ereignis). This thinking, as a relation to language and Being,
opens up and promises a new way of confronting Being. Essentially, this thinking is a path rather than
a method. This new path, or thinking, is poetic thinking, which experiences the essence of truth—
unconcealment—where subject and object are not separate. The significance of proposing existential
thinking lies in finding a way out of the specific predicament of the modern era—the technical
thinking and the technology arising from it. Existential thinking, by questioning Being and beings, can
bring to light the hidden layers of modernity, technology, and modern science, prompting humanity to
consider another beginning that is not necessarily metaphysical. In this way, a thoughtful and
reflective exit from the crisis of meaning and the hardship of dwelling for humans in the world of
technology can be found.

3. Significance of the Issue and Main Question

Poetry, as the most prominent art form, is the site of the historical event of truth (the historical event of
Being), and the poet, therefore, names the words of Being in their poetry. Existential thinking, with its
poetic and historical nature, can establish a new world in which human beings' relationship with
Being, the world, the earth, nature, and other humans is different from the current subjective
relationship with truth and the domineering relationship with the earth and nature. In this new
relationship, humanity overcomes the hardship of the technological era and can poetically dwell on the
earth. In this area the central question of this text concerns the nature and manner of poetic existential
thinking based on the event of the history of Being and its examination.

4. Research Methodology

In this research, the author has first attempted a descriptive analysis of "Heidegger's poetic existential
thinking" and then examined and critiqued this thought. Thus, the methodology of this article is
descriptive-critical.
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5. Brief Summary of Research Results

Heidegger believes that "existential thinking" is thinking that originates from and concerns itself with
Being. The source and subject of this thinking are Being itself; Being as "event," which appropriates
human thinking. The event has a historical character, meaning that Being has different manifestations
in various epochs of its history and reveals itself in multiple ways. This revelation is the gift of Being.
Therefore, thinking must be receptive and await the gift of Being. This gift is manifested in language
and poetry, which are conditions for the appearance and disclosure of beings. Poetry, as the clearest
phenomenon of authentic language, enables the emergence of the truth through "recollection" and
"naming," opening a clearing for the appearance of the truth of Being. It is the poet and thinker who
must safeguard this revelation. Thus, existential thinking is one with the essence of poetry. Despite the
unique insight that Heidegger's existential thinking opens as a path for deeper reflection on Being,
several questions and ambiguities arise concerning his approach, including the suspicion of limiting
the truth of Being to the horizon of time, ambiguity regarding the permanence or renewal of Being,
and ultimately, the diminishing role of human will and agency, yielding to a kind of determinism and
fatalism.
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Abstract

Understanding the fundamental concepts and institutions of criminal law
rights is examined from a philosophical-historical perspective. The
discussion of the foundations of state punishment and the right to impose
penalties on citizens is presented in a precise manner in Thomas Hobbes's
philosophy. Throughout his, Leviathan, the right to punish. Stems from the
social contract, and is considered a political right rather than a natural or pre-
political one, entrusted to the state. Therefore, all citizens, disgusted by the
natural state, relinquish the right to self-defence or the possibility of
retaliation. This is considered a natural right for them after facing another
violent onslaught, entrusting the protection of freedom and social order to the
artificial entity known as the state, in order to end interpersonal conflicts and
group disorder, leading to the emergence of sustainable peace. The right of
the state to punish individuals has significant implications for criminal rights,
including the secularization of punishment, state monopoly in punishing
criminals, the establishment of legitimate defense institutions in the penal
system, and the occurrence of crimes against the state. These issues are
addressed with an analytical and interdisciplinary approach in this study.
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Introduction

Perception of the fundamental concepts and institutions of criminal law requires examining them from
a philosophical-historical perspective. Punishment is one of the legal institutions whose origins date
back to mythical times. The significance of punishment lies in its inherently harsh, deprivation-
inducing, and painful nature; it represents the most resolute method of the criminal justice system's
confrontation with offenders. The elucidation of the foundations of punishment and how the state
acquires the right to penalize citizens is precisely articulated in the philosophy of Thomas Hobbes. In
the realm of identifying the modern foundations of punishment, Thomas Hobbes can be considered
one of the most important pioneering intellectuals. Criminal law, and specifically punishment, before
the modern era and even to a lesser extent in the modern period, was often under the control of the
power of kings or religious institutions, such as the church. This led to a basis for punishment that
relied on the king's decree or a sacred origin. As one of the proponents associated with the social
contract theory, Hobbes adopts an approach that distinguishes the modern state from royal and divine
governments. Members of society, to free themselves from the fear of annihilation and to prevent
continuous encroachments on their lives and property, inevitably enter into a pact known as the social
contract. Hobbes' theory of state-building, which is based on the creation of a "mortal god," led to the
establishment of an artificial entity that must remain powerful, comprehensive, and unassailable to
maintain order and security. Following the theoretical framework of state formation, the important
issue of the powers and duties of the state was raised. Among the rights that should be taken into
consideration after the establishment of the state is the right to punish. Hobbes attempts to establish
the legitimacy of this right for the state by explaining its foundation, rationale, and necessity. Although
Hobbes refers to punishment as a tool to ensure individuals' compliance with the law, he strives not to
consider the enforcement of punishment as one of the prerequisites for the formation of the state.
Instead, he focuses on the role of citizens in granting this right to the state and the justification for the
punishment of offenders. By reading Hobbes' book "Leviathan," we comprehend that the right to
punish, according to the social contract, is granted to the state as a political right rather than a natural
or pre-political one. Therefore, all citizens, weary of this circumstance, relinquish their right to self-
defence or the possibility of retaliation, which existed as a natural right in response to another's
aggression, and entrust the preservation of freedom and social order to the artificial entity (the state).
This is done to terminate interpersonal conflicts and group disorder, thereby establishing lasting peace.
He views punishment as a tool in the hands of the state to implement specific objectives and implicitly
believes that without the institution of punishment, ensuring the durability of this grand and
formidable structure would be difficult and uncertain; since his anthropological conception is that
humans only come to their senses through the threat of punishment. The legitimisation of inflicting
pain and suffering in the name of punishment arises from the social contract. It is based on the implicit
consent of all, being considered one of its essential provisions. Citizens, who were permitted to
exercise violence when faced with a life threat and then to take revenge on the aggressor, accept that
the state should be responsible for ensuring security and managing social order. If harm befalls them,
they refrain from seeking revenge and entrust the restoration of their compromised security to the
state, aiming for a higher goal, which is the establishment of peace. As a result, the offender's
punishment can restore the damaged security. The establishment and continuation of this situation can
be declared as the end of the era of private justice. Since then, citizens of society are no longer
executors of the commands of kings or divine orders. Rather, they act based on their own will and
interests, viewing criminal rights and punishments as a controlling tool, a product of their agreement.
This idea marks a turning point in the disconnection of the legitimacy of punishment as a transcendent
and sacred institution, and it is from this period that punishment gains legitimacy based on the
collective will of citizens. Hobbes emphasized that if civil law is absent, there will be no crimes; thus,
he declared that the origin of criminalization is not religion but political power, and criminals are
subjected to punishment because they commit acts that have a collectively reproachful character.
Therefore, as long as a behaviour is not recognized as contrary to the interests of society and the state
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does not prohibit it as a manifestation of the collective will, it will not have the capacity for criminal
reproach. Another significant effect of the state's right to punish individuals is the monopoly of the
state on punishing offenders. Accordingly, what distinguishes punishment from hostile behaviours is
its application and enforcement by a legal institution that arises from the true will of the collective.
The regulation of the institution of self-defence within the criminal system is considered another
consequence of this important development.

The restriction of committing any form of violence under the guise of defence and restraining
unjust transgressions and assaults by individuals, along with the initial reliance and hope in the
deterrent and guiding force of the state during conflicts, undoubtedly stems from Hobbes' intellectual
efforts. In conclusion, one can refer to the emergence of crimes against state security. Another
implication of Hobbes' criminal philosophy, which gains meaning in light of the independence of the
state's personality, is the formation of crimes that target the security of the state; that is, the highest
value of collective life. Hobbes believes that hostile acts against the established political system in the
country are more serious crimes than similar hostile acts against private individuals, as in such cases,
the loss and damage become widespread. Crimes include the disclosure of confidential government
information, providing state information to the enemy, assassination attempts on government
representatives, and actions against the security and authority of the state. Therefore, any action that
poses a risk of destabilizing the existence of Leviathan is considered an act against the security of that
society and a violation of the social contract, necessitating criminalization and punishment. This study
adopts an interdisciplinary approach and employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
issues mentioned; initially, it briefly explores Hobbes' political philosophy and his primary concern,
which is security, and then explains the contexts and foundations of state formation and its authority to
punish citizens. In the second part of the article, the most significant consequences of the
aforementioned topic are systematically and categorically addressed.
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Abstract

Friedrich Nietzsche's concept of "will to power" stands as a cornerstone of his
philosophy, yet its interpretation remains a contentious issue. Among the
various proposed interpretations, the ontological, metaphorical, and
psychological perspectives each offer distinct understandings of this complex
concept. While definitively establishing the "correct" interpretation is
challenging due to the complexities of Nietzsche's writing and expression, this
essay argues that the psychological interpretation aligns more effectively with
the core tenets of his thought. The essay begins by providing a concise
overview of the metaphysical, metaphorical, and psychological interpretations
of "will to power." Acknowledging the inherent uncertainty in interpreting
Nietzsche's ideas, it argues that the psychological interpretation, emphasizing
the "will to power" as an intrinsic human drive for self-overcoming and
growth, resonates more strongly with the broader themes of Nietzsche's
philosophy, particularly perspectivism. Furthermore, the essay delves into the
ethical implications of the psychological interpretation. It addresses concerns
that this interpretation might endorse oppression and autocracy as necessary
outcomes of the "will to power." Through careful analysis, the essay
demonstrates how the psychological interpretation, when understood
accurately, does not inherently support such harmful practices. In contrast, it
highlights how this interpretation, emphasizing self-mastery and individual
responsibility, can potentially contribute to moral development and a pursuit of
excellence. Finally, the essay emphasizes the importance of understanding the
foundational concepts of his philosophy, such as perspectivism, for accurately
interpreting his ideas. By prioritizing evidence-based analysis and nuanced
understanding, we can navigate the complexities of Nietzsche's thought and
appreciate its enduring relevance in contemporary discussions about ethics,
individual responsibility, and the pursuit of a meaningful life.

will to power, psychological interpretation, perspectivism, self-overcoming, life-
affirmation, ethical implications, superman.
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Introduction

Friedrich Nietzsche's concept of "will to power" stands as a cornerstone of his philosophy, yet its
interpretation remains a highly debated issue. Among various interpretations, the psychological
interpretation holds significant potential for unlocking a deeper understanding of Nietzsche's
philosophy and its complex ethical implications. This essay argues that the psychological
interpretation, emphasizing "will to power" as an intrinsic human drive for self-overcoming and
growth, aligns more effectively with Nietzsche's core concepts like perspectivism and his critique of
traditional morality, compared to alternative interpretations like the metaphysical and metaphorical.

Synopsis

Understanding Nietzsche's "will to power" necessitates navigating a complex labyrinth of
interpretations. The metaphysical interpretation, viewing it as a universal force governing the universe,
often stems from misinterpretations of his work due to his aphoristic style and later health struggles.
This interpretation contradicts Nietzsche's explicit rejection of essentialism and his view of "truth" as a
product of the will itself. Similarly, the metaphorical interpretation reduces "will to power" to mere
force or dominance, neglecting the nuances of his thought and potentially leading to harmful
misinterpretations.

A crucial step towards grasping the true essence of "will to power" lies in its alignment with
Nietzsche's concept of perspectivism. This concept emphasizes the subjective nature of knowledge and
experience, rejecting the notion of absolute truths or objective realities. Each individual, shaped by
their unique perspective and circumstances, interprets and interacts with the world differently. This
aligns perfectly with the psychological interpretation, which understands "will to power" not as an
external force but as an intrinsic human striving for self-overcoming, growth, and the affirmation of
life in the face of challenges.

Through the lens of the psychological interpretation, Nietzsche's critique of traditional morality
gains newfound clarity. He views traditional morality, particularly Judeo-Christian ethics, as rooted in
resentment and weakness, promoting self-denial and suppression of natural instincts. The "will to
power," in contrast, encourages individuals to embrace their inherent drive for self-assertion and
overcome internal limitations. This pursuit of self-mastery fosters personal growth, creativity, and
ultimately, a sense of responsibility and compassion towards oneself and others.

While the psychological interpretation emphasizes self-overcoming and growth, it's crucial to
acknowledge the complexities of power dynamics within and between individuals. Nietzsche argues
that individuals engage in constant struggles for power, both internally and externally. This can
manifest in healthy ways, such as striving for personal excellence, or in harmful ways, such as seeking
domination over others. The concept of the "superman" embodies the highest realization of the "will to
power." The superman has transcended internal weaknesses and embraces a life-affirming philosophy
characterized by self-mastery, creativity, and compassion. However, this ideal raises critical questions
about potential interpretations and societal implications. Critics argue that the "superman" concept
could justify elitism or even violence, highlighting the need for careful analysis and nuanced
understanding.

Nietzsche's vision of a "superman" society, built upon individuals striving for self-mastery and
compassion, challenges traditional ethical frameworks. This concept transcends the limitations of
morality based on duty or obedience to external authorities. Instead, it emphasizes individual
responsibility, self-creation, and the pursuit of excellence. However, this vision also raises questions
about potential societal implications and the possibility of misinterpretations leading to harmful
consequences. Further exploration of Nietzsche's "will to power" can benefit from engaging with
diverse perspectives. Comparative studies with similar concepts in other philosophical and religious
traditions, such as the "perfect man" in Islamic ethics, can offer valuable insights and enrich our
understanding of this complex concept. Additionally, exploring the potential challenges and practical
applications of Nietzsche's ethical vision in contemporary society can contribute to ongoing
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discussions about morality, individual responsibility, and the pursuit of a meaningful life. Nietzsche's
critique of traditional morality extends beyond mere rejection. He proposes a reinterpretation of
morality based on individual responsibility and self-creation.

This challenges us to critically examine our existing ethical frameworks and consider alternative
approaches that emphasize personal growth, creativity, and the affirmation of life. However, this
reinterpretation also raises concerns about potential individualism and lack of social responsibility.
Further exploration is needed to navigate these complexities and develop nuanced ethical frameworks
that balance individual responsibility with social considerations. In the contemporary world,
Nietzsche's "will to power" continues to spark debate and offer valuable insights. His emphasis on
self-overcoming and the pursuit of excellence resonates with individuals seeking personal growth and
fulfillment in various spheres of life, from entrepreneurship and leadership to artistic endeavors and
personal development. Leaders can utilize the concept to inspire and motivate individuals to strive for
continuous improvement and push beyond their perceived limitations. Additionally, the psychological
interpretation of "will to power" can encourage individuals to embrace challenges, develop resilience,
and cultivate a life-affirming attitude. Therefore, engaging with Nietzsche's thought necessitates a
critical and nuanced approach. Recognizing the potential for misinterpretations and acknowledging the
complexities of power dynamics are essential steps towards harnessing the positive aspects of "will to
power" while mitigating potential risks.

Conclusion

By prioritizing the psychological interpretation of "will to power" and engaging critically with
Nietzsche's primary works, we gain a deeper understanding of his complex philosophy and its ethical
implications. Recognizing potential misinterpretations, critically examining criticisms, and exploring
contemporary applications are crucial steps towards appreciating the enduring relevance of Nietzsche's
thought in navigating the complexities of the human experience and the pursuit of a meaningful life.
Engaging with criticism is crucial to avoid misinterpretations and navigate the complexities of his
ideas. Faithful primary sources like "Thus Spoke Zarathustra," "Beyond Good and Evil," and "The
Genealogy of Morality" offer valuable insights into Nietzsche's concept. Nietzsche's "will to power,"
when understood through the lens of the psychological interpretation, offers valuable insights for
contemporary discussions in various fields, including personal development, leadership, and ethics.
However, it is crucial to rethink traditional morality and navigate potential issues like individualism to
ensure responsible application of his ideas. By critically engaging with Nietzsche's thought and
fostering further research, we can harness the potential of "will to power" for individual growth,
societal progress, and a deeper understanding of the human condition.
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Abstract

The present article with the aim of interpretation and reviving the meaning of
forgiveness is reading Ricoeur’s “Thereness” of forgiveness. Therefore,
according to hermeneutical understanding, Being is interpreted as
forgiveness and giveness and by using hermeneutics method and an
ontological perspective, the findings of the research illustrated that the
conditions of possibility in understanding is Being-in-the-world and
projecting in the future possibilities. As well, | found that understanding as a
possible Being-ness, is the possibility of forgiveness. According to this
theoretical view and by using Ricoeur’s narrative structure we are going to
answer to these main questions that how can forgiveness be possible as
Being-ness and how human can understand his possibilities in the arena of “I
can” and give meaning to them? In order to illustrate the manifestation of
forgiveness in the world of the text and showing how the “Thereness” of
Dasein can be possible, we project ourselves in the narrative possibilities of
Time of Love movie through re-figuration to achieve a reading of
forgiveness and new understanding of ourselves. According to Ricoeur’s
view as each interpretation is an understanding of ourselves through the
other, by placing ourselves in the possibilities of the story’s hero and
emphasizing on “I can”, we’ll pass our present self and enter to the arena of
love and forgiveness; we’ll place “there”.
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1. Introdution

The Word forgiveness, at the first glance, seems to be a religious and theological concept. Although,
nowadays, this concept concerns by many fields such as law, psychology, communication, social
sciences, and politics. Although, in mental health field we can see solidarity about the importance of
forgiveness, but there is no considerable consensus about what forgiveness really is and how it can be
realized. The forgiveness concept rise considerable theoretical and philosophical questions such as
what does forgiveness mean and how it can be possible?

Forgiveness is a sophisticated and crucial concept in human relationship. There are many
theoretical and philosophical challenges which move this concept through human science passages.
Still, what is important for this article is based on leading forgiveness through philosophical
hermeneutics. In this path, Ricoeur’s hermeneutics narrative has a high capability to interpret the
forgiveness concept which is able to disclose a new meaningful horizon and put forward newly arrived
meaningful possibilities.

In Ricouer’s thinking, forgiveness has been considered from a specific view. According to Ricouer,
the difficulty of forgiveness or to be forgiven refers to hermeneutics understanding rather than to
human ability. Moreover, meanwhile Ricouer describes the possibility of forgiveness, he is not
pursuing for understanding of the origin or the goal of forgiveness, rather his attention is on a specific
possibility of forgiveness which he calls it “thereness”. According to selecting this Heideggerian term,
we can perceive that the intended possibility for Ricouer is not an epistemological, but an existential
possibility. Therefore, in the interpretation of the concept of forgiveness, understanding should act
outside the boundary of modern subjectivity reason and cognition in order to accomplish
reinterpretation.

The difficulty of forgiveness and its meeting with theology and philosophy and also its
impossibility to some thinkers, makes it something beyond the human capability and capacity. As
Ricouer knows it a gift from God and a theological concept, but also he refers to the Heideggerian
term of “it gives” or “es gibt” and accomplishes another reading of forgiveness that places it in the
arena of love, prosperity, and .... Although, in The Difficulty of Forgiveness, Ricouer does not
describe forgiveness in an existential arena, so the contribution of this article is to describe how
forgiveness can be possible in this arena. In another word, to illustrate the possibility of forgiveness in
this arena, | am supposed to give a re-reading to the Ricouer’s reading to forgiveness.

2. Method

C onsidering the importance of forgiveness and different perspectives and by using the ontology of
understanding and re-reading the concept of forgiveness in Ricouer’s perspective, the present article is
supposed to answer to this critical question that how “thereness” is the specific possibility of
forgiveness? And through, Ricouer’s hermeneutics narrative method, how we can understand and
measured our possibilities and make it meaningful in the arena of “I can™? Therefore, by using
Heidegger philosophy and identifying the relation between Being and giveness and the relationship
between existential understanding and Dasein, | have provided the path for interpreting forgiveness
meaning. According to hermeneutical understanding and Ricouer’s projecting ability in the narrative
text, it is possible to interpret Heidegger’s perspective from understanding as the potentiality-for-
Being in the form of narrative projecting to make the interpreter projection and finally the self-
understanding possible. Therefore, in order to describe the concept of forgiveness as a potentiality-for-
Being, I am using Ricouer’s narrative structure and re-figuration as a way of interpretation.

3. Conclusion

According to the previous paragraphs the reader in his/her creative text interpretation achieves to a
new self-understanding and provides the possibility of the giveness forgiveness. In such reading “T
can” place myself in the open possibilities of the narrative text and appropriate the possibilities of the
story’s hero. The appropriation of the text possibilities and hermeneutic understanding of the world
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belonging to the hero of the story is the act in which the re-figuration may occurs. The re-figuration of
a narration indeed is the possibility of entering the “thereness” and the openness of the giveness
forgiveness.

From a lexicographical view | illustrated that the word forgiveness means gift, to donate and to
give. In German language a specific state of the word “Geben” (to give) also can means “to be”. In
this article I elaborated the “est gibt” term of Heidegger and explained that Heidegger’s intention for
this term neither only means “to be”, but he also considers its literal meaning which is “it gives”. From
this view, Being has an ontological relation with forgiveness. From the other hand, | elaborated that
from Heideggerian view understanding is an existential possibility that is only allocated to Dasein and
the possibility of understanding conditions is the way of Being- in- the- world and projecting in the
future conditions. As a result, if understanding is an existential possibility and Being can also mean
forgiveness, consequently we can recognize that understanding is the possibility of forgiveness.

From the other hand, by describing the meaning of forgiveness as Ricouer’s “thereness” and
pointing to his quote that “forgiveness is there”, I posed forgiveness to the relation of Dasein and
the “thereness” of Dasein in Ricouer’s view in relation to the text world is something to be set forth.
From one hand, according to Ricouer, understanding is an aspect of existence and we can consider it
as the understanding of open possibilities. From the other hand, in text interpretation, understanding
can go beyond the open possibilities and by projecting “I can” in the open possibilities of the
narration, dealing with the re-figuration of possibilities and appropriate them. Exploring the new
possibilities and projecting in them is also, a new understanding of self. Moreover, according to
Ricouer’s view, forgiveness as “thereness” I concluded that the self-understanding takes place in
narrative projecting and facing with appropriating incident that brings the new self, a preparative
incident for hearing the forgiveness voice of “thereness”.

To interpret forgiveness meaning and measuring the possibility of self-understanding based on
forgiveness as “thereness”, I studied “in the Time of Love” movie. By emphasizing on Ricour’s “I
can” and using the narrative structure in his view and also re-figuration as a way of interpretation, that
is able to disclose the concealed possibilities of the story’s hero for the reader and leads to a new self-
understanding, | have paid attention to this issue that how we can go further from the open narrative
possibilities in the movie in the stage of memises3 and in the intersection of text world and the reader
world, measured the ability of the reader or the audience itself in his/her relation with forgiveness.

In this stage, | stated that how can the reader, by going beyond the open possibilities in the text
world, and using the text world for the real world of the reader, measures the possibility of forgiveness
as “thereness” in his/her world and in Ricouer’s language appropriate the “thereness” of forgiveness.
By re-figuration of the movie narration and the appropriation of the text world by the reader and as a
new hero of the narration passes from the ontological turbulence of forgiveness possibility and be
invited to the “thereness” arena of love and freedom till in the interval of his self-understanding
achieves a new understanding of forgiveness.
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