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Abstract

In this paper, I reconstruct Georg Lukacs’ argument, as it appears in his 1963 the
specificity of the Aesthetic. In Lukacs’ point of view the theory of reflection
provides the common basis for all forms of theoretical and practical mastery of
reality through consciousness. Thus it is also the basis for the theory of the artistic
reflection of reality. The central idea of this reconstruction is to elaborate the
specific character of the artistic reflection of reality in keeping with the goal it sets
itself based on dialectal materialism. That is to say; to provide a picture of reality
in which the contradiction between appearance and reality, the individual and the
universal, etc., is so resolved that the two converge and provide a sense of an
inseparable totality based on its historical genesis. For achieving this goal
necessitates a reorganization of the relations between categories of reflecting
reality, one should see what specific forms, relations, proportion, etc. does the
categories common to all reflection receive in aesthetic positing? What becomes
clear in the light of this reconstruction is that in Lukacs reorganization of the
categories, the category of particularity, which is the synthesis of categories of
universalization and individualization and based on their dialectical relations, is the
main category of aesthetics and the work of art takes place in this category. Thus,
in speaking simply of itself, each facet of the artwork, through its immersion in the
whole cannot help reflecting the concrete reality in its totality.

Aesthetic reflection, Lukacs, particularity, individuality, universalization
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Introduction

In Lukacs view the basis for any correct cognition of reality is the recognition of the objectivity of the
external world, that is, its existence independent of human consciousness. Any perception of the
external world is a reflection in consciousness of the world that exists independently of consciousness.
The theory of reflection at the center of the doctrine dialectical materialism provides the common
basis for all forms of theoretical and practical mastery of reality through consciousness. Thus it is also
the basis for the theory of the artistic reflection of reality. Objective reality is not static; it is constantly
evolving with specific patterns and directions. Because of this, reality itself is historical, and the
reflections we see are only approximate representations of this historicity. If one wants to
conceptualize objective reality in its true objectivity, he must understand it through a reflection of it in
keeping with its historicity. Aesthetic reflection focuses on the human world, integrating human life
and social development into its portrayal of objects. This does not reduce art to subjectivity; instead, it
ensures that works of art reflect the historical and social moment of their creation, making this
connection an essential part of their objectivity.

Particularity as a central category of aesthetic

Lukacs explores the distinctiveness of artistic reflection as a form of reflection of reality within the
framework of dialectical materialism in his 1963 the specificity of the Aesthetic. He defines the specific
character of the artistic reflection of reality by examining first in the abstract the goal it sets itself, in
order then to illuminate the preconditions for attaining this goal. The main goal for every artistic
reflection of reality is to provide a picture of reality in which the contradiction between appearance and
reality, the individual and the universal, etc., is so resolved that the two converge and provide a sense of
an inseparable totality based on its historical genesis. True historicity involves not just shifts in content
but also transformations in form, leading to changes in categorical systems, including the introduction of
new categories and the elimination of old ones. This highlights that the categories we use to understand
reality are also historically shaped. Then one should see what specific forms, relations, proportion, etc.
does the categories common to all reflection receive in aesthetic positing?

In Lukacs’ view, categories serve as means for understanding the world through a dialectical process,
transitioning from individual instances to broader abstractions. In aesthetics, Lukéacs identifies three core
categories: universality (Allgemeinheit), individuality (Einzelheit), and particularity (Besonderheit), with
particularity serving as the synthesis of the other two and also as a main category of the aesthetic. Based
on this reorganization of categorical system he distinguishes artistic reflection of reality from other forms
of reflection, such as scientific reflection, every day thinking, religion, magic, etc. Lukacs argues that art
is characterized by its anthropomorphic quality, grounded in human experiences and social realities.
Aurtistic works are not merely individualistic or universal but embody particularity-a dialectical synthesis
where the individual is immersed in its social and historical context.

Key characteristics of artistic reflection include:

e Anthropomorphism: Artistic reflection proceeds from the world of man and is directed towards

it. Every significant work of art makes alive the historical here and now in the moment depicted.

o Evocativeness: there are some evocative details in works of art that run ahead of current socio-

historical development and make experienceable a facet of what it is to be human that will not
in actual fact be a widespread human feature for many years or even centuries.

o Self-Consciousness: Art deepens human self-awareness by situating individuals within broader

social and historical frameworks.

o This-worldliness: Unlike religion and magic Art does not ascribe to its images any objective

reality, it is concerned only with this world.

One may wonder why the category of particularity, absent from the key characteristics of artistic
reflection, is nonetheless regarded by Lukacs as the central category of aesthetics. The issue can be
clarified by examining the historical nature of art. According to Lukacs, every work of art inherently
contains the "here and now" of its origin, which excludes it from being categorized purely under
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universality. However, as the "here and now" reflects a socio-historical phase, the work transcends
pure individuality and incorporates an element of generalization. Thus, a work of art balances
individual and universal elements, raising the question of its proper categorical placement.

Lukacs also approaches the category of particularity through the evocative nature of art, viewing a
work of art as a totality that reflects a totality. He distinguishes between "extensive" and "intensive"
totalities, with art focusing on the latter-those aspects of reality tied to human experiences and
relationships. A work of art is a self-contained, perfect totality, yet it seeks to evoke the infinite, a
concept beyond its own limits. Unlike science, which reflects the infinite through approximations and
is subject to revision, art remains complete and timeless. However, art is neither purely universal, like
science, nor purely individual. Instead, it blends both elements, generalizing objects in a way that
allows them to reveal the infinite while remaining rooted in human experience. Lukacs identifies
particularity as the central category of aesthetics because it underpins key aspects of art, such as its
anthropomorphic nature ("here and now") and its ability to evoke a world. Beyond this, particularity
connects to his critical concept of the "type" and "inherence."”

A "type," for Lukacs, is a synthesis that unites the individual and the universal by embodying the
essential human and social aspects of a historical epoch at their highest development. Through types,
art merges the concrete with the universal, the enduringly human with the historically specific, and the
individual with the socially general. These types provide a comprehensive artistic expression of
significant social trends. Thus, particularity governs the creation of types in art, reflecting the unity of
the individual and the general, and forms the foundation of artistic reflection. In essence, discussing
"types" in art is another way of addressing the particularity intrinsic to it.

Lukacs describes "inherence" as a category of artistic form, emphasizing the organic unity between
the individual and the social forces that shape them. These forces manifest naturally as aspects of the
individual’s psychology. In art, the personality’s immediate unity dominates, while the individual’s
connection to society’s broader tendencies is reflected through inherence. This concept aligns closely
with the ideas of "type" and "particularity,” as inherence highlights the relationship between the
individual and larger categories. In aesthetic reflection, the particular and contingent aspects of the
individual must always remain visible, reinforcing the interplay between individual and universal
elements in art.

Conclusion

In Lukacs reorganization of the categories, the category of particularity, which is the synthesis of
categories of universalization and individualization and based on their dialectical relations, is the main
category of aesthetics and the work of art takes place in this category. The category of particularity
signifies that privileged place where the concrete phenomena, while posing as no more than
themselves, are surreptitiously recreated in the image of their universal truth. Thus, in speaking simply
of itself, each facet of the artwork, through its immersion in the whole cannot help reflecting the
concrete reality in its totality.
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Abstract

Comparative studies scholars believe that the most difficult challenge facing
researchers in this field, first and foremost, is the possibility or impossibility of
comparability between different traditions, cultures, and schools of thought. This
difficulty manifests itself most notably in the field of comparative research in
philosophy and theology. Philosophers engaged in comparative explorations of
texts and cultures of ancient philosophical traditions have found themselves
confronted with a plethora of terms and vocabulary for which finding equivalents
has been very difficult. In this essay, with reference to three types of
incommensurability—fundamental, evaluative, and linguistic—we will address
two general approaches regarding the possibility or impossibility of linguistic
incommensurability. On the one hand, we will refer to the view of those like
Davidson, who, in contrast to those like Maclntyre, defend the commensurability
and reject the incommensurability between different traditions and cultures. On the
other hand, we will critique and evaluate these two general approaches. In the issue
of linguistic incommensurability, the emphasis is on whether it is still possible to
compare cultures, traditions, and schools of thought arising from them, given the
different terms, language, and contexts in which they are formed in different
cultures.
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Introduction

The most complex issue in comparative research is that there is no neutral criterion upon which we
can describe and evaluate different traditions that are culturally distinct from one another. Without a
common vocabulary or standards, different traditions and cultures cannot be compared with each
other, nor will it be possible to evaluate them in relation to each other. The result of such comparison
will be misunderstanding and disagreement. This problem, known as incommensurability, is a
fundamental challenge in comparative research. Incommensurability has various dimensions, which
are mentioned in the fourth section of this study. In this essay, we aim to examine the issue of
linguistic incommensurability: Can the way people who speak different languages understand reality
not be compared with each other? To what extent can linguistic difference impede the formation of
comparative research in various fields, especially in the humanities? How important are specific terms
when comparing traditions or cultures written in different languages? Specifically, regarding the last
question, various disputes have arisen. Some researchers in comparative philosophy have argued that
if Westerners today read a text like the Analects of Confucius, it is foolish for them to ask what
Confucius's view was on democracy or human rights. As Henry Rosemont states, "The only way to
indicate what an author means by a concept is to find a word that explains that concept in the author's
text. Thus, one cannot say that so-and-so has put forward theory x or supports the principles of x if
there is no x in the language in which that author wrote his work" (Rosemont, 1988, 41).

Background of the Term Incommensurability

Ancient Greece The term incommensurability has a complex history. It has been used both in
philosophical research, outside of its comparative type, and in non-philosophical research. The story of
incommensurability begins in fifth-century BC Greece with a school founded by Pythagoras.
Pythagorean mathematicians believed that for any two units of length, there exists a third, smaller unit
that can be used to divide both units; however, one of the members of this school, Hippasus of
Metapontum, discovered that he could refute this belief by showing that the diagonal of a square is
incommensurable with its side (Havil, 2012, 19). According to an account in historical sources, the
Pythagoreans were very upset with Hippasus because, by revealing his discovery, he promoted a
different position against them. Therefore, they expelled him from their city and considered him dead.
(Another account states that they threw him into the sea and he drowned).

Kuhn's the Structure of Scientific Revolutions

The philosophical discussion about incommensurability began with Thomas Kuhn's The Structure of
Scientific Revolutions in 1962. This book was one of the most influential philosophical works of the
twentieth century. The initial spark for writing this book ignited in Kuhn's mind when he was studying
Avristotle's physics as a student. He sought to establish a connection between Aristotle's view of motion
and Newtonian mechanics, but he was disappointed. Despite the considerable effort he spent trying to
understand Aristotle's text, it seemed that Aristotle could not be a rival to Newton. Although
Aristotle's physics was complex, Kuhn continued to study it.

Incommensurability and Comparative Research

It seems that Kuhn's concept of incommensurability can also be applied to matters such as ethical and
metaphysical worldviews. For example, the Christian worldview deals with specific terms such as sin,
evil, and faith, which are only meaningful to others if they accept the Christian worldview. People
with different religious backgrounds also have different views on defending their positions, on how to
judge a particular ethical claim, or on what an ideal society looks like. Do most such discussions end
with each side thinking it is right and the other side is wrong? This discussion becomes even more
difficult when such worldviews are k. [presented/discussed/raised] in diverse cultural frameworks.
Almost with regard to the three types of incommensurability that Kuhn mentioned between different
paradigms in the book The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, it can be said that traditions, views, or
theories in different cultures are incommensurable in three ways:
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1. Linguistic Incommensurability: Philosophical, ethical, or theological traditions from different
cultures are based on distinct languages that are not translatable into each other.

2. Fundamental Incommensurability: The foundations that traditions use to explain the world
around them are so different from each other that people belonging to these traditions can hardly
understand each other.

3. Evaluative Incommensurability: There is no rational criterion based on which we can determine
whether a view or worldview in one tradition is superior to a view or worldview in another
tradition.

Conclusion

In light of the foregoing, it can be argued that even if we do not accept radical incommensurability,
paying attention to the fact that other traditions and cultures may not be compatible with our own
tradition and culture in some respects will help us to have a better experience in comparative research.
Attention to untranslatability can save us from the notion that we understand the conceptual term of
another tradition or culture simply because we have an understanding of its translation into English or
Persian. By comparing the terms of our own ancient culture with terms in languages that have an
ancient philosophical culture and civilization, such as Chinese and English, it seems that these terms
have the same meaning for us under the same conditions, and are comparable to each other, although,
with more focus on these terms, different differences will become apparent. Therefore, although we
may never have a complete understanding of how different cultural traditions employ a particular
term, we can at least listen more carefully to the words and perspectives of these traditions and learn
something.
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Introduction

The later philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein has been interpreted in markedly different ways. Some
commentators regard it as a form of realism, while others understand it as a variety of idealism. Each
of these positions is supported by reference to specific passages from Wittgenstein’s later works.
According to the first group, Wittgenstein should be read as a realist because of his emphasis on
ordinary understanding, common sense, and the role of everyday language. By contrast, the second
group stresses the primacy of language in Wittgenstein’s later philosophy and interprets language as
playing a constitutive or subjective role in shaping our understanding of reality.

Beyond these two approaches, a third group of interpreters maintains that Wittgenstein’s later
philosophy can be classified as neither realist nor idealist. From this perspective, both realism and
idealism are metaphysical doctrines, whereas Wittgenstein’s later work is explicitly opposed to
metaphysical theorizing of the kind traditionally found in the history of philosophy. According to this
view, any attempt to situate Wittgenstein within these classical metaphysical categories misconstrues
the therapeutic and anti-theoretical aims of his philosophy.

In this paper, after presenting the main arguments advanced by these three groups of commentators,
I defend an idealist interpretation of Wittgenstein’s later philosophy based on two central claims. First,
| argue that idealism, as applied to Wittgenstein, must be understood as a family resemblance concept
rather than as a unified metaphysical doctrine. Second, | show how idealism can be attributed to
Wittgenstein in a way that remains consistent with his rejection of metaphysical theorizing.

A central question raised in the literature is whether Wittgenstein ultimately rejects realism.
Commentators have offered two broad answers. On the one hand, philosophers such as Sabina
Lovibond, in Realism and Imagination in Ethics, argue that Wittgenstein should be understood as a
realist. On the other hand, a number of commentators interpret his later philosophy as anti-realist or
idealist in orientation.

In general, realism is understood as the view that seeks to minimize the dependence of reality on the
human subject. Idealism, by contrast, is characterized by its emphasis on the priority of the subject or the
mind in relation to objects and reality. Among those who offer an idealist reading of Wittgenstein’s later
work are Bernard Williams, G. E. M. Anscombe, and Jonathan Lear. Some of these commentators draw
parallels between Wittgenstein’s later philosophy and Kantian transcendental idealism. Following the
publication of Bernard Williams’s influential paper “Wittgenstein and Idealism” (1973), idealist
interpretations of Wittgenstein became increasingly widespread.

Nevertheless, a number of prominent philosophers have explicitly rejected the idealist reading of
Wittgenstein’s later philosophy. Thinkers such as Peter F. Strawson, Norman Malcolm, and Derek
Bolton argue against interpreting Wittgenstein as an idealist. Strawson maintains that Wittgenstein is
neither a realist nor an idealist but should instead be understood as a social naturalist. Bolton
emphasizes the importance of a philosophy of life in Philosophical Investigations. Malcolm, for his
part, argues that Wittgenstein’s references to actual or imaginary cultural diversity undermine any
transcendental or idealist interpretation of his philosophy. From Malcolm’s perspective, there is no
evidence of idealism in Wittgenstein’s later thought.

Similarly, 1lham Dilman (2002), Hans-Johann Glock (2007), and Daniéle Moyal-Sharrock (2017)
reject the claim that Wittgenstein is an idealist. All three authors, either implicitly or explicitly,
associate idealism with the view that human subjects are the creators of reality. Glock, in particular,
argues that in Wittgenstein’s later philosophy there is nothing that is antecedent to truth in a way that
would support idealism. According to Glock, the world and its objects exist independently of the
human mind, and any idealist interpretation is therefore alien to Wittgenstein’s later work.

Glock further maintains that three central aspects of Wittgenstein’s later philosophy are
incompatible with idealism: the argument against a private language, Wittgenstein’s critique of the
transcendental idealism of the Tractatus, and the pragmatic and anthropological perspective adopted in
his later writings. From this standpoint, while human beings create language and culture, their
activities take place within a world that is not itself created by them.
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Dilman likewise rejects idealist interpretations of Wittgenstein’s philosophy. He argues that
commentators such as Williams overemphasize similarities between Wittgenstein and Kant while
overlooking important differences between their respective philosophical projects. According to
Dilman, these differences undermine attempts to classify Wittgenstein as an idealist in any traditional
sense.

Moyal-Sharrock also denies that Wittgenstein is an idealist. Although she acknowledges that
Wittgenstein understands concepts as projections of human practices onto nature, she insists that
nature itself exists independently of the human mind. On her interpretation, nature contains no
concepts, systems, or general structures in itself; it simply exists.

In response to both realist and idealist interpretations, some commentators conclude that
Wittgenstein’s later philosophy stands in opposition to both positions. One reason for this view is that
realism and anti-realism alike are metaphysical theories, whereas Wittgenstein consistently resists
metaphysical explanation.

Against this background, | argue that an idealist interpretation of Wittgenstein can still be defended
if idealism is understood as a family resemblance concept rather than a single, unified doctrine. This
understanding allows us to acknowledge the fundamental differences between Wittgenstein’s
philosophy and traditional forms of idealism, such as Kant’s, while still identifying idealist features in
his later work. Wittgenstein’s idealism, understood in this sense, shares certain characteristics with
traditional idealism—most notably, the denial of the complete independence of objects from
subjective elements. However, unlike classical idealism, Wittgenstein’s approach is grounded in
ordinary language and human practices and is not intended to support metaphysical theorizing.
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canfield :5)) .cus e clo cusbly jl 5 Sl wn s Lae 1 g cul dlan/asls 5,8 (CONteXt) cal
(1996: 118-119 & 125-129



00 Spmnd Ul b (21,5 8819 £ buliSi g (4L ddld

Condly IS psbo 4y 5 (sl (pme laclled 5 L 5 (Sip b slacsy)ly I Jates
23 3525 el 659 3] Jis

ihis a5 )05 392 6920 4 sbdl o cul ol QISP S e Sy ol e
3 sy sy ol 5l ¢ (Searle 1995: 155) K.l Slusl (sladgesjl dos | Jitue
LSS ald e (ool glayl g (Bpme cllab alax ) Sl culled S iy ja5 ul 095 55 45 )l
5975 2 ol 2255 o 1o 4Ly iyl gy 4555 Ll 0255 s 2] Sl 1S o L]
Lo olel [Byo] o b ol slel pal aas 90 0 GLED | dpnie 5 ditwn
g9 «aol [3)b o0 ol,L] «itis raining» aloas ;5 «it» 4 ha [OMen opl jo] €L
el <oy yad ccy yu opl Jolie jo (Searle 1995: 155) s sdimdgls )l & )le G
Pl ke g 455e 5l con (Jpw B @ o] 3 & cusl a2y (LS S o8l
305 ly 1y €SsSar il S ely wsS e AL S o5 Sl I Sy iy
5 olke (SisSe ol (oS jo &5 bl Ll 0, o (oo ool @) I i
09w Bllae ofguw o b jlleiia Sy piliue 1) (21,5 &Bly sl 0gw So 4 dunly Sl
Simr 955095 ) ol e e g S e iyl G515 0w S ol
(Putnam 1981: 49) ..eb o

ol 5 Sl iy 535S Bk 93 28 I Job bl s Y iy 53

sl e 2l el —a plidl iy o] ) 5= Gy 2o a2 b &S sl ol ) (S 05w
U3 5 w95 3> don 45 Cuns (pin? & Cansss pB jlons Sline ol 4 2] S @8ly byl
LS aly 5 sl Sl b o] Cons g sl om0 S 295 1 oy Lxiy) )3 4y il
Ll bl cpl g by oSee Jili 4 1) (Slasl 05gm & Capably (Stusly )15 (oo
oigw o 25 Dly B I Lo b bl (Y s ) Curbly Blaae (13,5 dgacme
868 (o 2 48 Sl () o iy ogllasl e (olsty oy ) e el
Jaiwe Cusbly cpl b céyme ool bLil gl 1y aly Lol ayls job o@d 3 Jaie coxdly
lo &S (Ve 5 putlie o & Cusl (l IS EBly ) pod oy Cllaol aonis LIS oo
S 35 pogsie |y (e usbly 3985 (Aol 058 5 R e Cumd Cusdly 4
g3 =33 oSan S o audd e
23k Wleo ((audd gos0 S alio &) S aly b &S o8 ol 2 10 e culply
Ol 39 25 sols (asdly g 4 5 035 oo SO 1y canbly Log3) (b condlin] L 1,5 s o)

1. externalist



o) 1S ly s sl S0 Mo 3,0 S 4y 1y ly ol b ol alS’ s s
a1y o oo g 3 i €l puitae b S5 alaii 93y Aol o 5o 5» &S | aad
4 & g sibe Bl 5 Blo (il wuria) ol o)l Cayle 9 1) ol g S
& dluly 1y Casdly (o] Sadly Wbre cunl Saw (Krausz 2017: 195 :S)) . sllas IS5
ol Cuxdly 5l olg cod ildaxio baojow a5 bl 5l g Sy y Sl (onen b (63,3) 059w

& Yoo

s Ao 4 pliiiSug ol pusdo Sundls ol Sadly Gl 1) pliiiSng les oo U]
ly o &S ol pudo () slools Jglite (glaguoly | ol Sadloss o ), Sadly b opliang

c . aNfe ] e 12 e . A TR

@SBy & & B ddils o S 5 (S@dly QLS )3 Ngmgg) Uil Mo il gpcke
2 Sadly Jb ol g ol Sanmo S e skl el e b o L/
B b bl o Ll (Wittgenstein 1978: 325, § 23) «cuwl jua oy y3,lebd (ol canuld

< . o A . . Ly o4l &
S (e 5 L) oo Gl b ]y Cute Wgngl 395 A8 (o0 pnd 468
syl b oegl o1 Sa8ly ¢ plplo (Lovibond 1983: 42 & Richter 2020 :5)) .ub 0
05 alols s o,Lal Ll 51 (3 4 ydin g 3,00 393 Caundly 5l a8 5)laie

Sty 5l gnad) & (lalen) |y 0ad J& alar Gle¥ b o I pdm Hla5 &4 (piomen
Ssaild sS Mo i bty (com jl sl ]S ably aoli oamdlis (u5 e Ui
)Jajg.wlg)é&M@wOT)3&m94§u:éb$M}lAs%99lmlu_c.\,o
Shlal 31 %5 odm U8 0 ales ol 45 Canl ol Sgerls JYaul casl Lbje slins

4 = z = . . Sl NG

2Spkel 5l e g (92 1S ly sl o8 39800 il ol cpl o Bl ) (pliiiSag
@5 Fpo9m 4 1y lodllue £adge Bl (o 5 (Suid plel mlss o) L) Sl 05y

1. fact

2. universal

3. anti-realism

4. Sabina Lovibond
5. intersubjectivity
6. obscurantism
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Orz 48 cpl g O S Ely aduls )3 oS ol gt w58 oo (pluiiSing s ol
B8 ez jlan pliiSig oS (2L < le 4 Lgnge) 155 oo gals )5S ol o (Ll
(30 Jiel 5) S50y el (il g S o a5 (€s30) B> Si)le am) 035 o
9 o (§30) 3P A (003) )5 i |y Bhale (139 e i o0 LS &5 pl O
b > il Sadly U5 el 4 g 05y o8 ibad shaie aslgd 45 cal o jl S shate
b S @lFaps & cul ol pliiiSiny )90 4S5 WS e Jaies | late
(Diamond 2018: 239 :S)) . (2l 9 Juo! 0diiS yuuss

a9 Bl SluS s (il oo 1,5 @Blons LIST L gl 1y (pliiKag 45) pgd diwd ()] pundo Lol
OSoe Jilio a1y Glasl ofgu a4 Cundly (Sianly 0)> (o 15 ly & sl ool (215
P b ol ez (Shy a5 30 B muadbns] 4l 1) Sl Coogas ol il y
5 aAMSu,wu (B L;)g'iil}gt;}\ 950 A (s Aol s le 45 olEud u;l) yuuﬁ)m MB,\;]
3 Ks Cunbly 593 a8 o8y () (Bl e puadBl )0 mp g (W) (o Cdyre slalgie
Jawe ol ediwlis adlojow | €z, la? samd JSis (8ly lel g Cunl 2D 4 Aty 5 ady il
5 03 2 3 5 ofgw pAB (cul (b Lol o 4 dtdly 8 @ (Lo Ak ity
ol BL] ponds 4355 50 9y oyl 51 (Guyer 2015 & Rescher 1995: 412 :S')) .l cuadly
s &Sl Ol a5 B L Slodl WS e yed l,Sadly 5l 1y o) plsiSa,
SBT3 ales 1)l dg3g i b ol (1) madbiy) L) muandbs] ol (o950 4y opluiiSang
e Wil el

ol Ul g (o WSl Y

b)) 3 bty 4l SIS s oalias o > CuslS 4SSl
oA B pldiStyg (09 Canlbtgl b Cdblgo )3 (g3ast0 BT 20 0 ke 0 o] 25
oy S Ol bty 3l bl s b Blse olie Aoz I sl
syl S i @y 1y j3le bitiSng Ll )3 ool BBl 5 epeSd] cali
b 5ells 5,6, lie izl ) e ol ke BT 51 naedbag) €13 S o ats o Dlail
(Glock 2007: 380 :5) .o bl jluw (VAVY) KpuuadBs] g pliciiS 99 jlgie

1. Bernard Williams
2. Jonathan Lear



£0 by VE+ € ) g sl oF Bylowd YT Jo ciadd oA

oS5 §) S g3 Ao b Ay oS oo o)Ll by el 3L & bxyl
4 (Stly ol il b 4 Caddly (Saaly (pliiSoy ados] byl paie jaldg
ok /db’)’)*’ pbutiSug (Auld bio dluy 3> )15 5l (6558 Jol )93 )3 il jelilyg sl
S Byo dl, Hlae ) (Wittgenstein 1922: § 5.62 :5)) .S 0 (Byre ol slajye |,
Op LMol (0 5 €225 (30?313 3929 €(yo? &5 93 sy bl o 315 392 (L5
Ol 5o 3 @Ml (pe Lol (L5 Mo gyl )90 9 Gl (193 Sl (ol (225
ol o o bl o Spe g (0m pler) el Bl 329 L3 B0E (o] 090 5) el
d9d0s0 1ok 3ol Cansd ez ol 19)° 00 355 5 Sl o 4 Aty e o il
pivedg ) o —oaliiSng b lim S o cul dly 3 Had plea ol S
(Williams 1973: 79-82 & Dilman 2002: 83-84) .1s s ;s

s e fon g (93929 OMer Glea (193 sledl o)y wilied Wy bl
@) by late si2 5 pogrie 5 Sl Gl Cpdlis wadlie sir s od &S o s <Ll
8395 alax (Dilman 2002: 84-85 :S)) .cuwl (ol yolS o3 opliiiSng Bl bl 2Mawl
Aoy 5 3)90 b Al slate 1 13 dlate & Cuwsl pl Wil 208 Qb > )8 p3le
#1203l 58 cpl 4SSl b 5 oS ol (63525 Mo sluiil 0l bl 1 g el il
ol b5 sl 1 %,

Oloa onl oy jlaie Jl Sen ol Al el (b (slate Sl (od5y (058 bl s2
L G s iS4l 5 e €Ml Ciior |y o] Ol oSl
Wy pymdgns ol Candbs] g5 oo |y <ol8 (51l s es 8 & o o)bys |y o
e ) gbyalie BT )3 pliaiSing jellg a5 o uel mandbis] Glgioe 5 1y cnliiSg
G Jo (35, Sl (] 4 oo sdes & sl i ol 5) Cawl 48 )T dlold ) s guo
€Ml o 85 Colis ol b g e i opliiSny sle b1 0 ey i)
ile Jgita a5t 25 55 0l 5) Dgbie J Cl» & (plusiSig Sle ST 5 el
slojyo 4 Slio 0)93 )3 €l o () slajye e Sl sl dlox gy cpl g (e
Py 5| JSS cnl & (pldiSug g 98 e sl b gl srjpe o (L5
(Williams 1973: 82-83 1.5 ) 1S o 135 oMol ppunlliy] &y o M
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O lic& g 51 Sl i b Cllbwo £
) g . ‘“ . ‘l ‘ o R P A . £ . £ a

b woge ol 5 pelle cogmglil (o2 (Slgudd (bl Bl
S b IS5 e L bl oo & RSy guglyil ol 5l i8S
&S qu;> Prle .A.,;u.o AR oo ral:gd] P9 g u.’m9 O FLY dlwuﬁ L 9| Ll u.cLo.ol
g J) 4 1S ISy Slacsil ) piSuy WS e P Canb | byo pon
@S by Ly ol b gy ool ] elein] €l o g i fmel e (S5
S polis  udbl) s b callbee > 55 ysde (Strawson 1984: 24) €. prolis € closs]
(Bloor 2018: 333 5 )) .and 0 1,8 axgi D90 |y duld glo iy i SLS > Ol aruld |
b e sly anl |y, Jb b Gl (Sin g5 4 (pliiSag gl ) pyslle
aidd 3D punbil 5l S ged ) L g ol oS5 1 b o ol g 3l o Matul
"(Malcolm 1982: 249) .caus iy yolie

&5lge () muedbl Gyt 4 b uundbl 4 iy oludl ply o ol
F Sl Juge g SM uils olabd pledl rizmen .l 00l zylas (o3axk0 (g0l
Caundbs] 35 5 Ll aw y» WD o 09050 |y pliiiSn g (09 Cumd byl &S il Sl i alas
Ol 395 &8 a8l e ol 4 4l (slime 4 LISCET b ooyl 1) byl (o lntiSing cytasly
cwm9 Oy t.M.\.JB.\Jl | éaol}a O )‘ l?u‘ o Lol Mb ‘5,"> 9 b..\J)LuJ 4(5)9m)

S 50 9950 |y ol OB

B! il 33 09k (3155 o (V) (3 LSl g (9999 Camdliv] 3, .0
oSy e JBT 5 a8 ol ol pliaiSing el candbnl 3, ;5 U Vsl

Sloyojoy sl dlax Il (y9)3 sledl 5 &Bly o 3929 5 Cund pAle Fho 2 2 o
Or 3l Bl s g sl sl 23 5l Jis g (B )l 5 (Jaio g e o
Al BT e b=y slacogs alie 4 4 g (D Lug ale 4 - Ll

(Glock 2007: 380) .l iy bty

1. Peter F. Strawson

2. Norman Malcolm

3. Derek Bolton

65 ym 0y 3 Lol sl 35me CilS 039 b ol g 059y calis 5y 45 pgSlle (David BlOOr) yob 1905 ol 51 ¥

mOgglpiel s b Blge (plitiSug abald dizpe ol Gl 4 & (bl aadd Byl jate
(BloOr 2018: 333 1.5 ,) .l 5l (it dhadd tuabiy) yoolis b oS b ) g el 1,5 o



£0 by VE+ € ) g sl oF Bylowd YT Jo ciadd 1.

gy Yl L85l i) b pliiiSing silia b1 5] ads o VS i @
9 SuleSTy Sl g ¢ duds cdaio ) (oMl g &) o) dlos o092t (L]
S o 3155 395 dhdi 5lie 095 53 5l 45 glailulis ]

8L o (928) 295 b lo & a3 0 ) Sl > Sludl lacdld e ol
Eho S il ol Kimyd g )b sl o &5 s ol Lo golke g bl asc]
S el lnglasl Lo Bgbsea g 4l (e 45 5) i g b5 &l 2 15T iy o8
28 all) S o g LB g 5l pcon 1) ol ol a8l Jg g e cguome ok (5
5 patlie i 5 s Condly g 45 305 ol iy & Canl oyl (pudlin (sl
b llas |y Ll 48 wslil (gt b 1S Lo g i w4105 Lo o Iy Lo (slacsdles Jl,
Sl 5 Sl slooygs Lubel o8 Lslal 5 sle fommd S5 lodlanl 5 5le
b & 1y pliiiSig wilge ol S ol I Cal yuite 5 Sglite b lus] oy oSy
(Glock 2007: 380 :5')) .uiS 0 pjilo opto (2])S oo 4 4Ly (ounlB]

ClS b op bl g woglés :(Y) o bii&ig (099 Comdbul 5, .1
> o 39350 1y plitiSg 5l bl pds (o lediy (S MG QLS ) labd
Ol caled (580 b )l (w joblg jpnds (ymed (Sl Bl pald (lobd Glo &
el (g 258 (Byme bl (g8t ) (plutiSiy il adudd b (pludiSag adyl

SIBE olS |y iy Al gl b > age IS
yol ol aduds > oS ol Jol (A8 o 0,Li] daudd 9> pl s gls iy bl j0 lobid
ol &l S g o 2 Mtisl yol b S ity aiadd 53 4SGT Jlo 9 390 23 )3 o Vet
|y o] lS 4 Vg bl o Canl ol pd gl il 3l 5 AL 42 3 & o oKl
g Cunl el g Joouddon unl Cpre by Lailpd g S (0 golae () Sl Lo e 4
053] oy 3 S SV sie (e o3l G o (LS adail 3 ol pel,5 oS s
5099 Jl 9 5503 Sin by (Kin b 5l 503 pg8 4y (08 | Sl Cand ol a8

(Dilman 2002: 86 :5')) sl puiie « S )8 S 1505 (gloy9d 4 (sl Sl

ey Y gl gl )3 SO g o Conl (pl 35 pgw gl
5 Ml Jy o 255 b oS Ol 3 Sl 3 cpletiSing gy dizpe oS s
(e slocuggnis Jbnl 5 Gilate ol 6 ) Gl (b ) 4 Bolaze ol (glayimg
Cawl (£do (S daudd 5 pluiiSug Bl ddonl o Goldy dw cpl 4 dliwl b olelsd
(Dilman 2002: 86 :5 ) .Cauws guoro (pbuiiRng | caand byl yuunds




1 St Ul b (1,5 2815 o luliSiy g o5 Al

OLj 3 e Cuxbly V) (rluiiSisg (1991 ComdUal 3, ¥
L oo 39350 1) (plutiSig (sl Candbil (labd 9 S gman 5 Sg)ls Jlge
4 odals )0 porde 4 Canb 393 (Jg oo 0fguw oot | malie (plisiSiyg iz pn oS
Sy S b b plas g s 3 pliiiSng O e g 2> 3929 353 55
a— b gl g b cols l piw g plas g padlas Gt Bpo oS Cowl (g Cads o)l
@ 5 Hldl g (0,5 slae (gl Dgb 0 031> Cond Caapbs 4y a5 Cowl =508 Hrgumw polis ilio
25 il (g yolyS ALy s (S5l (035 Sl (il (pliiSyg oS Ity Canlo
(Wittgenstein 1958: § 373 :S)) .cuwl us £95 4> (g3 2 LS o bo 4

Tk g Pl U o)l g (15) (b Sl )l sk Sl gl 4 Gliowyiond e ol plu
Pl (pldiSing 055 o eeS (bl 5 dmalie pB (Fi slozr pln 2 1) lerlyl S
S b S cwlle pbj gy rl Sl Gl @ Blate & g ol (L5 yalS 4 Blaie anedl
i & 5205 3529 (00,5 plls 5) pogio ol (sl sty LT Ll 8 o me |y o ote
I () ogrde ik o Il Cuto oy (pl 0 (pldiSig Gl Sg)ls Jbge
Moyal-sharrock 2017: :S) . lyalo cSls B\l e 9 cp! 5l 5 Cauns glatin s
(219-220

Ll Jdns ool b pleiiSing a8 o 25T Tanlin 5 ocadly cglis p bty
il ol b (an 4y S o LIS on L ]) pogie o Cundly (LI S48 & Cud
LByl aib o (058 0)l5 b Cuxdly S Slo |y «Canl o)luw S cpo P Jio (Mo
S Cul iz e T S T (6rlS) Sage 5 Tew S (25 pals 9 O
P3de 9y0l8 (o 98 00 B (aled SBT3 (nldiSig S oo 0hilke o b ol
2l funl Lo € pladjly ygod b azgl ) sl ©)le agdo 9y0l8 (1) 1025 9,008
1) peplae o3 @l cwd Gle (225 9008 (2) 5 edadloe Gl 4 Lo oS
Lol sl Canb | Ble Lb pualie gauc g0 iy oS 5l (O°Grady 2004: 331
G5 Mol ol o5 112) 295 0 Job> (€adler Jio) Canlo (490 pualie B 3 30
(Moyal-sharrock 2017: 220) .5gi5 oo ol Caub (slacusdly LB 3 aSly oy poro

5 Bl oo b a5Se gyald g cul & 48 e gt b 4 sl b ) 2
Hhad & Glagrde Col b wdels )3 porde 4 g Pl (anb CoBly 468 TS o0

1. concept
2. outline
3. facts and concepts



(o5 b pbtiSing seusd @0 L) ulio pllas b £595 Cusbly S8 oo )30 s 31> 9458 a9
LS g ey b 0 S S 4 Ales ) & gsly gl Sls Jlge 29500 basiye
S Sl &S s gusly LT s p oo el b 0 OIS p3 b g S e o)Ll LadSy
s > ol (Wittgenstein 1969: § 617) Scuwl iumo lacusdly 4 bgyin Jbj ;b
Wittgenstein ) .ulcwlio o sosdlio (00 o (ol Gumo cusbly 155 o oS,
il bdiged Sl placusdly 45 ax olie 5 (090 s slacusdly oyl Lol (1967: 8352
WSS gy wlgr ed blusl S o bl 1) 50 b ylus] 55l a5 le olacusdly s
alie & 1) dylae pl plisiKug &5 pl «Sgyls Jbge Jas & o g Bl o B0 3l
8 placusdly Dy = €Sl i 0pedD (gt i 4 ol slacusdly
3 e cpleaSing S LT 29 ) Ll Glie » Lo slagasiazed ¢ lasanaid
e slacundly ol pliiSng o5 51 A8 o 493 waallivegs 1 g Culy oISl
lacaadly 5l 531 ol Amd o S5 1) Lo sla sisadls (CONLINGNE /55,5 =) (ySone
(Moyal-sharrock 2017: 220) X554 Golite o bo (sedlis ) laganadls Wdg glits
4 9 S oyt lbpenlie wjgel e 1y bt (SlacsE lapludl (B 05 o opliiSag
039 Casotl o 455l g A3 o Cawd I 1y 395 Coenl g wae Lol (gl st a5ul ogud oyl
*(Wittgenstein 1967: §352 :5)) 345 oo nheo
e 4 0Ll b Se)ls Jbge 5 o35, len > ddyy meplie opliiiSis ol 1 ol ply
Wb Jb e 50 05 0 )18 cwdbu] awd (o plidiSing & 5,5 0wt Cllao
Cons (i &5 |y a0 )5 Lol S edly Cole 090 |y gl o 52 palie ity 4y
Spardn ol b 09 S g aBl @y ol ol b & lsanpsade o
Aelgd ol oSS 51 e o JW! (505 sleiiy) SUgQested & le b 1) Cdlas oyl opliciS g
x5 ol (Moyal-sharrock 2017: 221 :S')) W oo dlpiuiny Carnds (slacusdly (gomw jl
s5wd) yol,S vdag;ea? Olwrn g (oas asys) dictated yusi 4 5 2y 00,8 4 1) suggested

1. basic facts

2. basic worldly dough

3. classifications

4. fact-constructivism

pplis 5 pdn aSl AUS ol pablie ded &S Cung s —Sgyli Jbge pemds bl p— opliiiSiy s oSS 5l andl 0
(Moyal-sharrock 2017: 221 c.usgly 5) bl pizels

6. conceptualization

7. autonomy



Ty St Ul b (1,5 2815 o luliSiy g o5 Al

Cusl 03059y (ses8) slacusdly (ol iz o g cilo oo bgisee b CJBd o8 4 (ol
s g Byl o 0acld wlio 4 wiaeld SO Lol widu o Caodl b Aelgd g ol 5 4y a5
Moyal-) €Cuws $ja ooy |y ol 565 & cul ool s oaeld sl
[(sharrock 2017: 221

B 2 1) 0ped o & plapll L ol Ll S o ol8 1) 4l 0yad Canlo 3250
S &) plodgs & aSl wampb @ & quplae ol Gl b eiS e gl eelis
o 1y ol Copmt] 5 it |y oapli (pliiSizg o oS gl (ploSiicises
Lol b oo ool s e 450] g dmd o Cawd I 1) 3¢5 ool Conl wre 48l wild o
(V) sl 3)90 93 pl 51 (S el Cmnl g 0ol g panlin puuss e S yuis ol e
0590 Mt ogllas (6o Stz ey 2] ) ol sl (V) pamlio o L I3l (5092 ooratol
S oS 0amlia |y o] o o S 43l Ll o] 3l Pl & agpia b S
w20,5 exuygo |y ol apms claslygy a4 ool wlai el W 55 a5 Cal ogpde
(Moyal-sharrock 2017: 222 :S',)

oplbe (55l Conb ulnly 5 38 b Copb (LA oSS 5l A8 ol o5 Ly
Obj g le p Conb iz pa Lo b5 4 dlslate § Xl L5 (sl Lo wanlie Cuns 395 (493
Moyal-) .S o € o b 1) 595 do punlas 5 Lo aelgd 5o,k 5l Lol cuwl 38,50 L
a0y ale | 5 e 4yl g oSl b pliciSig elsl oyl (sharrock 2017: 222
Tzl Tl (5 yen sl shae 4 Wl 1) eplae b Cans LS| 5 Sge 5l 5L
& ool Atsly [Lo pol, S ] o0 by 45D spliiiSiny puusd & cdaetd "4 b
9 Caub (Wittgenstein 1979: 162) «uiS o0 O b solo 1y o] laess bl dacss
5 o s 5 dnis Lolul o ol 5 48 a8 s 3 L gobo |y Loyl S ey
oS Can (o I (rogi ol 5 cuably gubadls (gl cunl ol el S Sl s QIS
Or B p e Bl g alpl ol e OIS L (g B3l Cund ol 4 Gln
il b (S5 g Lo melie g bl )51 gaigy 5 Bllail 4L )15 3525 (e 5 Lo pelae
APl (Su5 s o Ll Samd o WwlSsl ]y lo (S5 Lo mulie pu o &S Canwl s L1»
(Wittgenstein 1977: § 302) «..5 )l

1. isomorphism

2. correspondence
3. derivation

4. inference

5. justification



el By by (olsi 503 (s Sl Lo ol S g malie 5 —gw S5 Lo (S5 o
e gm0 858 0 SS90 Lo eeplie &S S o Sl |y gp0l8 Lo (S5 cly
2lme quabior Connb )3 &5 Qline L (plply s o plas Lo (Swj il 4 bo ali
Il s o Slie By lno ol iz pn) 3 o0 )l Connb 3 lodgd &S ol
Moyal-sharrock ) xS o 4B 1) s o Lo (sostie (slaoss b o i g 3l ki
(2017: 222

Cosdly Jl Lo (el (pldiSing ol 1 aSiul & 5,5 o don Syl Jbge ol
3 Jits Condly (sl Jlmo gl o551 (Yg)) 25 i i) el (b5 4 iy
manlio pllas 400 &Sl (B (6 ) S Cumo ol o)l & udly enn
ghite MelS' Lo (141,5) el pllas & sl Glime 4 1S (00 QI Ly B3l 1) Lo (01)
3 LSl 5 QLSS s (8 4 ol Jols g Sndyed 88 T 5l 5 il
oS ;1 (Moyal-sharrock 2017: 223) .Cuus puadb] (slizo & Log3) ey 5 pulie bl
S 2l pke i ) panlie cpl Lol Canl Lo Chpne (sliso Lo (1a19) matlie pliss opletiSag
o ol 51 &S L e p e omdbt] 295 e 0 (pliiSg Pl el (U5 51 gy
i CasBly 3| alatio Mol 5 bo 5 Cannns Lo dinlis Cupably

Sl 5 1,5 1y (sl 5313y e (g uiizg A
LSy Glpde (B (plidiSug I bl jads 9 SL1S Ely peds S50 w5
il o 1,5 bl 5 5 LS ably 45 1y gl o) e ) Aod ) Al preni 93 o illio |,
o b 45 Sl b 5 S By o o el ] o 4503 ] A 31 (Ko
1S)) b e d93p0 D93 ddndd 1) laa sl coles pliiSing oSS b g Wil gk
daudd &S Cunl (555 50 iy pl b (5,6 den ) (IS jsb 4 pliiiSs 4 (Richter 2020
S ol g ausbly Cunle g Lite Jio (o 4 gnly g g0yt )3 Gl Wnojgal 5l slaegoone
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Abstract

Objective: To illustrate the distinct and nuanced educational system that arises from a
relational perspective on the concept of "self." This article attempts to first, analyze
Davidson's concept of "self" and then, by introducing Plato's and Aristotle's ideas about
the concept of "self", attempt to express their educational system by comparing them
with the concept of “relational self."

Methods: Analyzing the concept of "relational self" based on the documentary-library
methods and drowing out the educational systems of Plato and Aristotle using the
deductive methods.

Results: Perhaps the most notable instance of the definition of the "relational self" is
Davidson's image of it. This "relational self" possesses two important characteristics:
relation with otherness and relation with the world. According to this definition, Plato's
idea of the "self" stands in opposition to the "relational self" because of his dualism.
Aristotle elucidates the concept of the "relational self* by presenting the theory of
hylomorphism. However, due to his assumption of an active intellect that is entirely
separate from matter and his belief in a singular entelechy for all humans, he cannot fully
meet the criteria for a relational definition of "self".

Conclusions: The outcome of this definition of the relationality of "self" is an enhanced
focus on the role of the “other,” the “world.” The distinctive identity of individuals and
educational institutions is shaped not by top-down directives from the ministry, but by the
relationships among students, peers, and teachers, as well as the relations between schools
and other institutions. Physical education is regarded as essential as the cultivation of
mental capacities. Davidson's holistic concept of “self” emphasizes the integration of
descriptive and normative knowledge, and also making no distinction between natural and
social sciences. Educational policy, curriculum, and the necessary rationality and agency
for implementing changes all attain a relational status and become down-top. This
relationality can also cover fundamental challenges of pedagogy.
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Intoduction

For any educational theory, grasping the essence of human beings and, specifically, the concept of
"self" is essential. The importance of understanding "self" is so profound that some have described
philosophy as the "care of the self". The concept of "self" is extensive and far-reaching, akin to the
notions of "human" and "life"; Thus, to engage in a discussion about it, we must clarify the framework
of our discourse. For this purpose, this article will employ the concept of "relational self"—as it is
utilized today in psychoanalysis and postmodern philosophy—as the foundation for the research.

It appears that one of the most compelling explanations for the concept of "relational self" is the
definition of "self" provided by Davidson. This definition not only acknowledges the social dimension
of "self" but also highlights the influence of the external world in shaping the "self." Additional
significant reasons for embracing Davidson's definition include addressing the subject-object gap and
tackling the problem of solipsism.

Objective

This research aims to first analyze Davidson's concept of "self." Next, two significant criteria of this
concept are extracted from Davidson's works. Following this, by introducing Plato's and Aristotle's
ideas regarding the concept of "self," an attempt is made to express their educational systems. Based
on the concept of the "relational self,” these educational systems are then compared. Finally, the
educational implications of Davidson's relational concept of "self" will be outlined.

Methods

First, works related to Davidson's philosophy were examined using documentary and library methods,
leading to the inference of a concept of "self" that contemporary psychoanalysts refer to as the "relational
self." Next, concepts typically associated with "self," such as soul, meaning, knowledge, thought,
rationality, agency, and others, were discussed. Through deductive methods, corollaries of the concept of
"self" were established; this is necessary because Aristotle and Plato did not directly address "self," and
their theories regarding "self" must be derived from other facets of their philosophy. Essentially, the
research aspect of this article, which differentiates it from review studies, resides in this point.

Background

In the realm of education, few studies have explored Davidson's philosophy, and none have focused on the
concept of "self". Additionally, in this field, no research has been conducted comparing Davidson's views
with the ideas of Plato and Aristotle—as the founders of idealism and realism in the ancient world.

Results

Perhaps the most prominent instance of the concept of the "relational self" is Donald Davidson's
depiction of "self." Grounded in the doctrine of triangulation and ostensive learning, he identifies two
key characteristics of the "self": its relationality to "other" and its relationality to the "world." He
offers a holistic perspective that encompasses the self, others, and the world. In this framework, the
"self" cannot exist independently of the other and the world; indeed, all three—self, other, and
world—are realized simultaneously, and no thought can exist outside the context of this triangle. In
Davidson's philosophy, the "relational self" is defined not in epistemological terms but through causal
interactions with the other via language and in relation to the shared world; and hence, it
possesses ontological status. He views the subjective as a myth and dismisses the subject-object gap,
regarding propositional attitudes as relational. Meaning and knowledge are neither representational (as
seen in Descartes' philosophy), nor merely internal intuitions (as seen in Leibniz's monadology). The
mental contents of the "self" function as a three-variable equation involving the individual's cognitive-
biological structure, the conceptual-normative system of society, and the commitments of the external
physical world. Mental states become dependent on the context, culture, history, and tradition of
language use through triangulation. Thus, meaning is external, social, historical, situated, and
contextual. Another significant point is that during the triangulation process, due to the causal
interaction of individuals and social and linguistic practices, normative characteristics also influence
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the relational self, rendering the descriptive/normative distinction invalid. Davidson's rationality is not
merely a means of acquiring knowledge or outlining logical rules; it is intertwined with norms and
serves as a crucial element of self-image. This rationality is bottom-up, emerging through the process
of understanding others and the world, as truth is also distributed across various contexts of human,
social, and reality relations, rather than being solely held by a specific entity. So, it is a social, non-
dogmatic, and self-correcting trait. Agency is not solely an individual capability; it emerges from
shared language, where beliefs, preferences, and interactions continually shape intentional actions.
This phenomenon arises from the unique role of language and social relations in shaping human
beliefs and actions. Consequently, we observe that meaning, thought, knowledge, rationality, and
agency — all of which pertain to the concept of "self" — converge under a unified theory in
Davidson's philosophy, each possessing a relational status. This relationality is best illustrated in a
fundamental triangle involving the self, the other, and the outside world.

The concept of "self" in Plato, due to his dualism, is positioned in opposition to the "relational self.”
Avistotle by introducing the theory of hylomorphism, elucidates the idea of "relational self", but does not
fully embrace its implications. Beacause in Danidson's concept of the "relational self," the "self" is
fundamentally realized in relation to the world and to the otherness (through language acquisition and
ostensive learning); however, Aristotle by positing an active intellect that is entirely distinct from matter,
by separating theoretical and practical wisdom, and by proposing a single entelechy for all humans
(regardless of their context), cannot completely accept the relationality of the "self."

Conclusions

One outcome of the concept of "relational self" is an increased focus on the role of the "others™ and the
"world" in individual development. Consequently, in children's development, the influence of peers,
educators, and the school environment must not be overlooked. Additionally, physical education is
closely linked to the development of students' intellectual capabilities and mentality; disregarding the
body or viewing it as an impediment to knowledge is futile. Davidson by offering a holistic view of
the "self," does not differentiate between descriptive and normative knowledge, and he even posits that
the propositional attitudes of the mind, such as belief, are influenced by norms. Thus, regarding
normativity, he perceives no distinction between natural and social sciences. This perspective can be
valuable in discussing the methodology of educational sciences.

At the most general level, one can conclude from the concept of the "relational self" that
educational policy should not be imposed from the top-down; rationality and agency in the educational
system of any society should be contextual. The desire for change and the rational basis for these
changes should ascend from lower levels to the top. Perhaps every school and university should have
the autonomy to choose its own educational policy, engaging with other schools and institutions and
grounded in the realities they face in their environment. The outcomes of successful experiences from
these choices should be reflected at higher levels.

Challenges differ across environments and contexts, and the mere assumption of an active intellect
(such as the Ministry of Education) cannot adequately address these challenges. Each school and
university must engage directly with one another and learn from both their successes and failures to
uncover potential and shape the curriculum. In this regard, relationships with various institutions,
including mosques, industries, families, local councils, and offices, can foster a unique identity for
each school and university, serving as a platform for innovation, creativity, and problem-solving.

This relationality covers the fundamental problem of pedagogy, as Y oung states: “The fundamental
pedagogic problem that teachers always face is the discontinuity between the culture of any
curriculum and that of the pupils”. Learning cannot occur without challenges from the outside world
and a shared understanding among individuals. Thus, greater emphasis on the role of relationships and
interactions is essential.
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Abstract

This article, based on a descriptive-analytical method, focuses on the
phenomenological role and function of intuition of essence in Descartes and
Husserl. Although the author introduces intuition as a common methodological
process in the phenomenology of Descartes and Husserl, he observes clear
differences between them in terms of the working components in the category of
intuition. By making a necessary distinction between the mental actions of intuition
and deduction, Descartes considers intuition to be merely the creator of immediate
intrinsic self-evidence and worthy of the basis of the philosophy of certainty. In
order to go beyond the certainty resulting from the self-evidence of immediate
intuition, Descartes resorts to the categories of time and memory. But since
memory lacks the capacity to guarantee the indisputability of intuition from the
"present” to the "past” or "future", it resorts to the concept of God, or in fact, the
doctrine of the entry of divinity into history, to guarantee the temporal continuity
of the immediate indisputability of the intuition of the "I". However, for Husserl,
intuition depends primarily on the intentional aspect, and without the basis and
foundation provided by intuition, it is not possible to achieve a certain basis for
phenomenal knowledge. By adopting a completely new approach, Husserl tries to
obtain the intrinsic indisputability of intuition, contrary to Descartes' wish, not
from the divine intellect, but from the transcendental ego or subjective objectivity,
which is the existential condition of objects. Therefore, he places "imagination™ at
the center of the intuition of essence, and by introducing new concepts, he
completes intuition by defining it as an epistemological decision and responsibility,
the coherence of essence, and the continuity of the ego of transcendence.
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1. Introduction and Problem design

Intuition and intuition of essence are considered the central concepts of the Cartesian system and
Husserl's philosophy. Around these central structures emerge, which, although they bring these two
thinkers closer to a common doctrine, at the same time give rise to significant differences between
them. Descartes should be considered the originator of an approach based on the function of intuition.
The idea of intuition is a type of activity resulting from the function of reason, which is devoid of any
doubt due to its clarity and distinction. Accordingly, in the third rule of the book of Rules, he believes
that even deductive reasoning is appropriate to intuition. There is a gap of about two hundred and fifty
years between the presentation of Descartes' views and Husserl's. During this period, many critics and
philosophers criticized and examined Descartes’ phenomenological intuitional method. The
rationalism and empiricism after Descartes were formed under the influence and even against his
ideas. Rationalists, while emphasizing rational and innate principles and concepts for intuition,
expressed their differences with him. He tried to specify the limits of phenomenal cognition by
emphasizing the role of experience. Despite obvious differences, Edmund Husserl revived the
phenomenological method with Descartes' goals, namely "rigorous scientific philosophy", about three
centuries after Descartes. His phenomenological method emerged as a new epistemological method
after a long struggle over the possibility of knowledge and the manner of cognition, its absolute or
relative nature, and the sources of knowledge. Husserl's transcendental phenomenology, despite its
somewhat similar approach to the analytical thinking of Frege and Russell, was in a way a competitor
to this thinking. Because although the analytical approach dealt with the logical and mathematical
analysis of concepts and phenomena of the world, Husserl emphasized the possibility of direct
knowledge without presuppositions and founded another type of subjectivism, in a sense,
transcendental idealism. In phenomenological thinking, which is considered a kind of "method", direct
confrontation with phenomena and the negation of any presuppositions and placing the existence of
everything in parentheses, that is, epoche, were considered. Therefore, in this type of approach, the
issue is not determining the limits of knowledge, but rather the extent to which self-consciousness can
reach intrinsic and in-itself evidence. Therefore, the goal of this approach is not to decipher a world in
which various talents and actualities are embedded in its essence. Rather, our encounter with the world
leads to a more substantial and intrinsic knowledge of ourselves and, through that, to a knowledge of
others. The point of reliance of this method cannot be evaluated by conventional and natural criteria,
but is based on the human self, that is, his self-awareness as the pure self or transcendental ego. This
"self" does not trust or rely on anything other than itself and is considered free and liberated.

2. Area of the research

The title of one of Husserl's works, Cartesian Reflections, is considered to be an introduction to
phenomenology by adopting a phenomenological approach, the starting point of Husserl's
transcendental phenomenology. In this book, Husserl presents five reflections in the same Cartesian
manner. Although Husserl specifically mentions the movement that Descartes started and is the
introduction to the new movement of phenomenology as Descartes' fundamental work, the rest of this
book has no resemblance to Descartes' reflections. Because there are several fundamental differences
between Husserl and Descartes: First, unlike Descartes, the number of Husserl's reflections is five.
However, the structure of Cartesian reflections includes six reflections. Secondly, the main support of
Husserl's reflections is on the pure ego and transcendental self-consciousness. Thirdly, only a small
part of the fifth reflection deals with the intersubjective problem, that is, the proof of the other ego and
the social realm of egos, and most importantly, with the life of the world. In other words, Husserl
wants to return a person to the same pre-reflective lived experience and the world of life free from
philosophical presuppositions and the method of causal explanation. In this work and some other
works, such as Ideas and the Crisis of European Sciences, he deals with Descartes' perspective and his
influence on philosophy. Husserl's attention to Descartes and Plato in this book and the book The
Crisis of European Sciences has distinguished him from some phenomenologists after him, such as
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Heidegger. Husserl considers Plato as a fundamental philosopher, but Heidegger considers Plato to be
far removed from the main goal pursued by early philosophers such as Anaximander, Heraclitus and
Parmenides. For Husserl, the new phenomenological movements are indebted to Descartes. But from
Husserl's perspective, Cartesian system could not fully show the main elements of this discovery and
quickly went from | think to my own being and the being of the world and God and deviated from its
path. Now it was Husserl who had to complete Descartes' work. Husserl tried to actualize all the
possibilities that were hidden in the Cartesian | think and that he could not fully extract. Philosophy as
a precise and exact science was one of Descartes' main goals, and Husserl wanted to bring Descartes'
effort to fruition. Thus, a common goal can be seen between the two. Husserl believed that Descartes,
unlike Plato, used mathematics as an example for philosophical knowledge in its specific sense.
According to Husserl, Plato also sought certainty in philosophy, but it was Descartes who, considering
the structure of the "ego” and the subject of consciousness, established the basis of a philosophy that
led to efficient and undoubted results. Therefore, according to Husserl, the only thing that has
philosophical importance in the true sense in Descartes' philosophy is I think and the cogito, which can
be relied on to achieve the goal of philosophy as a certain science. Thus, the author's intention in this
article is to examine the phenomenological function of intuition in the approach of philosophy as a
certain science according to both of them, through an epistemological analysis of intuition from the
perspectives of Descartes and Husserl.

3. A brief summary of the research results

This article examines and analyzes the concept and phenomenological function of intuition in
Descartes and Husserl. From Descartes' perspective, intuition is based on the concept of presence. He
tried to abstract this presence from time. In the Cartesian system, the God of time is the sustainer of
the inherent self-evidence of intuition. The important function of intuition, which relies on presence
and based on the doctrine of point-orientedness for Descartes, is that this presence determines the life
of the individual here and now. To achieve this function, Descartes trusts God. Therefore, based on
trust in God's righteousness, the coherence of my consciousness in the past and present is guaranteed.
But on the other hand, for Husserl, the coherence of the ego and the pure I, in other words, the
transcendental subject, is introduced as the guarantor of the self-evidence of intuition. And in this way,
he tries to overcome the crisis of science. Husserl trusts the | (ego) and the coherence of consciousness
is justified through the "I". The central function of the transcendental subject is that the flow of
intrinsic intuitional clarity coordinates time as a whole and removes it from a common and common
time like the past that is dependent on memory. This time therefore becomes subjective time. Thus, as
a result of the transcendental subject being placed at the center of Husserl's intuitionism,
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Introduction

The Parmenides can be divided into two main sections: the first section presents a critical examination
of the ldeas and their relationship with things, culminating in an aporetic conclusion; the second
consists of an extensive dialectical exercise that Parmenides prescribes to the young Socrates. One of
the fundamental interpretative challenges concerns the connection between these two sections.
Rejecting interpretations that consider the dialogue as mere sophistry or an outright refutation of the
doctrine of Ideas, this article aligns with those who see a constructive purpose in the second part of the
dialogue. Following scholars such as Cornford (1931), Meinwald (1991) and Scolnicov (2003) it is
argued that the second part of Parmenides provides a necessary response to the difficulties raised in
the first, thereby deepening rather than discarding the doctrine of Ideas.

The central contention is that the dialogue does not merely point out the weaknesses of the doctrine of
Ideas as presented in the so-called middle dialogues, but rather seeks to reinforce the doctrine through
dialectical method. The objections raised in the first part of the dialogue serve to move the discussion to
a higher level, where the doctrine of Ideas is established on a more robust philosophical foundation. In
this regard, the dialogue exemplifies a structural principle that is recurrent in Plato’s philosophical
methodology (to use Szlezdk formulation): the need to boéthein t6 logo—to defend one’s arguments by
linking them to fundamental principles and thereby securing their philosophical legitimacy.

A critical examination of the doctrine of Ideas in the first part of the Parmenides reveals four major
objections, all of which revolve around the problem of participation: (1) the difficulty of explaining
how things participate in an Idea without leading to paradoxes, (2) the “Third Man Argument,” which
questions whether Ideas themselves require a further Idea to explain their relation to things, (3) the
difficulty in considering an Idea as “being thought” embodied in the soul and the things that resemble
them, and (4) the epistemological dilemma of how lIdeas can be known if they exist in complete
separation from the phenomenal world. Parmenides suggests that if there are no immutable Ideas, then
dialégesthai and true knowledge itself becomes impossible. However, this recognition does not lead to
the rejection of the doctrine of Ideas but rather necessitates a deeper inquiry into its logical structure.

The second part of the Parmenides addresses these issues by presenting an intricate dialectical
exercise centered on the concept of the One. Parmenides introduces a method where a hypothesis must
be examined in all possible ways: considering both its positive and negative implications, as well as its
relations to itself and to others. This dialectical procedure unfolds in a series of eight interwoven
arguments that systematically explore the consequences of assuming or denying the being of the One.
By distinguishing between a concept considered in itself (pros e autd) and in relation to others (pros
ta alla), Plato opens the path for a more nuanced understanding of the Ideas and their interrelations.

The dialectical treatment of the hypothesis One includes in 8 series of Argument. The first
argument, which assumes that the One is purely in itself, leads to an extreme Idea of monism where
the One lacks all determination and cannot even be spoken of and thus is self-contradictory. However,
by considering the One in relation to others, it becomes possible to attribute properties to it, thereby
overcoming the rigid separation between ldea and thing. This distinction provides the key to resolving
the problem of participation: Ideas, while maintaining their unity, can also partake in relations with
things without dissolving into mere multiplicity. The second argument demonstrates how the One that
is many can nonetheless remain One. Put differently, it shows how multiplicity is possible within the
One. This directly refers to the very difficult that the young Socrates had failed to resolve: namely,
how the Idea of the One, in its entirety and while maintaining its unity, can be present (parousia) in a
multiplicity of things. This paves the way for the subsequent arguments that further refine the
understanding of the Idea and its relation to other things. The third argument explores how the One
can undergo internal differentiation, in such a way that particulars may participate in it. Yet again, if
the many is considered entirely apart from the One (fourth argument), the resulting implications—
much like those of the first argument—prove to be unacceptable, and they introduce a fundamental
difficulty regarding the relation between the One and the many, as well as the participation of multiple
things in the Idea of the One.
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In the fifth argument, Plato reveals the interrelation of being and non-being. Saying "the One is
not" paradoxically affirms its distinctness and intelligibility. Being and non-being are dialectically
bound, leading to motion (xivyoig) and rest. The sixth argument contrasts this, takes the one that is not
and affirming Parmenides’s claim that absolute not-being is unknowable. The seventh argument
considers multiplicity in relation to a not-existent One. In this hypothesis—multiplicity without
unity—we are left with countless multiplicities, each of which appears merely as “one.” In this way,
Plato lays the groundwork for an ontology of appearance or phenomenon. Thus Plato not only
demonstrates how multiplicity can rationally participate in and be explained through its relation to the
selfsame unity of the Idea, but also offers an account of the phenomenal existence of multiplicities—
that is, their constant instability and non-identity within opinion (doxa). Finally, the eighth argument
examines pure multiplicity—that is, multiplicity entirely devoid of any relation to the One, even the
not-existent or phenomenal One posited in the seventh argument. Such multiplicity, Plato shows,
cannot partake of being in any way, not even phenomenally or as appearance, and is thus entirely
unthinkable and impossible.

By systematically analyzing these hypotheses, Plato establishes a framework in which participation
is no longer a paradox but a necessity grounded in the very structure of reality. The dialectical
treatment in Parmenides ultimately demonstrates that the relationship between unity and plurality is
essential to understanding the metaphysical structure of Ideas and their relation to things. This
resolution not only strengthens the doctrine of Ideas but also ensures its coherence within Plato’s
broader philosophical system.Thus, the dialectic of the One and the Many in Parmenides is not an
abstract logical exercise but a necessary step in clarifying the fundamental structures of Plato’s
ontology. This paper has demonstrated that the relation between the One and the many constitutes the
conceptual and pure form of the relation between the Idea and that which partakes of it. Dialectically
disclosing the relation between the One and the many thus provides a logical foundation for the
defence of the Ideas—Ideas which, as the enduring identical universality of things, are the proper
objects of the logos. Hence, an account of their possibility also secures the possibility of rational
cognition and explanation of beings.

Now, taking into account the assumptions and implications that were implicitly revealed
throughout the course of the arguments, one can point to a comprehensive approach to overcoming the
difficulties facing the hypothesis of the Ideas: while the pure self-sufficiency and absolute separation
of the One from the many individuals under its universality is ultimately unthinkable and self-
contradictory, the dialectic of the One and the many necessarily and immanently entails the structure
of relationality. Through this approach, revealed in the dialectic of the One and the many as the logical
form of the relation between the Idea and the particulars that partake in it, the problems of the
presence (mapovoia) of the Idea in particulars and the participation (uébe&ic) of particulars in the Idea
both receive a sufficient conceptual and logical explanation. Therefore, the logical grounding of the
relational structure of the concept of unity in the dialectic of the One and the many may be regarded as
Plato’s pre-emptive response to criticisms of the doctrine of Ideas—at least those criticisms directed at
the problem of participation.
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Abstract

This article investigates the issue of the directionality of time and its origin at the
intersection of physical theories and philosophical analysis. The main focus is on
David Albert’s account of time, which—through the framework of the “Past
Hypothesis”—seeks to explain temporal direction not as a conscious or empirical
feature, but as a statistical consequence of the universe’s initial conditions in
statistical mechanics. The paper first reconstructs this theory conceptually and
analyzes it through the lenses of causality, time symmetry, and the entropy-
increase condition. It then engages with critiques posed by contemporary
philosophers and physicists, evaluating the effectiveness and limitations of this
model in addressing the problem of time’s arrow. In light of the shortcomings of
the Past Hypothesis, the article proposes a complementary theory that
conceptualizes time as simultaneously physical, phenomenal, and abstract. Within
this framework, time is analyzed across statistical and entropic mechanisms,
subjective experience, and linguistic structures. Temporal directionality is viewed
as the result of an interaction between physical and phenomenal layers, rather than
the mere consequence of an initial condition. The “layer-phenomenal model of
time” thus avoids reductionism and offers an interdisciplinary account that not only
addresses statistical and entropic principles, but also articulates three fundamental
conditions for temporal directionality by integrating philosophical, physical,
phenomenological, and cognitive perspectives.
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Introduction

The enigma of temporal directionality the fact that time appears to flow irreversibly from past to future
despite the time symmetric nature of fundamental physical laws has long occupied both physics and
philosophy. Human beings experience time as asymmetrical: we remember the past but not the future,
causes precede effects, entropy increases, and our decisions and actions are oriented toward what lies
ahead. Yet the dynamical equations of Newtonian mechanics, Maxwell’s electrodynamics,
Schrdédinger’s quantum mechanics, and Einstein’s relativity remain invariant under time reversal. This
tension between lived temporality and physical symmetry constitutes the central puzzle of the arrow of
time.

This article critically examines David Albert’s influential Past Hypothesis, which seeks to explain
temporal asymmetry as the statistical consequence of an extraordinarily low-entropy initial condition
of the universe. Albert’s account builds upon Boltzmann’s statistical mechanics, arguing that only by
positing a special beginning can we reconcile time-symmetric laws with time-asymmetric phenomena.
According to Albert, causality itself our experience that causes precede effects depends on this
condition. Memory, decision, and consciousness are likewise structured by the statistical asymmetry
originating in the past. The Past Hypothesis thus functions as a law-like postulate, indispensable for
explaining why entropy increases and why time appears to flow forward.

The article situates Albert’s theory within the broader history of physics and philosophy. In
Newtonian mechanics, time was treated as absolute, homogeneous, and independent of matter or
observers. Einstein’s theories of relativity embedded time within a four-dimensional spacetime
continuum, rendering simultaneity relative to frames of reference, yet preserving symmetry under
reversal. Quantum mechanics, despite interpretive controversies, also retains formal time symmetry.
Only the Second Law of Thermodynamics introduces asymmetry, making entropy increase the prime
candidate for explaining the arrow of time. In analytic philosophy, McTaggart’s distinction between
the A-series (presentism) and B-series (eternalism), the block universe view, and debates over
presentism and eternalism highlight the tension between lived temporality and physical models.
Quantum interpretations further complicate the issue: Copenhagen emphasizes observer-dependent
collapse, while Everett’s many-worlds denies collapse and multiplies futures. These perspectives
reveal that the arrow of time is not merely a physical puzzle but a multi-layered problem spanning
physics, metaphysics, and phenomenology.

Albert’s hypothesis has drawn both support and criticism. Reichenbach grounded temporal
direction in probabilistic causation without recourse to unverifiable postulates, while Albert embraced
a supra-empirical assumption to preserve explanatory coherence. Critics such as Huw Price argue that
the hypothesis embodies a metaphysical bias toward the future, undermining neutrality. Hayden White
likens it to a theological reconstruction of a sacred beginning: an extraordinary initial condition
invoked to explain everything else while remaining itself unexplained. From the standpoint of
philosophy of science, the hypothesis functions less as a genuine explanation than as a regulative
principle or even a pre-scientific article of faith, since it cannot be directly tested or falsified.
Defenders such as Sean Carroll and Barry Loewer maintain that boundary conditions at the universe’s
origin are indispensable for explaining macroscopic asymmetry, but concede that such conditions do
not illuminate lived temporality.

Phenomenology exposes a major lacuna in Albert’s account: the neglect of lived temporality.
Husserl’s Phenomenology of Internal Time Consciousness demonstrates that temporal awareness is
constituted by retention (the just-past), primal impression (the now), and pretention (the anticipated
future). Time is not merely a parameter in equations but the very mode of consciousness. Heidegger’s
Being and Time radicalizes this by showing that temporality is the existential horizon of Dasein:
human existence is essentially temporal, projecting itself toward the future while interpreting the past.
Ricoeur emphasizes that time is articulated in narrative, linking cosmological time with lived and
storied time. These insights reveal that temporal directionality cannot be reduced to entropy or initial
conditions; it is inseparable from the structures of human existence and meaning.
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In response, the article advances the Layer-Phenomenological Model of Time. This model integrates
three levels:

1. Entropy as the physical structure of time. Temporal asymmetry arises statistically from the
overwhelming probability of high-entropy states, given a low-entropy beginning. The arrow of
time is not intrinsic to laws but emerges from distributions in phase space. Entropy increase
defines the statistical gradient that underlies macroscopic irreversibility.

2. Consciousness and the observer as conditions of temporal appearance. Human experience of
past, present, and future is structured by memory and anticipation. The “present” is the
intersection of retention and pretention. Cognitive systems reconstruct time through information
processing, creating a “cognitive relativity of time” that varies with the complexity of observers.
Neurological disorders such as distortochronia, or perceptual phenomena such as chronostasis,
demonstrate that temporal experience can collapse or distort independently of physical entropy,
revealing the layered nature of temporality.

3. Layered integration of physical and phenomenological dimensions. Time is a multi-layered
phenomenon: physical entropy, biological rhythms, cognitive structures, and linguistic
narratives all contribute. Temporal directionality emerges from the interaction of these layers
rather than from a single privileged condition. Language itself stabilizes and reproduces
temporal categories, shaping how different cultures experience time. Grammatical structures in
Arabic or German, for example, encode distinct temporal orientations, reinforcing the
phenomenological dimension of time.

This model avoids reductionism by acknowledging that time is simultaneously a physical
phenomenon, a lived experience, and a conceptual construct. It preserves the statistical insights of the
Past Hypothesis while addressing its metaphysical and phenomenological shortcomings. By situating
time at the intersection of physics, philosophy, and human experience, the Layer-Phenomenological
Model offers a more comprehensive framework for understanding temporal directionality.

The conclusion emphasizes that reflection on time inevitably traverses both scientific and
philosophical domains. Albert’s Past Hypothesis represents a significant attempt to reconcile
time-symmetric laws with time-asymmetric phenomena, but its reliance on an unverifiable initial
condition and its neglect of phenomenology limit its explanatory scope. The proposed model expands
the horizon by integrating entropy, consciousness, and language into a layered account. Temporal
directionality, as we live and understand it, is not exhausted by thermodynamic formulas or statistical
probabilities; it is a multi-faceted phenomenon that crosses from physical processes into existential
structures and cultural narratives.

The article thus contributes to ongoing debates by offering a synthesis that bridges physics and
phenomenology.

It argues that the arrow of time is best understood as the emergent product of layered interactions:
statistical mechanics provides the physical gradient, phenomenology reveals the lived horizon, and
language and narrative stabilize temporal categories. This interdisciplinary approach opens new
avenues for dialogue between physics and philosophy, between analytic and continental traditions, and
between scientific explanation and human experience. The Layer-Phenomenological Model of Time
does not reject the Past Hypothesis but reframes it within a broader context, showing that temporal
directionality is at once physical, phenomenological, and conceptual.
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Abstract

The present article examines the nature of belief from the perspective of Henry
Habberley Price. Price offers a novel analysis of the concept of belief, considering
it as a complex mental state. Using an analytical-descriptive method, this study
explores Price's theory on the nature of belief. The findings indicate that Price
interprets belief not merely as a cognitive proposition but as a dynamic and
interactive process between reason and emotion. He outlines a two-stage process of
belief formation—examining a proposition and its assent—emphasizing that assent
itself consists of both volitional and emotional elements. This approach provides a
clearer understanding of the nature of belief. While Price’s view is noteworthy for
its meticulous effort to analyze the belief process, its integration of reason and
emotion in belief formation, its attention to the role of volition in beliefs and the
responsibility associated with them, and its attempt to clarify the concept
of knowing, there remain significant challenges that call for further revision. These
include ambiguities in the concept of assentas the central element in belief
formation, the difficulty of indirect control over belief, the persistence of resistant
beliefs, the relationship between belief and knowledge, and insufficient attention to
socio-cultural factors.
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Introduction

The nature of belief is a complex and multifaceted subject that has been defined in various ways from
ancient times to the present, each highlighting different aspects of the concept. In The Republic (Book
V, p. 283), Plato describes belief (doxa) as an intermediate state between ignorance and knowledge,
while Aristotle, in Metaphysics (Book 1V, 1008b), examines it as a mental proposition. In the modern
era, Descartes, in Meditations on First Philosophy, introduces certainty and mental assurance as the
core components of belief that resist doubt and skepticism (Descartes, 2012, First and Second
Meditations, pp. 29-49).

According to Alston, belief is sometimes used to refer to a specific psychological state in humans
and other times to the object of belief—i.e., the proposition that a person accepts as true. From this
perspective, believing can be seen as the psychological state of a (religious) person regarding the truth
of a given proposition (Mobini, 2010, p. 66). However, some definitions emphasize certain
characteristics of belief, identifying it based on those features. For instance, by referring to belief as a
dispositional state, they highlight its capacity to influence human thought and behavior (Alston, 1996,
p. 4). Others argue that belief is a positive attitude or inclination toward a proposition or state of affairs
(Quine & Ullian, 2008, p. 26).

In philosophical perspectives, the role of will and reason in belief formation is often emphasized.
Plato, Aquinas, Descartes, and Locke regard belief as a weak and inferior cognitive state compared to
knowledge (Pojman, 2008, p. 518). In radical rationalism, Clifford stresses the rational nature of
belief, considering valid beliefs to be those firmly grounded in reason and whose truth is accepted by
all rational beings (Peterson et al.,2004, pp. 72-73). However, psychological approaches, given the
emotional nature they attribute to beliefs, insist on the role of emotions and feelings in belief
formation (James, 1915, pp. 9-11). Hume, for instance, in A Treatise of Human Nature (Hume, 2007,
p. 396), describes belief as a "lively and vivid feeling" and, in response to the question of what it
means to believe, states:

"Belief consists either in the addition of certain ideas and impressions or in a feeling. But if belief
were merely a combination of ideas and impressions, we could, at will, acquire beliefs simply by
adding the idea of existence to our conceptions. However, ideas are governed by imagination, which is
not entirely free. Clearly, we cannot have beliefs merely by willing them... Therefore, belief is not
merely the possession of ideas. Hence, believing must be a feeling."”

In the 20th century, Henry Habberley Price introduced a novel and compelling synthetic analysis of
belief, moving beyond traditional frameworks. In Thinking and Experience (Price, 1969b, pp. 32-74),
Price defines belief as a dynamic and interactive process between reason and emotion. He argues that
belief is a mental state involving the apprehension and affirmation of a proposition. For him, belief is
neither purely a cognitive proposition nor merely an emotional identity; rather, it encompasses a
combination of cognitive-volitional and emotional-affective elements.

Methods

In this article, using a critical-analytical method, we examine the nature of belief from Price’s
perspective, focusing on the gradual cognitive-emotional process of belief formation and the factors
influencing it. We then evaluate and critique Price’s view on the matter.

Results

Price considers the formation of beliefs not as a simple mental state but as a gradational process that
ranges from mere opinion or viewpoint to the attainment of absolute belief. His meticulous effort to
arrive at a precise analysis of the belief process helping the believer gain a better understanding of
how their beliefs are formed and how to evaluate and revise them is noteworthy. By distinguishing
between "examining a proposition" and "assenting it," he demonstrated that belief is a multi-stage
process rather than a mere mental state. According to him, the two cognitive stages of examining and
affirming a proposition are among the core components of the belief-forming process, though
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emotions, feelings, and human discourse (both spoken and written) also influence this phenomenon.
Price distinguishes between two types of belief:

1. Rational Belief (evidence-based and inferential): This type of belief is acquired based on the
confirmation of evidence. That is, an individual must choose among different propositions
according to certain principles, preferring one over another. In this type of belief, while the
believer actively engages in a reasoning-based process, they remain aware of the possibility that
the proposition may be incorrect. Belief always involves recognizing the evidence that makes
the proposition more probable. For example, when a person, after examining scientific
evidence, comes to believe in climate change.

2. Acceptance (non-inferential beliefs): This refers to the automatic affirmation or unquestioning
acceptance of a proposition without regard to existing facts. Here, the individual passively
accepts a proposition without weighing evidence or considering alternatives, based merely on
not rejecting it. This type of belief resembles a feeling formed in the mind, and the individual is
unaware of the possibility that the proposition may be false.

Price differentiates belief and knowledge in terms of fallibility/infallibility and direct/indirect
awareness. He argues that there are two methods through which one can voluntarily both maintain
and generate beliefs:

1. The method of voluntarily maintaining prior beliefs: This involves the deliberate and systematic

attention to evidence for or against propositions that one wishes to believe or continue believing.

2. The method of cultivating voluntary beliefs through the psychological technique of directing
attention: This entails the deliberate orientation of attention—focusing on the proposition itself
rather than the evidence for or against it—Ileading the individual to a state where they are no
longer concerned with evidence at all.

Conclusion
In this article, we have seen that Price outlines four stages in the formation of a belief such as p:

1. Contemplating p alongside one or more alternative propositions: At this stage, the individual

evaluates competing options.

2. Knowing a fact or set of facts (C) relevant to p and its alternatives: This involves evidence or

information that informs the decision-making process.

3. Recognizing that C makes p more probable than other propositions: Here, the evidence is seen as

favoring p.
4. Assenting to p, which entails:
a. Preferring p over other propositions.
b. Experiencing a certain degree of confidence in p.

According to Price, belief differs from knowledge due to its indirect and fallible nature. It
encompasses rational belief (grounded in evidence and reasoning) and non-inferential belief (the
immediate acceptance of a proposition without reliance on evidence).

Price’s careful analysis of the belief-forming process, his integration of reason and emotion, his
emphasis on the role of will in belief formation, and his insistence on epistemic responsibility are
among the greatest strengths of his account. However, his theory also faces several challenges,
including:

- Ambiguity in the concept of assenting.

- The difficulty of exercising indirect control over beliefs.

- The problem of accounting for stubborn or resistant beliefs.

- Insufficient consideration of socio-cultural influences on belief formation.

While Price’s approach calls for further critical examination, it nevertheless raises important
challenges to traditional theories of belief and opens new avenues for future research in this area.
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1. the entertaining of a proposition
2. the assenting to or adopting of that proposition
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1. I was under the impression that

2. think without question

3. passive

4. judgement

5. Belief Proper

6. assent upon evidence

7. Acceptance or Taking for Granted
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1. The voluntary cultivation of belief
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Abstract

A set of concepts lies at the core of metaphysical thought, constituting the subject
and predicate of most metaphysical propositions. The centrality of these
metaphysical concepts, referred to in later Islamic philosophy as (philosophical)
"secondary intelligibles” and in Scholastic philosophy as "transcendental
concepts,” was not recognized from the outset of the history of metaphysics.
Rather, their prominence emerged under specific conditions shaped by Avicenna’s
metaphysics. Scholastic philosophers, building on Avicenna’s innovations, further
developed discussions concerning these concepts, and ultimately, Duns Scotus
designated metaphysics as the science of transcendentals, and structuring its
components based on his understanding of transcendental concepts. In this article,
with reference to the metaphysics of Avicenna, Aquinas, and Scotus, and
emphasizing their intellectual commonalities, we aim to propose a general
framework for Scholastic transcendental philosophy. The rationale for selecting
these three philosophers lies in the fact that Avicenna is the primary source of
issues related to transcendentals; Aquinas introduced new issues in addition to
Avicennian themes; and Scotus was the first to explicitly designate metaphysics as
the science of transcendentals. In this paper, we first address the subject of
metaphysics, its components, and the role that transcendental concepts may occupy
within the metaphysical frameworks proposed by these philosophers.
Subsequently, we explore the definition of transcendental concepts, their
classifications, their functions, as well as the shared claim among the discussed
philosophers regarding the proof of the externality of transcendental concepts and
the significance of this claim.

Transcendental Philosophy, Scholasticism, Metaphysics, Secondary Intelligible,
Primary notions.
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Introduction

The term "transcendental philosophy" is closely associated with Immanuel Kant, but the designation
of philosophy as transcendental is not exclusive to him and has a history predating his work.
Consequently, it has been suggested that transcendental philosophy can be divided into three types: 1)
objective-metaphysical, referring to the metaphysics in Scholastic philosophy, particularly in the
works of Aquinas and Scotus, which is grounded in transcendental concepts; 2) subjective-
epistemological, as found in the philosophy of Wolff and Baumgarten; and 3) formal-logical, as
represented by Kant’s transcendental philosophy. This article does not address the relationship
between these three types. Instead, it seeks to propose a general framework for what is known as
Scholastic transcendental philosophy by examining Avicenna’s metaphysics as the primary source of
discussions concerning transcendentals in Scholastic philosophy, Thomas Aquinas’s metaphysics,
which explicitly addresses some new issues of transcendental philosophy, and Duns Scotus, who
explicitly designates metaphysics as the science of transcendentals, while articulating their points of
convergence and divergence. The rationale for selecting these three philosophers lies in the fact that
Avicenna is the primary source of issues related to transcendentals, Aquinas introduced new issues in
addition to Avicennian themes, and Scotus was the first to explicitly designate metaphysics as the
science of transcendentals.

Despite differences regarding the nature of transcendental concepts, they can be provisionally defined
here as concepts that transcend Aristotle’s ten categories or, and thus can be predicated of all categories.
For instance, "unity" can be predicated of substance, as in "substance is one," or of quantity, as in "quantity
is one," and so forth. As will become clearer, each philosopher’s view on the role of transcendental
concepts in philosophy depends on their stance on three issues rooted in Aristotle’s metaphysics: the
subject matter of metaphysics, the relationship between the attributes and accidents of the subject and the
subject itself, and the manner of universality of transcendental concepts, both conceptually and in terms of
their referents. This article will demonstrate how Avicenna’s conception of the subject and issues of
metaphysics, his views on concepts that are primarily impressed in the mind, and the issues and responses
he raises concerning these concepts served as the foundation for the perspectives of Thomas Aquinas and
Duns Scotus. It will also show how each of these philosophers expanded upon Avicenna’s views. By
designating "being qua being" as the subject of metaphysics and establishing the primacy of concepts that
became known in the Middle Ages as transcendental concepts, Avicenna took the most significant step
toward formulating a philosophy grounded in transcendental concepts, which can thus be regarded as a
form of transcendental philosophy. It has been noted that Avicenna “laid the foundation for the Scholastic
doctrine of the four transcendentals, commonly referred to as ens, unum, bonum, and verum” (Janssens
2003: 52) .

Avicenna’s designation of "being qua being" as the subject of metaphysics and his critique of a
theological conception of metaphysics were accepted by Thomas Aquinas (albeit with slight
differences) and served as the starting point for Duns Scotus’s transformation of metaphysics into the
science of transcendentals. By introducing the notion of "primarily impressed concepts"”, Avicenna
was the first to draw attention to the role of this class of concepts in human thought. Aquinas and
Scotus accepted this primacy and raised new issues concerning these concepts. By synthesizing these
issues, we can develop a general framework for Scholastic transcendental philosophy. Since a
philosopher’s conception of the subject of metaphysics shapes their understanding of metaphysical
issues and concepts, we will first address the views of the philosophers under discussion regarding the
subject of metaphysics, where we will also explore how Scotus transformed metaphysics into the
science of transcendentals. In the second section of the article, we will elucidate the definitions
provided for transcendentals. Subsequently, we will discuss the primacy of these concepts and the
significance of establishing this primacy. Since the primacy of transcendental concepts is tied to their
universality, we will examine various views concerning this universality (conceptual univocity and
analogy). In the final section, we will address the methods by which the externality of these concepts
is demonstrated.
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Abstract

The discussion on the factors that shape language -instinct or environment- has
been a heated debate among researchers in recent decades, leading to the
emergence of two perspectives: nativism and empiricism. This descriptive-
analytical article examines and analyzes the history of discourse from the
perspective of the “Mixed Game Model” and post-Cartesianism as a link between
language, culture (social environment and society), and nature (genetics and
instinct). Emphasizing the importance of language as a communicative and cultural
tool, this article explores how it influences individuals and social identity. In this
context, detailed and critical analyses of traditional and modern theories regarding
language and culture are presented. The article also addresses the challenges and
opportunities present in human communication in the contemporary world,
highlighting the role of language in shaping human thought and behavior. In this
article, language is defined within the framework of the “Mixed Game Model” and
in the context of ‘discourse’, emphasizing the constructive and unpredictable
nature of verbal communications. Consequently, the distinction between mind and
body, which was ingrained in Cartesian thought, is now critiqued, and human
interactions are situated within a more complex and broader context, entering the
realm of post-Cartesianism. This article addresses the principles that shape
discourse based on the perspective of the “Mixed Game Model” and the criteria
that can be used to analyze discourse. Finally, after analyzing post-Cartesian
concept and views on language, the factors influencing the determination of an
appropriate theory of discourse are discussed, along with its application in
discourse studies.

Principle of Probability, language games, language and society, discourse, Post-
Cartesian, Mixed Game Model
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Introduction

This paper discusses the philosophical approach to discourse from a post-Cartesian perspective,
focusing on the interplay between language, culture, and essence. It emphasizes the complexity of
human interaction and behavior, highlighting the significance of understanding these dynamics within
the framework of the “mixed game model”. This paper suggests that this model can provide insights
into the intricate relationships between language and social constructs, ultimately aiming to enhance
our comprehension of communication and its implications in various contexts. The work aims to
bridge theoretical concepts with practical applications in understanding human behavior and discourse.

This study outlines the significance of studying discourse through a philosophical lens, particularly
in the context of the mixed game model. It emphasizes the need to understand the complexities of
human interaction, which are influenced by language, culture, and social dynamics. The introduction
also highlights the limitations of traditional approaches that often overlook the nuanced interplay
between these elements. The main research questions are: A) How does the mixed game model
enhance our understanding of discourse and communication? And B) In what ways do language and
culture interact to shape human behavior and social constructs? These questions aim to guide the
exploration of the intricate relationships between language, culture, and human interaction within the
framework of the mixed game model.

The mixed game model enhances our understanding of discourse by framing communication as a
strategic interaction where participants navigate various social and linguistic rules. This model allows
for the analysis of how individuals negotiate meaning, manage conflicts, and establish relationships
through dialogue. By considering the roles of intention, context, and cultural norms, the mixed game
model provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the dynamics of communication
beyond mere linguistic exchanges.

Language and culture interact in profound ways to shape human behavior and social constructs by
influencing how individuals perceive and interpret their environments. Language serves as a vehicle
for cultural expression, carrying the values, beliefs, and norms of a society. This interaction affects
social identity, group dynamics, and power relations, as language can both reflect and reinforce
cultural hierarchies. This paper likely discusses specific examples of how cultural contexts inform
language use and, conversely, how language can shape cultural practices.

Understanding the interplay between language, culture, and discourse has significant implications
for various fields. In linguistics, it can inform language teaching methodologies that consider cultural
contexts. In psychology, insights from the mixed game model can enhance therapeutic practices by
recognizing the role of communication in shaping individual experiences and relationships. In social
sciences, this understanding can inform policy-making and community engagement strategies that
acknowledge the complexities of cultural interactions and the importance of effective communication
in fostering social cohesion.

In this paper, the mixed game model presents a conceptual framework that views discourse as a
complex, strategic interaction among participants. This model draws on principles from game theory
to illustrate how individuals engage in communication not just to exchange information, but to
navigate a landscape of social dynamics, intentions, and cultural contexts. The essence of the mixed
game model is that communication is inherently strategic. Participants in a conversation make choices
based on their goals and the anticipated reactions of others. This means that every utterance is not
merely a straightforward transmission of information; rather, it is a calculated move in a broader social
game. For instance, speakers may choose their words carefully to influence the listener's response, to
assert power, or to build rapport, all of which are influenced by the context of the interaction.

Moreover, the model emphasizes the role of culture and context in shaping discourse. Language is
not used in a vacuum; it is deeply embedded in cultural norms and social practices. This means that
the same phrase can carry different meanings depending on the cultural background of the speakers
and the situational context. The mixed game model allows for an exploration of these nuances,
providing insights into how misunderstandings can occur when participants have different cultural
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frames of reference. The complexity of communication is a central theme in this paper. The model
recognizes that conversations often involve multiple layers of meaning, where intentions, emotions,
and social cues intertwine. This complexity can lead to conflicts or misinterpretations, as individuals
may not always be aware of the underlying dynamics at play.

Ultimately, the mixed game model serves as a powerful analytical tool for understanding the
intricacies of human interaction. It highlights the importance of considering not just the words spoken,
but the strategic choices made by individuals within their cultural and social contexts. This framework
has implications for various fields, suggesting that a deeper understanding of discourse can enhance
practices in linguistics, psychology, and social sciences by acknowledging the multifaceted nature of
communication.

Thus, this paper delves into the implications and applications of the mixed game model in
understanding discourse and communication. It emphasizes how this model can be utilized to analyze
various aspects of human interaction, particularly in the context of language, culture, and social
dynamics. This paper discusses the theoretical foundations of the mixed game model, highlighting its
roots in “game theory” and its relevance to communication studies. It underscores the importance of
recognizing discourse as a strategic interaction where participants are not only conveying information
but also negotiating meaning and managing relationships.

One of the key points made in this paper is the model’s ability to illuminate the complexities of
communication. It provides a framework for understanding how individuals navigate social norms,
cultural expectations, and personal intentions during interactions. This complexity is crucial for
analyzing misunderstandings and conflicts that may arise in discourse, as different participants may
interpret the same message in varied ways based on their backgrounds and contexts. Furthermore, this
paper explores practical applications of the mixed game model across different fields. In linguistics, it
can inform language teaching by emphasizing the role of context and culture in communication. In
psychology, the model can enhance therapeutic practices by recognizing the strategic nature of
dialogue in shaping individual experiences. In social sciences, it can guide policy-making and
community engagement efforts by highlighting the importance of effective communication in
fostering social cohesion.

Overall, this study articulates the significance of the mixed game model as a versatile tool for
analyzing discourse. It encourages researchers and practitioners to consider the strategic, cultural, and
contextual dimensions of communication, ultimately leading to a more nuanced understanding of
human interaction.
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