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Abstract

Proving the external world is one of the issues that have been a concern of
Heidegger since the beginning of his career. Throughout the course of his
philosophical thought, Heidegger repeatedly attempts to recover the early Greek
pre-Socratic experience of existence as gdaic (phosis). By tracing the roots of the
words gvoig and nature, he rejects the translation of ¢voig to nature and states that
this translation became the reason for the deviation of philosophy and then science,
as a result of which, in Kant's philosophy, the need to prove the external world was
felt. Therefore, he tried to distance himself from scientism and the scientific view,
and in referring to Greek thought, he showed that the lack of proof of the external
world is not due to the neglect of Greek philosophers, but lies in their way of
looking at the relationship between man and the world. To solve these problems,
referring to Aristotle's philosophy, he interprets terms such as ¢doig, enayoyng,
artia, dpyr, etc. In his opinion, for Aristotle, gdoic is the Being in itself and other
terms such as ortia, dpyn, and especially ovoio should be redefined and interpreted
in this regard. By presenting this interpretation, he shows that the relationship
between man and Being is deeper than the need to prove Being. Being manifests
before beings and before them for humans, and humans are able to exist through it.
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Introduction

The book “On the Being and conception of @dboic in Aristotle’s physics B, 1” shows that the
confrontation with the problem of proving the external world was one of the most important issues that
occupied the young Heidegger’s mind. He believes that the Romans incorrectly translated ¢voig as
natura, which is more closely related to the Greek root yev-, meaning “to be born, to come into being,”
than to @vo1c.

But what does @Ooic mean? To answer this question, Heidegger in the above book, interpreting
emayoyng as “leading towards” in Aristotle’s words, states that the main characteristic of things whose
existence is from @Ooc1g is movement, which indicates being directed towards something; and in
Heidegger’s view, leading towards beings or, beyond that, leading towards existence. If we directly
experience and pay attention to those beings that are from @bo1g, then we consider both the being that
moves and its state of being “being-moved”.

Before attempting to see what @¥c1¢ means in relation to those moving beings, Heidegger wants to
identify the beings of the realm of ¢vo1g and therefore begins by interpreting the relation of causality.

He states that some beings “are” through other “causes,” but the first group, those called causes, are
through @bo1g. So from the beginning @voig is the cause (outiov, aitia). artiov here means the thing
responsible for the fact that a being is as it is. attwov is translated by Heidegger as Ur-sache, the source
and origin of the thing. Heidegger also uses the German word Vershulden as a translation of the Greek
attie, a word that means responsibility, cause, as well as guilt and debt. A cause is that to which a
being owes its being.

Heidegger goes on to explain the reason more precisely, stating that the Greeks called beings
“constant”, which has a double meaning: on the one hand, that which endures in itself, that which
precedes, endures “outside”; On the other hand, constant means firm and lasting, that which remains
over time. Accordingly, @Oo1c is what is responsible for the fact that “constant” has a unique position
in itself.

Heidegger also discusses the meaning of the word apyn and considers origin and regulation as its
two meanings, and states that in order to express the unity that oscillates between these two meanings,
we can translate apyn as the origin of regulation and regulation of origin. For Heidegger, the
combination of these two meanings is essential and expresses the meaning of avtiov more precisely.
Heidegger states that @bOoig is dpyr; that is, the origin and order of the “being-moved” and the
stationary, especially in the moving being that has dapyr in itself. In his view, moving beings exist only
insofar as their place of being is in motion. Heidegger states that Aristotle here defines @vo1ig as the
apyn Kwnoewg (origin and beginning of movement and motion) that causes something to appear. If we
consider all these “appearances” that share a common denominator as types of movement together, we
come close to their main characteristic that Aristotle establishes in the word and concept of
“uetafoln” (to change); And that means that in a change, something hidden and absent appears. So,
according to Heidegger, we must learn, in order to accompany Aristotle, how for the Greeks
movement as a state of being has the structure of emergence in presence.

Therefore, “pvo1g”, dpyf Kwvnoewg, is the origin and order of change, so that everything that
changes has this order in itself. The difference between the group of ¢voig ovta, which have their
apyn, that is, the beginning and origin of their movement of existence, not in another being, but in
themselves, and the artifacts, is that apyn is the artifacts of Teyvn, which as knowledge and know-how,
in Apyitextov, the creator, that is, the one who controls teyvn as dpyn.

Heidegger then goes on to explain ovciwa by avoiding the usual translations and familiar
interpretations of “substance” and “essence” and opts for the term “beingness”. He argues that this
term actually tells us almost nothing, and that is precisely its advantage. In fact, pOo1c is ovoia, that
which distinguishes a being from us, and in one word: Being. He goes on to explain how simple and
clear is the explanatory phrase that Aristotle adds after the word ovcuwa in the above text: vmokeievov
YOp TL KL €V VTOPOKEWWEV®D €0TIV 1] VOIS agl: For @ooig is always like a lying-present, and “in” a
lying-present. Heidegger states that this sentence explains to what extent @vo1g is ovola and therefore
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has the character of being and existence. This requires that we understand vmokeipevov in a way that
corresponds to to ov. Accordingly, vrokeylevov can mean “something that is distinguished by the pre-
present”, and therefore can mean the pre-present itself.

Heidegger continues, in accordance with the explanation of ovcwn through vmoxeyevov, the
existence of beings meant for the Greeks presence: “there” beforehand and “in front of...” So @¥o1¢ as
“ovolwn”, especially for Aristotle, means ‘“constant presence”. But what does presence mean?
According to Heidegger, presence is a temporal category, and Aristotle considers time in terms of the
present, the now, and perhaps even as something present itself, as a being among other beings.

Now it has been established through éraymyfic that gvoig dvta are the same as kvpva, that is: the
existence of @Ooig in the state of being-moved. Accordingly, the question of understanding being-
moved as a mode and state of being, that is, being-present, arises. Only then can ¢vc1g be understood
in its being as the origin and order of being-moved, that is, that which itself moves from outside itself
and towards itself. Therefore, the question of @Vo1g rather than evoig Gvta is more an inquiry into the
being of those beings from which it is already clear how beings of such an existence can have
properties in general.

“But the attempt to prove that ¢vo1g is futile” Heidegger asks, quoting Aristotle, why this attempt is
futile? Because @Oo1g does not need to be proven, since wherever a being of ¢voig stands out in the
open, eVoig has already shown itself and is exposed to view.

For Heidegger, the way to reach what is already seen but not yet understood is “leading towards”;
that is, emayoyn. This is what compels us to look further ahead, to what we are not ourselves, to
something far away that is nevertheless closest, closer than anything that our progress sees before our
eyes or In order not to ignore the closest and at the same time the most distant, we must stand beyond
the obvious and the "real” and come into contact with existence. In the literal sense, man becomes ex-
sistent. Existence, which is referred to in English as "Being", originally means "standing out" or
"appearance”, which is made up of two parts: ex, meaning "out" and sistence, meaning "standing".
Therefore, @Vo1G as existence, the pre-existence of beings, appears to man, and man also has existence
towards this world, and therefore the relationship of man with existence is such that they cannot be
separated from each other, and therefore there is no need to prove the existence of the world.
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Abstract

Ethical propositions such as "justice is necessary" are considered
“mashhurat” (well-known or commonly accepted beliefs), which are
propositions that gain general acceptance due to universal or specific group
endorsement. Mohaqiq Isfahani deems their reality solely as constructs of
rational individuals, according to the strict definition of “mashhurat”.
Therefore, he regards ethical propositions as conventional. Furthermore, he
sees a division between “mashhurat” and axioms; since he believes only
axioms reveal true reality, from his perspective, “mashhurat”, which are
distinct from axioms, possess no reality beyond the constructs of rational
people, thus negating their reality. This research aims not only to elucidate
the nature of ethical propositions from the perspective of Mohagiq Isfahani
and identify key factors influencing his viewpoint, but also to criticize the
notion that “mashhurat” are distinct from illusions. Therefore, it seems
incorrect to assert that “mashhurat” and axioms are separate categories;
rather, foundational proofs should be divided in terms of the method of
knowledge into “mashhurat” and illusions, and in terms of the value of
knowledge into axioms and assumptions. Additionally, defining specific
“mashhurat” as having no reality other than the constructs of rational
individuals is an innovation of the Isfahani scholar. However, in the correct
view, specific “mashhurat” should only be considered regarding their
method of understanding, and the possibility of them having reality should
not be dismissed.
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Extended abstract

Moral sentences such as "it is necessary to have justice" are considered common beliefs; and common
beliefs are sentences that have gained general acceptance in order to be accepted by everyone or a
specific group; According to the definition of common beliefs, Mohaqiqg Isfahani considers their
reality to be only a rational agreement; Therefore, it considers moral sentences as conventional and
based on reality; also he considers the common beliefs and the axioms to be opposite to each other and
considers the axioms to be the reality, so the common beliefs that are opposite to the axioms have no
reality other than intellectual agreement; This research is trying to reach a correct view about the
common beliefs in a special sense, by descriptive-analytical method in addition to explaining and
examining the basis of Mohagiq Isfahani's opinion in denying the reality of common beliefs, Is it
correct to be divide between certainty and common beliefs? Is there any kind of reality for common
beliefs? Is it possible to be certainty of common beliefs? And is it possible to revise divide of common
beliefs?

Considering that moral sentences are considered common beliefs and whether these sentences are
true or not has a significant effect on human moral behavior, it is important to pay attention to the
basis of the viewpoint of influential thinkers such as Mohagiq Isfahani; Especially, by clarifying the
basis of the thinkers' point of view, one can better understand the weakness or strength of their point of
view. In addition to the fact that can be better to get the correct point of view by paying attention to the
basis of the Isfahani researcher's point of view. Therefore, this research tries to achieve a descriptive-
analytical method based on Mohagiq Isfahani 's point of view about the reality of moral sentences.

Mohagiq Esfahani has considered moral sentences such as "it is necessary to have justice" as
common beliefs with a special meaning and he considers them to be an indicator of the contract of the
wise, which has no reality other than this contract of the wise. His words have at least two important
bases; division's first basis is to place the common beliefs in front of the certainties, which considers
the common beliefs as lacking in reality, although he considers these common beliefs to be based on
reality; But common beliefs are expressive the contract of the wise; The second basis of his point of
view is his definition of common beliefs in a special sense and rejects common beliefs as a reality
beyond the contract of the wise. It seems that the innovative definition of Mohagqiq Isfahani is without
intellectual and narrative support, in addition to the division of common beliefs and certainties is not
compatible with their nature.

A rational discussion of the place of common beliefs in determining the ratio of common beliefs to
reality and explaining the type of reality supporting these cases is admirable in the perspective of
Mohagiq Isfahani; But the basis of denying the reality of common beliefs things in his words does not
seem correct due to the following five forms; First of all, there is a problem in the definition of
Mohagiq Esfahani's common beliefs; Secondly, it is possible to explain the certainty and to be obvious
of some moral sentences such as "it is necessary to have justice"; Thirdly, the lack of mutual
Integration is generally not correct; Fourthly, the fact that common beliefs are division is disputed
with certainties, and fifthly, There is a difference between the absence of reality and not paying
attention to that reality, Paying attention to this distinction in this discussion will avoid confusion.
That have been explained in detail about these five problems in this research.

The criterion of this research for categorizing the premises of reasoning is based on the nature of each
of these premises; The summary of the matter is that it seems possible to categorize the premises of
reasoning based on their nature as follows; So that certainties and suspects are opposite each other in the
category based on the degree of belief in the correspondence of those premises with their reality;
common beliefs and illusions are also opposite each other in the category; Because they indicate the way
of knowledge through which these cases are known, and through the way of knowledge in these two
categories of cases, the way of fame and power of illusion is intended; In addition, Accepted,
imaginations and persuasions are opposite each other in the category. because persuasions and
Accepted place the addressee in the position of submission, and persuasions in addition to surrendering
the addressee, convince him, and acceptances are a part of persuasions that accept the case through a
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trusted person or persons and People are convinced; Imaginations also aims to arouse the emotions of the
audience, and the passive power of the audience is stimulated; But fallacies are opposite all the premises
of reasoning; Because fallacies are the names of cases which, due to a verbal or spiritual mistake, are
considered to be one of the premises of reasoning, and its diagram is drawn as follows:

certainties
divided into the
degree of belief in the

correspondence of
the sentence with

strong likelihood

Real Common beliefs

I
< Appearance Common

beliefs
non fallacies
Common Beliefs in the
the premises of m : general sense
reasoning It is divided according
to the source of
fallacies knowledge m <
I

Sheer Common beliefs
persuasions E— accepted
Based on the degree <

Selected diagram from the categorizing of the premises of reasoning

Obviouslies

impact on the
audience

The results of this research can be counted as follows: First of all, based on the nature of the premises
of reasoning, it seems that it is not true that the common beliefs and the axioms are divided, but the
reasoning premises are divided into common beliefs and illusions in terms of the way of knowing and in
terms of the value of knowledge into axioms and strong likelihood, in addition to the fact that the
definition of certain common beliefs to a reality other than intellectual agreement is one of the
undocumented innovations of Mohaqiq Isfahani; but in the common beliefs cases, in a special sense,
attention is not paid to the reality of common beliefs cases, but only to the way of knowing these cases.

Secondly, the new division is presented according to the criterion of the nature of the premises of
reasoning, which prevents the confusion of some fallacies, such as what happened to Mohagiq Isfahani;
Thirdly, paying attention to the nature of the premises of reasoning of evidence causes attention to the
territory of these premises, in addition to the fact that it causes researchers to distinguish between not
having reality and paying attention to the reality of having or not having a celebrity; Because according
to the nature of the premises of reasoning, the attention of that basis is determined.

Fourthly, this research has provided an explanation of some moral axioms that are considered
analytical propositions, therefore the statement of Mohagiq Esfahani that moral sentences are
Common beliefs in a special sense is rejected, and it is possible that some its sentences are considered
to be in Common beliefs in a general sense, such as "having justice". Fifthly, by explaining the
analytical nature of some moral propositions, moral sentences can be divided into two categories,
axiomatic and theoretical, and some theoretical moral sentences can be deduced and proved by relying
on axiomatic moral sentences.
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Abstract

Generally, Descartes is considered a philosopher who played a significant
role in the foundation of modern philosophy and is also regarded as the one
who paved the way for scientific thinking. Among Descartes' views, his
attention to mathematics as a science that entirely contains "certain
propositions™ is prominent. This attention made him believe in the theory of
the unity of sciences with mathematical characteristics. From Descartes'
point of view, "measurability,” "order,” and " deductive method" are the
main features of mathematics. He used the term "universal mathematics"
for all sciences that benefit from those characteristics. Among his opinions,
Descartes' understanding of "infinity" is also different from most scholastic
philosophers. He considered infinity as a positive concept that exists in
humans and contrasts with the conventional perception; he believed that it
is possible to have a perception of the finite from the rejection of the
infinite. However, this attitude has faced many challenges up to now. In
this article, we will investigate Descartes' theory of infinity and
demonstrate that his work was a good start but encompassed theoretical
ambiguities that later have been clarified by mathematicians.
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Abstract

According to Rorty's point of view, there is no authority called Truth to
measure social values; established practices in society are not based on
Truth but are dynamic products of free conversation, consensus, and
agreement among members of society. Rorty's hope that it is possible to
provide a criterion for measuring social values without appealing to the
truth and solely through free-floating conversation has provoked many
criticisms. The most central part of these criticisms, in line with what
Richard Bernstein calls "Cartesian anxiety," refers to the concern that if
there is no Truth, everything is lawful! In other words, for many critics,
Rorty's standpoint against truth, his denial of the fixed foundations of belief
and social obligations, inevitably means that we will have no reliable
criteria by which to criticize the current beliefs and practices of society.
Each argues differently that Rorty's view deprives society of the critical
capacity to evaluate social values. In this article, with an analytical
approach, we examine Rorty's point of view in the framework of this
critical line. We aim to demonstrate that these criticisms are based on a
misunderstanding and an incoherent reading of Rorty's views. According to
the conclusion of this research, his pragmatism not only does not mean
denying the possibility of criticizing the current practices of society, but it
is an innovative attempt to provide a plan of non-truth-centered critical
constructs designed, in line with post-modern thought to escape it from
Cartesian anxiety.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Rorty's political project is formed in line with his criticism of the traditional Platonic notion of Truth.
He describes the Platonism tradition as a failed attempt to attain Truth. For Rorty, this failure is
directly related to the nature of Truth. Truth is too transcendent, so to speak, to be either recognized or
aimed at (Rorty, 2000: 2). Rorty argues that truth is only attainable from "God's-Eye View" and that
"God's-Eye View" is unattainable. We are always limited to the human perspective. We may say either
"I believe sentence S is true," 'S is true," or both. Going from the former assertion to the latter is not a
philosophically pregnant transition from the "human perspective” to the "God's-Eye View." It is
merely a stylistic difference (Rorty, 2000: 56). He extends his stance against truth to the realm of
socio-political life. According to Rorty's argument, since reaching or even getting close to the truth
cannot be recognized, one should be skeptical of the claims of philosophers and politicians who think
they have found the truth or that their political approach is based on truth. Accordingly, while in the
Platonic tradition, order and justice are pursued in the pursuit of a transcendent truth that can serve as
a reference for resolving social conflicts, in Rorty's utopia, no authority based on truth is acceptable.
He imagines a world "in which the idea of finding an authority to which to subject ourselves is
gradually getting replaced by the idea of coming to an agreement among ourselves™ (Rorty, 1999:
110). Context-dependent justificatory conversation constitutes the essential pillar of Rorty's political
view. Since truth could never be reached, we should suffice by justifying our beliefs to our audience.
Truth is what our peers will let us get away with saying. According to Rorty, studying order and
justice in human societies does not require a context-transcendent, metaphysical description of truth.
There are no criteria for measuring current society's practices over the head of the conversation; Social
values are the product of free consensus and agreement of society members.

Rorty's hope that free-floating conversation can measure society's values without truth has
provoked much criticism. The most central part of these criticisms can be articulated under the title of
"Cartesian anxiety." This term, first coined by Richard Bernstein to present his criticisms of Rorty,
captures the anxiety that abandoning a fixed and unchanging truth about ourselves and the world
around us leads to a kind of extreme relativism or skepticism (Bernstein, 1983: 18). Simply put,
Cartesian anxiety refers to the concern that, in the famous words of Dostoyevsky, "without God [read
truth] ... all things are lawful then" (Dostoyevsky, 2009: 762). Many of Rorty's critics follow the same
line of criticism. As this article puts it, their opposition to Rorty stems from a kind of Cartesian
anxiety. Each of them argues in different ways that Rorty's stance against truth, his denial of the fixed
foundations of belief and social obligations, inevitably leads to the conclusion that we have no reliable
criteria by which to criticize the current beliefs and practices of society. More precisely, they believe
that Rorty's position deprives society of the critical capacity necessary to evaluate social values. This
article argues against this line of criticism. We aim to demonstrate that Rorty's pragmatism not only
does not imply denying the possibility of criticizing the current practices of the society, but it is an
innovative attempt to present a plan of non-truth-centered critical structures, in line with postmodern
thought to escape it from Cartesian anxiety.

2. Significance of the Issue

According to the Platonic tradition, social order and justice are measured based on a fixed, unified,
and transcendent truth. The more of the truth we uncover, the more common ground we will find, and
the more tolerant and inclusivist we shall therefore become. The metaphysical dilemmas and piled-up
anomalies arising from the Platonic approach to the notion of truth have provoked a reaction in the
postmodern world that can be called "post-truth politics.” This title refers to the general decline of the
traditional validity of truth in political discourse (Forstenzer, 2018: 6). In other words, the importance
of truth as a measure of social values has been doubted in postmodern thought. According to this
thought, the traditional idea that there is one true narrative about the reality of the world is not only
wrong but obnoxious (Engel, 2002: 2). Hereupon, the significant issue that postmodernism is
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grappling with is to arrive at a plan of non-truth-centered critical constructs to evaluate the current
societal practices.

This article topically discusses Richard Rorty's political pragmatism as a response to the
postmodernist issue mentioned. In this regard, it is significant to address Rorty as one of the most
prominent defenders of the post-metaphysical approach to the concept of truth. Although Rorty was
reluctant to have his thoughts classified as a postmodernist, by replacing the fixed notion of truth with
a flexible product of social relations, he bears much of the intellectual responsibility for beginning
post-truth politics (Forstenzer, 2018: 4).

3. Research Methodology

In this research, we will collect information using library resources and present the content through a
critical-analytical approach. We will begin by explaining the main criticisms directed at Rorty's ideas
within the context of Cartesian anxiety. Following this, we will analyze and evaluate Rorty's political
views concerning those criticisms.

4. Conclusion

Much of the criticisms raised against Rorty's political pragmatism are rooted in a misunderstanding
and an incoherent reading of his views. According to the view put forward by Rorty, the inability to
stand beyond the Human perspective does not imply the inability to criticize social practices. Social
critics can evaluate and argue for the practices of society. They merely cannot claim authority for their
point of view over the head of what can be achieved through conversation. Although Rorty rejects the
traditional notion of truth, his position can include the view that some ideas and practices are harmful
and distorting and must be reconsidered. However, Rorty's contextualized account of the structure of
social criticism does not satisfy his opponents. This dissatisfaction is apparently not due to his
proposal's lack of critical capacity. It seems that Rorty's critics oppose his idea because they consider
the achievements of such a narrative to be less than what Platonic narratives, which rely on a context-
transcendent truth, promised. However, in the face of these criticisms, it should be noted that
postmodernism is a reaction to the failure of the traditional approach to fulfill these same promises.
Measuring social values is facing serious challenges around the world today, in both traditional and
postmodern parts. While in traditional parts, following a Platonic approach, the search for a
transcendent truth to overcome these challenges continues, Rorty seeks to update the concept of social
criticism in line with the more tentative sensibilities of postmodern thought, in which truth is deeply
suspect. From this point of view, "Cartesian anxiety" is not an accurate criticism of Rorty's thought.
On the contrary, his political pragmatism is an innovative attempt to provide a plan of non-truth-
centered critical constructs in order to escape the postmodern world from Cartesian anxiety.
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Abstract

The problem of diagnosing science from pseudoscience- widely known as
the Demarcation Problem- has both theoretical and practical significance in
philosophy of science. While for decades philosophers have tried to provide
a satisfying solution to this problem, still there is no agreed answer to the
guestion. The difficulties of demarcating science from pseudoscience can
be divided into two main categories: challenges for defining a demarcating
criterion, and challenges for applying the criterion to the occurred cases.
Whereas most of the debates are centered around the first category, this
paper focuses on one problem from the second one. Specification of the
authority who possesses the necessary competence and legitimacy to
discern science from pseudoscience is a difficulty for the application of
demarcating criteria. It seems that the most complicated cases for this
problem are those in which defenders of the suspected pseudoscience are
themselves members of a scientific society. These cases are examples of a
situation called “experts’ disagreement” in social epistemology. In this
paper, I try to utilize insights from social epistemology about experts’
disagreement and complement them with the idea of “cognitive labor
division” to overcome the challenge of finding the competent authority for
identifying science from pseudoscience.
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1. Introduction

Recognizing reliable knowledge from unreliable, and scientific knowledge from unscientific has been
an old question among philosophers. But perhaps it was Popper’s introduction of the Demarcation
Problem that brought demarcating science from pseudoscience on the stage of philosophy. The
theoretical significance of the problem is due to the necessity of distinguishing science from other
similar phenomena for disciplines like the philosophy of science and studies of science. But the
problem has considerable practical aspects too. Many social, political, and economic activities like
public education, science and technology policy-making, public health and medicine, scientific
broadcasting, and so forth -which strongly affect the lives of people- presuppose some concepts of
science. While false recognition of pseudoscience as science in those activities would cause a waste of
finance, time, and people’s lives, false rejection of science as pseudoscience would cause missing
great opportunities.

The early answers to the problem of demarcation introduced some single condition as the necessary
and sufficient condition for being scientific. Popper’s criterion of falsifiability, Lakatos’s proposed
progressiveness, and Kuhn’s suggestion of the capacity for problem-solving are the most famous ones.

In 1983 Larry Laudan published a paper titled “The Demise of the Demarcation Problem” in which
he claimed that to distinguish science from pseudoscience, a useful demarcation criterion should
include necessary and sufficient conditions of being scientific. As is apparent in the failed attempts,
this task is almost impossible due to the heterogeneous nature of different scientific disciplines.
Regarding the demarcation problem as a pseudo-problem, Laudan claimed that the term pseudoscience
is abused in intellectual contests, and it is better to focus on demarcating reliable knowledge from
unreliable instead.

Laudan arguments greatly affected philosophers but still didn’t convince them to give up on the
problem. Taking into account more complexities and considerations led to different kinds of answers
in the later works. A common shift was from introducing a single criterion to proposing multiple
criteria. Another one was abandoning the formal framework of necessary and sufficient conditions in
favor of the modest claim of identifying various factors that contribute to the scientificness of a theory.
Later answers also, shed light on the social differences between science and pseudoscience .

Thagard and Mahner’s work are two examples among many of this kind. Thagard proposes two
profiles for science and pseudoscience, more analogy to each one is the indicator of a field’s being
scientific or pseudoscientific. The profiles contain items like resemblance thinking versus correlation
thinking; seeking empirical confirmations and refutations versus ignoring empirical results; evaluating
the theory regarding alternative theories versus neglecting rival theories and so forth (Thagard, 1988:
170). Similarly, Mahner sets two lists of questions about social and logical/methodological issues that
facilitate evaluating a field’s scientificness (Mahner, 2013: 38-39). But still, there are significant
disagreements about various aspects of the demarcation problem.

Challenges for Demarcation
There are too many challenges that keep the demarcation problem from being easily solved. The first
set of challenges concerns the definition of a demarcating criterion. Finding an agreed list of
pseudosciences, heterogeneity among different disciplines of science, heterogeneity among the cases
of pseudoscience, specifying the unite of science/pseudoscience, temporality of science, and ambiguity
of borders of pseudoscience with bad science and proto-science are some of the major challenges.
However, there are also some challenges regarding the application of demarcating criteria.
Supposing that an almost satisfying demarcation criterion is given, still there are problems with
applying it. One of the challenges of this set is the time duration of assessing a case. Another one is to
identify the competent authority who can recognize pseudoscience by appealing to the criterion. In
extreme cases, this task could be achieved simply. But in the more complicated and boundary cases, it
is not easy anymore. Various kinds of information and skills are needed for a person to be able to
evaluate a given case justifiably.
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2. Specification of the Competent Authority and the Problem of Experts’ Disagreement

Some philosophers believe that scientists have the authority to decide on boundary cases. Dawes for
example thinks that active engagement of a scientific society with a theory is the pro tanto reason for
considering it as scientific (Dawes, 2018: 294-295). But there are at least two reasons that keep us
from acknowledging scientists as the sole and competent authority. First, in some controversial cases,
defenders of a suspected pseudoscience do belong to the scientific society (like participants of
Lysenkoism, or Physicians who practice alternative medicines). Therefore, the scientific affiliation of
one party doesn’t work anymore for settling the problem. Second, scientists have many non-epistemic
(or even unepistemic) motivations that affect their research activities. Possible biases, conflicts of
interest, and personal preferences are among the factors that can deviate scientists from a fair
judgment.

Controversial cases in which both sides of the debate (defenders of the suspected pseudoscience
and their opponents) have scientific credence, are instances of a situation known in social
epistemology as “experts’ disagreement”. Alvin Goldman asks if is it possible for a novice to
justifiably evaluate the incoherent claims of the experts. He tries to avoid a skeptical answer to this
question and seeks epistemic sources for a reliable judgment. Goldman introduces five sources for
assessing the disagreement: arguments presented by the contending experts; agreements from
additional experts; appraisals by meta-experts; evidence of experts’ interests and biases vis-a-vis the
question; and evidence of the experts’ past track records.

Goldman discusses that usually, novices don’t have proper access to these sources. Experts
frequently wouldn’t present their technical arguments to the public, and even if do so, laypeople can’t
understand or assess them. Also, appraisal of an unbiased meta-expert is not available for novices. The
same problems exist when a novice seeks to find possible interests and biases of the experts or
evaluate their past track of scientific works.

Goldman stops the project right here. But one can continue and ask how to overcome these
epistemic obstacles. It seems that the key solution is the enhancement of scientific society’s
communication. In these conditions, the required knowledge, accesses, and skills for judgment are not
captured by a single group. They are distributed among multiple relevant groups including scientists,
philosophers of science, sociologists of science, and scientific journalists. Rich and active
communication of these groups with each other and with the public can provide needed resources for a
reliable judgment in the cases of experts’ disagreement, especially when the subject of disagreement is
distinguishing science from pseudoscience.
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Abstract

Form is one of the challenging terms in the Kant's Critique of Judgment. In
his Critique of Pure Reason, he discusses in the transcendental aesthetics of
form in relation to a priori conditions of intuition, i.e. time and place. In
fact, the temporal and spatial arrangement of sensory intuitions is called
form. In Critique of Judgment, Kant considers form to be the most
important beautifying factor in aesthetic judgment and introduces terms
such as design and composition as its synonyms. It is quite clear that the
form presented in the third minute is the same form presented in the
transcendental aesthetics in the Critique of Pure Reason. On the other hand,
in Kant's sudden turn under the discussion of genius and beautiful art, the
content of artistic works or aesthetic ideas becomes more important. In this
way, a kind of inconsistency can be seen in the issues raised in the Critique
of Judgment. Some commentators believe that a kind of change of
perspective is observed in Kant's aesthetics due to the failure to justify the
universal validity of the aesthetic judgment. On the other hand, some other
commentators believe that by presenting a new and comprehensive
definition of form in Kant's aesthetics, it is possible to reconcile the two
apparently incompatible parts of Kant's Critique of Judgment. After
examining the commentaries, it was found that Alison's view is more
justified compared to other views. According to Allison, the form is the
arrangement of sensible data in such a way as to create a free harmony of
imagination and understanding.
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Introduction

The concept of form is particularly challenging in Kant’s aesthetic theory because it occupies a pivotal
role in both his earlier Critique of Pure Reason and the Critique of Judgment, yet it appears to undergo
significant development and reinterpretation between the two works. The tension between Kant’s
conceptualization of form and his introduction of aesthetic ideas under the category of genius and fine
art has led to various interpretative challenges, with scholars divided on whether Kant maintains a
consistent aesthetic theory or whether he subtly shifts his perspective to account for the subjective
universality of aesthetic judgments.

In the Critique of Pure Reason, Kant elaborates on the role of form within the framework of
transcendental aesthetics. He defines form as an a priori condition of intuition, particularly in relation
to space and time. Space and time, as pure forms of sensible intuition, structure all human experience
and provide the necessary conditions for perceiving and organizing empirical reality. Within this
framework, form is understood as the structural arrangement of sensory intuitions according to these
fundamental conditions. The idea that form is preconditioned by the mind underscores Kant’s
commitment to transcendental idealism, in which the structure of experience is not derived from
empirical reality itself but rather from the innate faculties of human cognition.

Main Body

When Kant turns to aesthetics in the Critique of Judgment, he reintroduces the notion of form in a
different, though related, capacity. Here, form becomes the primary determinant of beauty in aesthetic
judgment. Kant argues that form, understood in terms of design and composition, is the central feature
that elicits a disinterested pleasure in the judgment of beauty. This pleasure arises not from the
object’s purpose, concept, or function, but from the free play of the faculties of imagination and
understanding as they engage with the object’s form. The appreciation of form in aesthetic judgment,
therefore, does not depend on any conceptual or cognitive determination, which aligns with Kant’s
insistence that beauty is a matter of subjective universality.

However, a tension emerges when Kant shifts his focus to the role of aesthetic ideas and the
function of genius in artistic creation. In this later section of the Critique of Judgment, Kant moves
beyond a purely formalist account of beauty and introduces a deeper engagement with content. He
argues that the highest form of artistic beauty is not merely formal but also involves the expression of
aesthetic ideas - representations that suggest more than what can be conceptually determined. These
aesthetic ideas are generated by the creative genius, who is capable of producing works that inspire
thought beyond determinate cognition. Unlike natural beauty, which is judged solely by its form,
artistic beauty is characterized by its capacity to convey a richness of meaning that transcends direct
conceptual articulation.

This apparent shift from form to content introduces a potential inconsistency within Kant’s
aesthetic framework. While Kant initially prioritizes form as the essence of aesthetic judgment, his
discussion of aesthetic ideas and artistic genius seems to elevate content as a central aspect of artistic
appreciation. This has led some commentators to argue that Kant’s aesthetic theory undergoes a
change of perspective, possibly as a response to the difficulty of justifying the universal validity of
aesthetic judgments. Since Kant’s initial claim is that aesthetic judgment is based on a subjective yet
universally communicable experience, the introduction of aesthetic ideas - whose interpretation may
be more variable - poses a challenge to the coherence of his system.

Several scholars have attempted to reconcile this tension by proposing a more comprehensive
understanding of form within Kant’s aesthetics. Among these interpretations, Henry Allison’s
perspective is particularly compelling. Allison argues that form, rather than being a rigidly defined
concept limited to spatial and temporal arrangement, should be understood as the organization of
sensible data in a way that facilitates the free harmony of imagination and understanding. In this view,
form is not merely an abstract or geometric structure but encompasses the dynamic interplay of
perceptual and cognitive faculties that give rise to aesthetic appreciation. This broader definition
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allows for a more seamless integration of Kant’s discussions of natural beauty, artistic beauty, and
aesthetic ideas.

By adopting Allison’s interpretation, it becomes possible to see Kant’s aesthetics as maintaining an
underlying coherence. The formal qualities of an artwork or natural object provide the conditions for
aesthetic appreciation by engaging the faculties in a harmonious interplay. However, in the case of
artistic beauty, this formal engagement is further enriched by the presence of aesthetic ideas, which
stimulate thought beyond mere formal recognition. Rather than representing a fundamental
contradiction, Kant’s shift from form to aesthetic ideas can be understood as an expansion of his initial
theory to account for the unique dimensions of artistic expression. In this way, the Critique of
Judgment maintains its central premise—that aesthetic judgment is rooted in the subjective play of
cognitive faculties—while accommodating the depth and richness of artistic experience.

Moreover, this interpretation aligns with Kant’s broader epistemological commitments. In the
Critique of Pure Reason, Kant is primarily concerned with the conditions that make knowledge
possible, and form is treated in strictly transcendental terms as a necessary condition for experience. In
the Critique of Judgment, however, Kant shifts his focus to the subjective experience of beauty and the
way in which aesthetic judgment operates independently of conceptual determination. By extending
the notion of form to include the structuring of aesthetic experience, Kant provides a unified
framework that accounts for both the immediacy of aesthetic pleasure and the deeper engagement
evoked by artistic genius.

Ultimately, the contrast between form and aesthetic ideas in the Critique of Judgment should not be
seen as a contradiction but rather as a dialectical development within Kant’s aesthetic thought. The
formalist emphasis in the first part of the Critique of Judgment establishes the foundation for aesthetic
judgment, while the discussion of genius and aesthetic ideas expands this foundation to encompass the
richness of artistic creativity. By interpreting form in a more comprehensive manner, as suggested by
Allison, it becomes possible to reconcile these seemingly disparate aspects of Kant’s theory and
appreciate the Critique of Judgment as a cohesive and sophisticated exploration of aesthetic
experience.

Conclusion

Kant’s discussion of form in the Critique of Judgment presents a complex and evolving account of
aesthetic experience. While form is initially treated as the primary determinant of beauty, the later
introduction of aesthetic ideas and the role of genius in artistic creation suggests a broader, more
nuanced understanding of aesthetic appreciation. The apparent inconsistency in Kant’s aesthetic theory
has been the subject of extensive scholarly debate, with some commentators viewing it as a shift in
perspective and others attempting to reconcile the different aspects of his argument. Among these
interpretations, Allison’s perspective offers a particularly compelling resolution, proposing that form
should be understood not merely as a static structure but as the dynamic organization of perceptual and
cognitive faculties that enable aesthetic judgment. By adopting this broader definition, it becomes
possible to integrate Kant’s discussions of natural and artistic beauty into a unified framework, thereby
preserving the coherence of the Critique of Judgment as a foundational work in aesthetic philosophy.
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Abstract

The discussion about the state has been a serious and challenging topic
throughout human life, especially in the modern era. Therefore, at a time
when this discussion has had many ups and downs in Europe, Schiller,
under the influence of Kant, proposed the theory of "aesthetic state™ and
among competing theories and in opposition to what modernity has
prepared for man and the new world, presenting a different point of view
suits the taste of the times .In this article, an attempt has been made to
systematically explain the place of this debate in Kant's thought, and after
presenting the basics of his aesthetic theory, Schiller's point of view on the
aesthetic state and its similarities and differences with Kant's thought have
been evaluated. For this purpose, both Schiller's philosophical works have
been referred to and his dramatic works have been discussed. In the
continuation of the article, the influence of this idea on the thinkers of the
Romantic era and the formation of the idea of the poetic state and the
organic state and its development process have been discussed. Finally,
while comparing the difference between the views of Kant and Hegel in the
discussion of culture and the influence of this view in the definition of the
state, the difference between the state as a work of art, as proposed by
Schiller, and Hegel's organic state and how they influence the field of
culture, society and politics Assessment has been made.
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Introduction

In this article, it is first explained that During the Enlightenment era, the idea of a "mechanical state”
in the Cartesian mathematical world was proposed, but the romantics went beyond this idea and
proposed an "organic state” that conveyed both the feeling of freedom to the citizens and the sense of
belonging to the community and necessity, Historical development and cultural tradition. The idea of
"the state as a work of art" or the aesthetic state was proposed in such a context by Friedrich Schiller
under the influence of Kant and expanded and developed with other romantics.

By considering the judgment of taste as subjective, Kant proposes his Copernican revolution in
criticizing the power of judgment and speaks to get rid of relativism, alienation and reflection on the
object in the free play of cognitive powers. He also refers to the common human capacity to perceive
beauty by talking about common sense.

In fact, Kant is trying to save beauty, art and aesthetics from the evil of predetermined rules with
this separation and distinction between types of rulings. In fact, contrary to the existing tradition in art
theory, Kant seeks to liberate aesthetics from quantitative rules. According to him, genius is to
establish a rule in nature. Contrary to some interpretations, he does not negate the rule, however, the
rule he establishes is not conceptual either. According to him, art has its own rules and establishes its
own rules through the play of imagination. However, Schiller is more serious in seeking to save art
and aesthetics from pre-determined rules and show the relationship between art and politics more
clearly than Kant. He considers even politics to be free from predetermined rules.

However, despite the fact that Kant was trying to give rationality and discipline and a framework to
art, later romanticist thinkers separated from Kant by allowing feelings and emotions completely free.
In the meantime, following Kant, Schiller wanted to preserve the free play of imagination and
understanding at the same time and make it orderly. It should also be noted that Schiller, in addition to
his philosophical works, also has points to consider in his "plays". Although he did not explicitly use
the term "artistic state", his dramatic works often reflect his philosophical ideas about aesthetics, ethics
and the state. Therefore, he has examined the themes related to ideal state, the role of aesthetics and
the transforming power of art in his plays in addition to his letters .Among them are the plays of Don
Carlos, Bandits, Mary Stewart and etc.

In order to preserve rationality in art and free it from predetermined frameworks, Schiller uses the
drive of play, which is between two basic drives; That is, the sensory drive and the facial drive
mediate. Schiller explains that these two drives are often in conflict and introduces the play drive as a
reconciling force that harmonizes the sensory and facial drives. The play drive is at the center of
aesthetic experience and the aesthetic state. A state that is on the transition from a natural state (that is,
a state based on sensory drives) to a moral state (based on facial drives).

Next, this article talked about the romantic organic state, which like any organism grows and
develops over time and adapts itself to local conditions. As a result, the structure of such a state is the
result of historical development and tradition, not the result of formal agreements and fake statutes
imposed from above. In this article, it is mentioned that the organic state of Hegel is different from the
organic state of the thinkers of the romantic era. The Hegelian state is under the idea of "concept" or
"reasonable form", but Schiller's aesthetic state is under the idea of aesthetics, poetry, and art, and the
difference between the two is the difference in the meaning of culture according to Kant and Hegel,
which shows itself in the difference in the meaning of Kultur and Bildung.

In the following, the state is poeticized and features are listed for it, including: the presence of faith
and love, which can make the society more harmonious, and through common spiritual and emotional
ties, it strengthens unity and harmony among its citizens. In the poetic state, the power of the state
comes from its ability to reflect and nurture the spiritual and inner life of its citizens. A state that goes
beyond mere political and rational management and creates a society with shared moral and spiritual
values.

In the following, by mentioning the differences between the artistic state and the aesthetic state
and proposing that the goal of the romantics was to transform the world into a work of art, and
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therefore, in their opinion, not only poems, plays and novels, but even the individual, society and the
state are also works of art, as a result, the unity Sense and intellect are necessary to become a beautiful
soul, the final result is described as follows: the "state as a work of art" that Schiller discusses is
actually a concept that simultaneously includes the characteristics of the aesthetic state, the organic
state, and the poetic state. Although these concepts are closely related, they can be understood with
minor differences based on the context and interpretation. The state of art is based on the common
capacity of human beings to perceive beauty without predetermined rules, and based on individual
ends, not fixed functions. For this purpose, the drive of play is the mechanism that creates the aesthetic
state and establishes true freedom. This freedom is achieved through aesthetic education. The active
participation of free citizens and self-regulating groups and mediation between the state and the people
is one of the capacities to realize freedom in an artistic state, and it arises and expands from the needs
and requirements of the people themselves, rather than being imposed on the society.

In the view of romanticism, every person and organization is considered as a work of art, and the
state is obliged to create harmony and compatibility between these people and organizations. A state
that can create order and beauty and harmony among the members of the society is actually a work of
art. The state is like a huge orchestra that creates harmony between the musicians. The state is also
obliged to pay attention to the goals of each individual and define the state in harmony with these
goals. In artistic Schiller's state, every human flourishes based on his talents, and the state provides a
space where people can freely and happily develop their talents. In such a state, every human remains
as a poem and a piece of music that actualizes beyond its function in an aesthetic horizon.

Therefore, since art is the manifestation of the absolute and a vital tool for expressing the absolute
and filling the gap between the finite and the infinite, Schiller's state is the extension of the absolute
and the establishment of the assemblies of nature and spirit. This state strives to bridge the gap
between the physical world and the spiritual realm and to extend its universal nature beyond borders.
An idea that later developed in different forms in the thought of Hegel and others.
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Abstract

Everybody acknowledges the importance of Socrates’ role and influence on
the history of philosophy, as well as on the culture of humanity. He is also
considered to be the first martyr of virtue and wisdom in human history. In
spite of this, even though most Western commentators recognize the
elevated meanings and high level of Socratic wisdom, they refuse to
consider it to have a supra-human source and to be divine prophet. In this
article and through the analysis of Socrates’ words and speeches, which can
be found in authentic sources such as some of Plato’s writings, the author
aims to prove the truth of Socrates’ claim according to which he had the
gift of prophecy. By putting together rational proofs and historical clues
from his life, we will underline the veracity of such a claim. A part of the
article will be dedicated to underlining the fact that our reasoning is based
on authentic and historical references of Socrates’ speeches, which are
mainly mentioned in Plato’s Apology. By quoting the main and most
important commentators’ views in this field, we will therefore endeavor to
show that there is a sort of general consensus among most commentators to
consider this treatise to be an historical document. The importance as well
as main outcome of this article is that if we accept this theory, the general
outlook of the history of philosophy will change radically. In addition, the
claim that wisdom has a divine source, which is mentioned repeatedly in
the content of divine wise men’s words and in some Islamic traditions, will
be confirmed. Moreover, the link between spiritual truths and human
reasoning will be corroborated and underlined.
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Summary

I. the mains aspects of prophecy are the existence of an extra-natural inspiration through which God
reveals truth to humans in order to introduce a change in human beliefs and conduct, and the prophet
being the exact embodiment of the contents of the revelation through his acts and thoughts. As we will
see in the course of our argumentation, Socrates meets all these criteria.

I1. Now, if Western philosophy is endowed with a divine source in its origin, one should search to
find out which factors have made it void of its spiritual substance, and if it does not lack such a
content in its essence, one should consider its medieval spiritual facet as something caused by
accidental factors such as Christianity, which subsequently disappeared in the wake of later historical
transformations such as the Renaissance, leading it to return to its original ‘purity.” Following this
hypothesis, It would have finally reached the absolute separation from any ontological perspective,
1.e., the peak of nihilism, due to refinements in the period from the Enlightenment to present times—
something similar to Heidegger’s analysis of the transformation of the philosophical system in the
West from Plato onwards.

I11. Heidegger considers that after the Pre-Socratics, and especially with Plato’s Philosophy,
Western philosophy forgot the real issue of philosophy, which should deal with existence itself, i. e.,
Being of beings. Then, if Socrates is a prophet and since he had a deep influence on Plato's thought,
considering that Plato’s philosophy has lost touch with the truth will no longer be true since it will be
the expression of divine truths in a conceptual and Philosophical way.

Moreover, proving such a claim may also refute the existence of a deep opposition between
philosophy and religion, a thesis defended by Heidegger. In his analysts of the history of Philosophy,
what Heidegger means by ‘West’ is Greece, which was made Roman and Christian, and became a
doctrinal subject in the religion. He considers such a thing to be impossible: ‘Christian philosophy is
more impossible than a round square; for circle and square are at least common in being geometrical
figures, while Christian faith and philosophy are essentially different’ (Heidegger 1982, 88). In his
other book entitled An Introduction to Metaphysics, Heidegger says that the most fundamental
question of philosophy is always: ‘Why are there essents’ rather that nothing?’ and then underlines
that ‘“Anyone for whom the Bible is divine revelation and truth has the answer to the question [...] even
before it is asked: everything that is, except God himself; has been created by Him.’ Then, after
recalling the biblical sentence according to which ‘In the beginning God has created heaven and
earth,” he adds: ‘Quite aside from whether these words from the Bible are true or false for faith, they
can supply no answer to our question because they are in no way related to it, Indeed they cannot even
be brought in to relation with our question. From the standpoint of faith our question is ‘foolishness’
(Heidegger 1968, 6-7). Thus, Heidegger considers that the expression ‘Christian philosophy’ does not
have any sense and that, in the first place, philosophy and religion are not compatible. If we can prove
that Socrates was actually a prophet, such a claim would be refuted, since the very source of Greek
philosophy would be a divine inspiration.’

1. Essents means existents. See translator’s footnote in An Introduction to Metaphysics, p. 1 ‘Essents=existents, things that are.’

2. However, we disagree with Heidegger's opinion on three matters: firstly, his interpretation of Presocratic philosophy,
which is based on the assertion that this philosophy is based on the direct expression of the very reality of Being itself, i.c.,
the Being of beings (especially in Parmenides and Heraclites’ Philosophies). According to Heidegger, this golden age of
philosophy ended with Plato and Socrates Whose thought marks the beginning of a decline of the ontological importance of
the question of Being, Which is to say the beginning of conceptual thought on beings or essents instead of the Being of
beings. We believe that even though such an interpretation in partly true, it confuses philosophy and gnosis. In our opinion,
what Heidegger considers to be the aim of philosophy, which is to say Being of beings, means a direct and Gnostic
apprehension of existence that can only be realized through direct contemplation and hot by conceptual philosophical
thought. Thus, the thought of Pre-Socratic philosophers such as Parmenides stems from an inner revelation and is closer to
gnosis than philosophical thought. In fact, the ‘Being of beings’ of Heidegger exactly corresponds to the ‘a priori
unconditioned being” (wujld I& beshart-e magsami), which is the subject of Islamic speculative gnosis and corresponds to the
reality of existence without any determination or condition, not even the condition of not having been conditioned and
determined, and concerns direct and Gnostic apprehension of existence. However, if we want to express any kind of
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If we consider Socrates as a prophet, it would contradict Heidegger’s point of view on the one hand
and also Christian researchers’ analysis, such as that of Gilson and Copleston, on the other, for they
also believe that the starting point of philosophy was paganism and not monotheism. In the last
chapter of his book The Spirit of Medieval Philosophy, Gilson asserts that: ‘f Plato and Aristotle were
monotheists, if they treated God and existence as having the same meaning [...] then the main subject
of this book was wrong and must be cast away.

IV. We should now deal with our main topic, namely whether we should consider Socrates to be a
prophet. How should one judge the personality and prophecy of Socrates as someone who is praised
by all men of thought in the whole world and is considered to be the supreme example of virtue and
wisdom? Is he, as Zeller considered, merely a theoretical philosopher like Aristotle? Or is he,
according to Burnet and Taylor, a divine sage and outstanding man of thought in the realm of
metaphysics, ethics and politics like Plato, and the ‘greatest teacher in European history’ (Jaeger
1939, 2:27)? Is he a pure ethical sage with some thoughts on the realm of the individual and social
happiness of humanity, as described by Heinrich Meier or Vlastos?* Or is he a divine prophet who was
sent to guide civilized, rational people, and like most divine prophets served his Lord his whole life
and finally sacrificed himself in this path? Some like Romano Guardini considered Socrates’ divine
call to be a historical reality that guided him in his divine mission (Guardini 1997, 95). Thus, all of
these theories have supporters, but only the last of them, i.e., the prophecy of Socrates, has not been
presented seriously among philosophers and historians of philosophy, and if a thinker tends to accept
some parts of this theory, he avoids declaring it clearly and completely. Some European thinkers such
as the Florentine Marsillo Ficino have drawn some parallels between Socrates and Jesus, especially
concerning their trials and deaths, and in one of his dialogues, Erasmus uses the expression ‘Saint
Socrates, pray for us!’ and compares the condemnation of Socrates and Jesus. However, this tendency
to consider Socrates as a high and inspired religious figure came to an end with the appearance of
Deist thought in the eighteenth century, with thinkers such as Voltaire who tended to consider Socrates
as a defender of rational religion against the religious fanaticism of the time. We may therefore deduce
that various thinkers and philosophers tended to interpret Socrates’ aims and personality according to
their own beliefs and Proofs and convictions.

We will base our argumentation on the following claims concerning Socrates, and endeavor to
demonstrate them by using mostly Plato and Xenophon’s works.

speculative thinking and demonstration of this subject, this only possible Way is Philosophy through its subject defined as
‘being qua being’ and the use of conceptual demonstrations.’

1. As an example, Vlastos writes that ‘Socrates makes a parallel move: he rationalizes the gods by making them moral’
(Vlastos, Socrates, p. 162).
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Abstract

Although it is difficult to reach the definitive opinion of Mulla Sadra in the
field of anthropology, and sometimes one has to reach the "judgments" of
his point of view from among theological "similarities”, there is no doubt
that he has considered "corresponding” authorities for man both in the arc
of descent and in the arc of ascent. with the difference that its "arc of
descent" has an ontological aspect and its "arc of ascent” has an
epistemological aspect. However, the purpose of this article is only to
discover his definite point of view regarding "human positions in the arc of
descent”. Therefore, in the first step, an attempt has been made to explain
the difference between "manifestation” and "Incarnation” in addition to a
basic discussion, and then to obtain a correct understanding of the degrees
of manifestation of Hazrat Haqg from Mulla Sadra's point of view. The
findings of this article are proof of the fact that Mulla Sadra, according to
principles such as "Pantheism”, "simplicity of existence™ and "Preception of
the unity in multiplicity”, has not only assigned four dimensions to
Samadi's existence in the arc of descent. Rather, corresponding to that, for
the type of human (or great man) as a manifestation of the manifestations of
the Prophet Haqq, he has achieved the four statuses of "theological man",
"Constraint and The all-mighty man", "regal man" and "property man", and
he considered the partial soul of each person and his partial body to be
respectively related to the two areas of "regal man" and "property man™ of
the great man.

Mulla Sadra, human, human authorities, descending arc, levels of existence, four
authorities
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Extended abstract

Mulla Sadra, as one of the most prominent Islamic philosophers and indeed the world, has expressed
significant ideas in various philosophical fields, including ontology and anthropology, under the title
of transcendental wisdom. In the field of ontology, he believes in four levels of existence in the state
of descent and four levels in the state of ascension. On the other hand, he also considers positions and
degrees for humans before worldly emergence and after death. The main question of this research is
whether it is possible to establish a meaningful relationship between the levels he considered for
existence and the levels he considered for humans?

It goes without saying that it is difficult to reach Mulla Sadra's definitive opinion in the field of
anthropology, and sometimes one must reach the solidity of his view through verbal contradictions.
The aim of this article is only to discover his definitive view regarding "the positions of man in the arc
of descent and life before and during the natural world."

Its importance is also due to the fact that, given his extraordinary position in the flow of Islamic
philosophy and wisdom, discovering his definitive opinion can be a great help to those interested in
his views.

The present article is a fundamental research with a problem-oriented approach and, with the help
of content analysis and combined with the study and analysis of the written works of Mulla Sadra and
some commentators of his works, attempts to, in the first step, examine the stages of the descent of the
principle of existence from the essence of the Almighty God in the realms of existence and, in the
second step, carefully examine the stages of the descent of man as one of the manifestations of
absolute existence, to reach his existential positions and statuses.

The findings of this article are as follows:

1. In the field of ontology, based on his belief in the unity and simplicity of existence, he has
considered the existence of four worlds, which are: "theology, reason, example, and nature"
(Mulla Sadra 1981: 6/277; Hamo, 1984b: 464)

1. 1. Theology: In the stages of revelation, it refers to the supreme position of divine divinity
(i.e., the essence, names, and attributes) that is devoid of quantity, value, measure, and the
properties of the material world.

1. 2. The world of reason: In it, the truths of all possible entities of the Self are manifested in the
form of general scientific concepts, the existence and essence of God (Mulla Sadra, 1360:
1/260; Hamo, 1981b: 2/445; Hamo, 1984a: 35).

1. 3. The world of example: In it, all the general concepts and possible essences of the world of
reason find an abstract form of matter in the form of many souls and personal unity (Mulla
Sadra, 1981: 9/366).

1. 4. The world of nature: In the final manifestation, those many heavenly souls who can find
the dignity of material appearance find a material appearance (Mulla Sadra, 1984b: 338).

2. Corresponding to these four levels of existence, he has considered four positions for man in the
arc of descent, which are: "divine man", "powerful man", "divine man" and "civilized man":

2. 1. Divine man: What he means by divine man is that God has infinite attributes in His
essence, and one of these infinite attributes is "knowledge".

Since God has general knowledge of His essence and finds Himself, He will have detailed
knowledge of all the aspects of His existence (Mulla Sadra, 1987: 6/118).

Mulla Sadra elevates the relationship in existence from causality to essentiment.

Considering that the effected always has a scientific presence with its cause, the realization of a
partial human being in the next worlds is evidence that in divine knowledge, such a being has been
realized in a scientific form that has been partially manifested (1981: 8/134).

2. 2. The Man of Power: At this stage of descent, the general truths of possible beings are
realized. Intellectual forms such as the form of an angel, the form of a jinn, and the fixed
form are all categories of potential beings, including the intellectual form and truth of man.
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2. 3. Heavenly or Exemplar Man: At this level, the divine manifestation from the world of
intellect to the world of examples takes place, the light of the Almighty God finds multiple,
partial, physical manifestations, such as the partial souls of individual angels, the partial
souls of individual jinn, the partial souls of individual animals, and in general, all beings that
have the dignity of finding such partial, physical manifestations. The partial and multiple
souls of humans also manifest separately at this level.

It is clear that by accepting the realization of partial souls in the world of heaven and examples, he
is freed from his famous claim that partial souls are “physically real.” Hence, he ultimately, by
departing from his previous claim, believed in the primacy of partial souls to the extent that he claimed
that the belief in the primacy of partial souls over bodies is “a necessary and undeniable Shiite belief”
(Mula Sadra, 1982: 239; Hamo, 1981: 9/195).

2. 4. The earthly man: The final manifestation of the Almighty is the manifestation of the
human exemplary soul into the material world. The single truth of man, after having found a
partial heavenly soul in the world of heaven (example) and having a certain soul with the
characteristics and effects specific to the world of spirits and the numerical unity of the soul,
this single truth in its final state has acquired a earthly appearance and the earthly partial
man, with the effects of a personal body, appears in a philosophical partial unity and, with
the blessing of the body, is added to the characteristics of the single man in the final step.
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Abstract

Dialectic as a method in philosophical thought and reasoning plays a pivotal
role in the philosophies of Plato and Hegel. Plato, particularly in dialogues
such as Republic and Sophist, introduces dialectic as a pathway to truth,
laying the foundation that was later developed by Hegel. In Plato’s
philosophy, ideas (Forms) have meaningful and logical connections with one
another, and through mutual and dialectical examination, a deeper
understanding of truth can be achieved. However, Hegel views dialectic as a
historical and philosophical process that advances through contradictions
(thesis and antithesis) and their resolution (synthesis), continuously elevating
awareness and cognition to higher levels, ultimately culminating in the
realization of Absolute Spirit. Hans-Georg Gadamer, influenced by these two
philosophers, endeavors in his seminal work Truth and Method to redefine
dialectic within the framework of philosophical hermeneutics. Gadamer,
emphasizing historicity and language as essential components of
understanding, regards dialectic not only as a fundamental element in
attaining truth but also as an inseparable factor in any interpretation of texts
and historical events. This article examines the impact of dialectical elements
from Plato and Hegel on Gadamer's hermeneutical theory. Using an
analytical-comparative approach, it demonstrates how Gadamer integrates
the dialectical concepts of Plato and Hegel with his hermeneutical principles,
creating an innovative framework that emphasizes historicity and dialogue
for understanding and interpretation in the humanities.
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1. Introduction

In philosophy, dialectic has always played a fundamental role in the mode of thinking and reasoning.
Plato, in works such as The Republic and The Sophist, presents dialectic as a method for attaining
truth, based on the reciprocal examination of ideas. In this view, Platonic Forms are logically and
semantically interconnected, and a deeper understanding of truth can be achieved through dialectical
engagement. In contrast, Hegel conceives of dialectic not merely as a method but as a historical and
philosophical process that unfolds through internal contradictions (thesis and antithesis) and their
resolution (synthesis). This process elevates consciousness to higher levels and ultimately leads to the
realization of Absolute Reason.

Hans-Georg Gadamer, in his book Truth and Method, redefines dialectic within the framework of
philosophical hermeneutics, drawing influence from these two philosophical traditions. He considers
understanding not as a static and objective process but as a historical and linguistic phenomenon.
Unlike the methodology of the empirical sciences, which emphasizes measurement and calculation,
Gadamer argues that understanding in the humanities occurs through dialogue and language. In this
regard, he views dialectic not only as a tool for attaining truth but also as an essential element of all
interpretation. According to Gadamer, the meaning of a text or historical event does not emerge in
isolation but rather within the horizon of the interpreter and through continuous dialogue. This
dialogue, based on questioning and answering, has its roots in Platonic dialectic, while Gadamer,
drawing from Hegel, further develops it within a historical and linguistic context.

Accordingly, this paper employs an analytical-comparative approach to examine the influence of
Platonic and Hegelian dialectical elements on Gadamer’s hermeneutic theory. It demonstrates how
Gadamer, by integrating these concepts with his own hermeneutic principles, formulates a novel
framework for understanding and interpretation in the humanities. In this framework, language and
history play a fundamental role in human experience of the world, and understanding is a linguistic
and historical phenomenon shaped through dialectic and dialogue.

2. Importance of the Issue
Examining the components of Plato's and Hegel's dialectics in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory
reveals how Gadamer redefines truth as something dependent on tradition, language, and historical
experience. This article demonstrates that Gadamer, from the perspective of hermeneutical experience,
pays attention to Hegel's dialectics and approaches it critically from the standpoint of Plato's dialectics,
offering us a novel way to understand phenomena and texts that transcends the limitations of scientific
and empirical methods. He argues that "the process of understanding that occurs in the human sciences
finds itself in this path, not in the idealized methodological structures that govern modern natural
science based on mathematics” (Gadamer, 2004: 452). In fact, he believes that understanding in the
human sciences is more complex and profound than the methods of empirical sciences and should
occur within the framework of language and tradition, interconnected with lived human experiences.
This perspective, by creating a distinction in understanding matters related to the human sciences,
liberates it from the limitations of empirical methods and leads to the discovery of meaning and truth
through dialectical dialogue between horizons. Therefore, examining the components of Plato's and
Hegel's dialectics in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory is particularly significant: it can lead to a fresh
understanding of the reciprocal influence of history and tradition on our structures of understanding
and thought, and especially provide greater insight and flexibility in comprehending phenomena
related to the human sciences.

3. Main Questions

This article seeks to answer two questions. First: What role do the dialectical components of Plato and
Hegel play in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory regarding understanding and interpretation? Second:
How does Gadamer explain the possibility of understanding in the human sciences by combining these
components with his own hermeneutical principles?
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4. Research Method
This research is primarily based on the study of library resources, articles published in international
journals, and online sources.

5. Research Results

Gadamer, inspired by Hegel, sees experience not merely as a confirmation of the past but as a
dialectical encounter with reality in which our awareness of ourselves and the world is continuously
reconstructed and revised. In this way, true experience involves negation and critique of previous
experiences that lead to changes and increases in our awareness. Gadamer considers himself a
phenomenologist whose goal is to return to the essence of things and the lifeworld. He critiques Hegel
for the idea that we cannot limit collective life to a level inaccessible to reflective consciousness, as
this would separate it from us. By examining the subject from a perspective similar to reflective
awareness in idealism, he emphasizes that the subject must act beyond what it is aware of. He believes
that understanding should be regarded not merely as a subjective act but as participation in the event
of tradition. Consequently, understanding always entails a transmission in which the past and present
are continuously mediated. While accepting the element of negation in Hegel, Gadamer distances
himself from him and emphasizes the importance of the structure of Platonic dialogue as key to
understanding in his hermeneutics. Drawing on Socratic dialectic, he attempts to address the
shortcomings of Hegel's views regarding hermeneutic experiences, particularly focusing on the
structure of Platonic dialogues as the primary basis for understanding in his hermeneutics. Gadamer
examines the hermeneutical phenomenon based on the dyadic model of question and answer in Plato,
asserting that to understand Plato, one must engage with his texts in a manner that not only enters the
dialogue and dialectic present in these texts but also must repeat this dialogical movement in the
process of understanding. Although Platonic dialectic focuses on the quest for truth through dialogue
and logical thinking, this truth is regarded as an eternal and fixed entity, with dialogue merely serving
as a tool to approach it. In contrast, Gadamer believes that dialogue is not only essential for attaining
truth but also for openness to new horizons and for reconsidering our previous assumptions. He sees
dialectic as a process in which there is no final truth and understanding is formed and reconstructed in
an ongoing, dynamic dialogue with others and texts. Therefore, Gadamer's hermeneutical
understanding is always in flux and influenced by temporal and spatial conditions. The results of this
research indicate that Gadamer's hermeneutical approach, focusing on Platonic dialectic and his
critique of Hegel, provides a new possibility for understanding texts and traditions in the humanities.
By presenting the hermeneutical experience as a dialogical and dynamic process, Gadamer poses a
fundamental challenge to modern scientific methods and Hegelian dialectic, believing that
understanding in the humanities is shaped and reconstructed through openness and dialogue with
others rather than being confined to historical and eternal structures. Gadamer’s emphasis on dialogue
as the foundation of the hermeneutical experience offers the humanities a methodology in which truth
is not an ultimate destination but a movement that opens new horizons in understanding and
reconsidering assumptions.
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Abstract

Nowadays, discussion about self-consciousness as one of the fundamental kinds of
consciousness, has received special attention especially in the field of philosophy of
mind and cognitive sciences. The discussion about self-consciousness is the axis around
which several questions have been emerged. One of the most imgortant of these
questions is whether self-consciousness precedes other-consciousness™ (consciousness
of other beings and humans in the external world), or self-consciousness is something
that is formed and evolves implicitly along with our consciousness of other beings. In
response to this question two opposing views has emerged. One of them is a view
which believes that self-consciousness is an innate characteristic which accompanies
human being from his birth without any intermediary. This view is usually referred to
as the traditional (Cartesian) view. The other is a view that is popular today in the field
of cognitive science and philosophy of mind, based on which self-awareness is an
acquired characteristic that expands and evolves through communication with the
world and other humans. Avicenna and Descartes are among the founders and
proponents of the first view and Kriegel, Baker, Damasio and Rochat are among the
most important proponents of the second view. One of the most important criticisms of
the first view, that is, the priority of self-consciousness over other kinds of
consciousness namely consciousness of external world and others, is the
incompatibility of this view with empirical evidence and the lack of attention to the
different levels of self-awareness and its evolution. And one of the most important
criticisms of the second view is the ambiguity in the ontological foundations of this
view, including the ambiguity in the nature and truth of "self" as well as the lack of
philosophical foundations for the explanation of the evolution of the truth of "self" and,
consequently, self-consciousness.

self-consciousness, other-consciousness, levels of self-consciousness, embodiment,
developmental approach to self-consciousness
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Introduction
Nowadays, the discussion about the nature of consciousness and its different types is one of the most
important topics in the field of philosophy of mind and cognitive sciences. Meanwhile, self-
consciousness, as one of the fundamental types of consciousness has always been one of the favorite
topics in this field. The discussion of self-consciousness is a general axis around which different issues
have been formed, among the most important of which we can mention the relationship between self-
consciousness and other-consciousness (awareness of the outside world and other people). This
question can be posed as follows: Is self-consciousness in human beings prior to other-consciousness,
or does it develop alongside awareness of others? In other words, is it possible for self-consciousness
in humans to be realized without connection to the external world and other people? Although this
guestion has a long background in the history of philosophy, inasmuch as one can trace the roots of
this debate back to the Aristotle's philosophy and later in the philosophy of Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and
Descartes, the discussion on this topic has taken on new dimensions and has been raised much more
seriously in the light of recent empirical studies by psychologists in the field of cognitive sciences.
Today, a new approach has emerged in the field of cognitive sciences and philosophy of mind,
which is usually referred to as the dynamic or developmental approach to self-consciousness. This
approach is typically presented in contrast to the static (Cartesian) approach. This new approach has
been influenced and strengthened by philosophical reflections of philosophers of mind and empirical
studies of psychologists in the field of developmental psychology. In the static (Cartesian) approach,
self-consciousness is considered the essence and reality of the conscious being (human), and it is not
subject to development or completion. In contrast, in the dynamic (developmental) approach to self-
consciousness, self-consciousness is not a static phenomenon; rather it is a dynamic and evolving
process that the relationship with the external world and other humans plays a key role in this process.
Therefore, today, the relationship between self-consciousness and other-consciousness is usually
discussed under the broader title of the dynamic approach to self-consciousness. Since in this paper we
are trying to focus on this question that what is the relationship between self-consciousness and other-
consciousness, we won’t be able to discuss fully about dynamic and static approach to self-
consciousness although we will refer to some of the components of these two approaches, namely the
static and dynamic approaches to self-consciousness, as appropriate to our discussion.

Method

In this paper, we have used the method of conceptual, and structural analysis of the two different
approaches to the relationship between self-consciousness and other-consciousness. In the first step,
we have analyzed the philosophical bases and components of these two approaches; in the second step
we have compared the components and the positive and negative points of these two approaches.

Results

In the philosophy of mind and cognitive sciences, we encounter two approaches to the relationship
between self-consciousness and other-consciousness. The first approach considers the essence of "I" or
"self" as an abstract entity independent of the body, believing that self-consciousness is the very
existence of the conscious being (human). Thus self-consciousness is always present without any
intermediary. According to this view, self-consciousness precedes other-consciousness.

The second approach, which is currently prevalent in the philosophy of mind and cognitive
sciences, considers self-consciousness not as preceding but as concurrent with or accompanying
awareness of others. This means that human beings become aware of themselves as conscious beings
through interaction with the surrounding world and other people.

Avicenna and Descartes are among the founders and proponents of the first view and Kriegel,
Baker, Damasio and Rochat are among the most important proponents of the second view. This
second view, which is the dominant approach in cognitive science today, emphasizes the following
points:
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— Self-consciousness is an evolving process, starting from a minimal and weak form and
gradually developing into a reflective and immediate self-consciousness, similar to what we
encounter in Cartesian philosophy.

— The expansion and development of self-consciousness is facilitated by interaction with the
world and other humans.

— Embodiment, as having a spatial-temporal perspective, plays a crucial role in distinguishing
between self and non-self, ultimately leading to the formation of self-consciousness.

These three components form the main pillars of what is known as the dynamic approach to self-
consciousness, which contrasts with the static (Cartesian) approach.

Both perspectives have strengths and weaknesses, and are subject to criticisms. The main criticisms of
the first view (precedence of self-consciousness over other-consciousness) include:

— Lack of alignment with empirical evidence: As mentioned, developmental psychologists and
cognitive scientists have shown that the type of reflective self-consciousness proposed by
Descartes and 1bn Sina only develops after interaction with the world and others.

— Neglect of the evolutionary process of self-consciousness: The first view largely ignores the
developmental stages and varying degrees of self-consciousness.

The second view, while currently dominant in cognitive science, is not without criticism. These
criticisms can be summarized as follows;
— Weak metaphysical foundations: Unlike the proponents of static approach who consider the
"self" as an abstract, independent substance, the dynamic approach is ambiguous about the
nature of the "self."
— Unclear ontological explanation of self-development: Due to metaphysical ambiguities, the
nature and process of self-consciousness evolution are not well-defined from an ontological
perspective.
— Potential limitations of embodiment: While the dynamic approach emphasizes the role of
embodiment in initial self-consciousness, it may overlook the possibility of self-consciousness
independent of embodiment in other beings or advanced stages of human development.
Despite these criticisms, the second view (dynamic approach) is generally more defensible due to its:

a. Alignment with undeniable empirical evidence

b. Comprehensiveness in viewing self-consciousness as a process with various stages

¢. Consideration of the role of world and others in developing self-consciousness

d. Recognition of the importance of the body and embodiment in shaping and evolving self-

awareness

These factors reflect our lived experience of self-consciousness. By clarifying its metaphysical
foundations, this second view could potentially develop into a comprehensive theory of self-
consciousness.
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