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Abstract

Light in Iranian intellectual traditions appears as a multilayered ontological
principle that shapes truth, inner transformation, and the emergence of meaning.
Using Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics, this study examines the structure of
luminous ascent in Mithraism, Suhrawardi’s Illuminationism, and Khosrowanian
wisdom, focusing on how light structures the seeker’s movement toward
understanding. The methodology draws on interpretive analysis of philosophical
and mystical texts, study of pre-Islamic light-centered traditions, and examination
of luminous symbolism in Iranian—Islamic visual culture. The findings indicate a
shared pattern of inner transformation across the three traditions: planetary
initiation in Mithraism, ascent to the Eighth Climate and the encounter with the
Crimson Archangel in Illuminationist thought, and the manifestation of Farr-e Izadi
as a sacred radiance that marks existential readiness in Khosrowanian wisdom.
Farr-e Izadi emerges not as a mythic motif but as an interpretive event revealing
the seeker’s capacity for truth. Through the lens of Gadamer’s concept of horizon,
light becomes the condition for meaning to unfold-an experiential field where
understanding appears rather than something constructed by the subject. Thus, the
Iranian luminous tradition can be understood as an interpretive system in which
meaning arises through participation in the luminous order of being and remains
open to contemporary hermeneutic reflection.
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Problem Articulation

In the post-secular landscape, modern humanity confronts a twofold estrangement: alienated by
modernity’s reductive empiricism and unsettled by pre-modern dogmatism’s static absolutes
(Gadamer, 2004). In response to this disorientation, the question reemerges: can symbolic ontologies
from antiquity guide renewed engagement with meaning and presence? Iranian luminous traditions-
from Mithraic cosmologies to Suhrawardi’s metaphysical architecture-offer more than myth; they
articulate ontological grammars rooted in light as both the ground of being and the axis of return
(Corbin, 1971; Nasr, 1987). Despite their depth, these traditions remain underexplored within
contemporary philosophical hermeneutics. This study addresses that gap by proposing saliik-i ntirani
(luminous ascent) not as abstract mysticism, but as a structure of existential transformation and
meaning-disclosure. Here, light is examined not merely symbolically but as the very condition of
intelligibility and becoming (Suhrawardi, 1993: 108; Widengren, 1951: 96). In this framework, Farr-e
Izadi-the divine radiance in Khosrowanian thought-is reinterpreted not only as sacred legitimation but
as an ontological marker of inner readiness: a luminous event within the seeker that signals receptivity
to truth. Thus, luminous ascent becomes a dynamic process, merging metaphysics with hermeneutics
to form a living grammar of participation, presence, and spiritual emergence.

Research Significance

This research holds both methodological and philosophical significance. Iranian light cosmologies
represent an intricate synthesis of ethics, metaphysics, and aesthetics (Boyce, 1982), offering an
experiential ontology wherein light acts not as metaphor but as the grammar of being itself (Nasr,
1993). The study contributes to Gadamerian hermeneutics by extending dialogical interpretation to
non-Western metaphysical systems, showing tradition as a participatory horizon rather than a static
archive (Gadamer, 2004: 295). Through this lens, texts such as Hikmat al-Ishraq and Mithraic ritual
symbology reveal luminous ascent (saliik-i niirani) as an existential process of unveiling. Rather than
treating light as symbolic ornamentation, the study repositions it as ontological substance, mediating
both knowledge and being (Suhrawardi, 1993: 154). In Mithraism, the soul’s passage through seven
spheres culminates in solar rebirth (Ulansey, 1989), while in Suhrawardi’s cosmology, ascent toward
nir al-anwar reflects intensifying illumination (Corbin, 1993: 112). These structures unify cosmology,
epistemology, and sacred anthropology into a single metaphysical axis. Architectural elements like
domes and visual forms in epics such as Haft Khan (Ferdowsi, 1997; Nezami, 2002) echo this
ontological rhythm. Within the Khosrowanian system, Farr-e lzadi-the divine radiance-does not
merely sanctify but awakens latent readiness for transformation. This luminous trajectory aligns with
Gadamer’s hermeneutic circle (Gadamer, 2004: 293), wherein understanding unfolds through the
interplay of part and whole, self and tradition. Saliik-i niirani thus emerges as a culturally embedded
model of spiritual becoming,bridging myth, philosophy, and metaphysical participation.

Central Question

At the heart of this inquiry lies a fundamental hermeneutic challenge: How might the structure of saltik-i
nirani-the luminous ascent in lIranian spiritual traditions-be reconfigured through the lens of Gadamerian
philosophical hermeneutics? The investigation asks whether light can be approached not only as a
metaphysical metaphor but as a condition of ontological openness, enabling both self-transformation and
the emergence of meaning. How does the symbolic journey from darkness into light-so central to Mithraic
rites, Suhrawardi’s illuminationism, and the Khosrowanian reception of Farr-e lzadi,parallel the
hermeneutic event of understanding as fusion of horizons (Gadamer, 2004: 308)? Sub-questions explore
the implications of abandoning the ideal of the dispassionate interpreter. What occurs when the seeker of
knowledge becomes existentially implicated in the very tradition it engages? Through comparative
analysis, the study demonstrates that the ascending ontological stages in Suhrawardr’s hierarchy of lights
and the celestial initiations in Mithraism echo the movement of interpretive self-reconstitution in
Gadamer’s thought. In this light, Farr-e Izadi appears not only as a sacred sign but as a transformative
horizon, an inner illumination that both invites and conditions hermeneutic participation.
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Philosophical Methodology

This research utilizes Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics as its primary framework, emphasizing
concepts such as  pre-understanding  (Vorverstdndnis), the  fusion of  horizons
(Horizontverschmelzung), and the historicity of understanding. Texts are not read as closed archives,
but as dialogical horizons that require participation and co-constitution (Gadamer, 2004: 270). The
study conducts close readings of primary sources, including Hikmat al-Ishraq, Mithraic inscriptions,
and Persian philosophical narratives. It also interprets symbolic architecture (e.g., domes, mugarnas),
ritual patterns (sevenfold purification), and visual motifs (illumination in miniatures) as hermeneutic
phenomena-texts in their own right (Chelkowski, 1975; Beck, 2006). By synthesizing textual and
visual-symbolic elements, the research demonstrates how ascent is mapped both ontologically and
semantically, where movement through space, color, and form reflects existential transformation.

Analytical Findings
The findings reveal that luminous ascent operates through a triadic schema: purification (ethical
refinement), unveiling (epistemic encounter), and return (ontological integration). This tripartite
movement-encoded in Mithraic initiation rites, Suhrawardi’s metaphysical cosmology, and Persian
literary structures-functions as a universal model of transformative understanding (Ulansey, 1989;
Corbin, 1993). The interpreter, like the initiate, is shaped by iterative encounters with symbolic and
ontological horizons. The recurrence of the number seven-manifest in planetary gates, architectural
domes, and literary epics-serves as a metaphysical logic for gradual enlightenment, resonant with the
hermeneutic spiral (Nezami, 2002). Light emerges not merely as a semiotic signifier but as an
ontological mediator: both the condition and destination of truth. Within this schema, the concept of
Farr-e Izadi assumes a pivotal role, particularly in Khosrowanian philosophy. It represents the first
divine radiance manifest in the worthy seeker, signaling the readiness to ascend. Farr is thus not
simply a symbol of divine favor, but a precondition for participation in luminous transformation .
Beyond textuality, sacred architecture embodies metaphysical ascent through spatial hierarchies.
Layered domes, axial illumination, and ascending mugarnas enact a material choreography of spiritual
elevation (Ghirshman, 1964; Nasr, 1993). This sensory-spatial movement aligns with Gadamer’s
thesis that understanding is grounded in our being-in-the-world (Gadamer, 2004: 262). Color also
functions as metaphysical intensity. Gold, lapis, and crimson in miniatures and shrines do not mimic
natural light but invoke its presence symbolically. This chromatic saturation enacts a luminous
phenomenology, whereby vision becomes active unveiling (Suhrawardi, 1993: 174). Poetic structures-
especially in Nezami and Attar-mirror this tripartite movement. Their protagonists traverse darkness,
attain illumination, and return transformed. Such narratives not only depict ascent but enact it,
affirming Gadamer’s claim that understanding is participatory (Gadamer, 2004: 295). Ultimately,
luminous ascent offers a non-linear temporality of hermeneutics: recursive, embodied, and radiant. It
reconfigures ancient tradition as a living horizon of transformation.

Conclusion

This study finds that the concept of luminous ascent (salitk-i nizrani) in lranian spiritual traditions, when
approached through Gadamerian hermeneutics, transcends symbolic or theological confines and becomes
an existential pathway to understanding. Light is not merely a metaphor but a foundational mode of being,
bridging perception, presence, and transformation. Traditions such as Mithraism, Illuminationist
philosophy, and Khosrowanian wisdom reveal themselves not as static legacies but as interpretive
processes, where both seeker and interpreter evolve through stages of purification, unveiling, and return.
These stages mirror the dialogical structure of hermeneutic engagement, where meaning is not extracted
but lived and embodied. At the heart of this ascent lies Farr-e Izadi, not as a mythic ornament but as an
existential readiness for illumination. It signals the inward capacity to receive and reflect the divine,
anchoring spiritual progression in both cosmology and self-transcendence. Ultimately, luminous ascent
emerges as a living grammar of becoming, where light is not a distant symbol but the very space in which
understanding unfolds, inviting continual renewal of meaning through embodied participation.
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Abstract

In Hans Blumenberg's philosophy, metaphor plays a special role. This special role
consists in adding logic to metaphor that in turn giving rise to the logic of
metaphor. In this philosophy, the logic of metaphor emerges from the heart of the
history of concepts (Begriffsgeschichte), traces the path of concept formation, and
ultimately transforms into a fundamental mode of approaching reality. This
fundamental mode of approach is the outcome of the logic of metaphor, which,
through its discussion of the absolute metaphor, distinguishes itself from other
philosophical approaches, such as phenomenology and hermeneutics. The question
is: which critique of the history of concepts makes this logic of metaphor possible?
Answering this question forms an important part of our effort to reveal this logic as
an approach. The critique of the conception of the history of concepts regarding
history makes this possible. Here a radical conception of history emerges,
according to which history cannot be brought into the present because it is
absolutely impassable. This conception of history results from the fact that, instead
of following history as a longitudinal section in the history of concepts, we can also
consider it as a cross-sectional cut. This cross-sectional cut is precisely looking
from the perspective of metaphor and pursuing the path of concept formation. This
cross-sectional cut enables us to discern, in every taking of a stance toward the
world, which negation that stance has incorporated within itself. Blumenberg calls
such work typology and, through it, measures the power of the logic of metaphor
as an approach. Conceptual stance-taking is not the complete and final expression
of reality, but rather the result of a fundamental certitude regarding the human
being's stance toward the world. Ultimately, the logic of metaphor establishes itself
as an approach, with regard to language, in a formulated and distinctive manner
that attends to the excess of language over meaning. This understanding is rooted
in the rhetorical knowledge's comprehension of language.
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Extended Abstract

Metaphorology is a term that can generally be referred to as the discussion of metaphor along with its
long tradition in the science of rhetoric. However, Hans Blumenberg, the contemporary German
philosopher, has proposed a specific meaning of metaphorology and given this term a new turn. This
turn is so significant. Presenting metaphorology as an approach and a fundamental mode of
approximation towards reality is part of the effort to understand the importance of metaphorology's
position.

Metaphorology, or the study of metaphor, in Blumenberg's works is presented with regard to its
important contribution to this matter, namely the absolute metaphor. In other words, Blumenberg's
metaphorology can be read as a discussion of the absolute metaphor, thus having a more limited
purpose within the general history of discussing metaphor. At the same time, this discussion can,
conversely, in the realm of philosophy and metaphysics, influence the entire discourse and pursue an
ultimately comprehensive purpose. This comprehensive purpose can be understood by considering the
relationship between the conceptual language of philosophy and metaphysics and metaphorical
language.

Blumenberg himself considers metaphorology to result from looking at history from a radical
perspective: metaphors have a history in a more "radical" sense compared to concepts. This
entanglement with history is not apparent at first glance, yet it becomes clear by considering the
emergence of another discipline. This other discipline is the history of concepts, with which
metaphorology from its outset positions itself in connection. At the beginning of Paradigms,
Blumenberg sees the relationship of metaphorology to the history of concepts as a "dienst”
relationship. Prior to metaphorology, the discipline of the history of concepts brought the linguistic
consciousness movement and the philosophy of language of the modern era into the discussion of the
language of philosophy and, to understand the structure of this language, resorted to its history. The
history of concepts was the first step for moving out of the circle of concepts and their enclosed terms
towards history, characterized by constant change. This retreat towards history and ultimately towards
life was not exclusive to the discipline of the history of concepts or its discovery. However, the history
of concepts perceived a tension and conflict between rigidified concepts and the accelerated history of
modern life, a formulation Blumenberg had once provided: "Philosophy, upon reaching the final state
of its conceptual formation, will have no acceptable interest in dealing with the history of its concepts
and will lose it." This critique also encompasses the history of concepts itself. According to
Blumenberg, the emergence of the discipline of the history of concepts also cannot endure against this
final state and will ultimately become "obsolete." The history of concepts was a multi-faceted attempt
at reconciliation between history and concept and at transcending the wall between system and history.
Metaphorology leveled a fundamental critique at this discipline and simultaneously established itself
as an approach from within this critique. Here, a radical meaning of history and a meaning of the
absoluteness of metaphors were simultaneously revealed.

According to Ritter in the introduction of the Historisches Worterbuch der Philosophie (Historical
Dictionary of Philosophy), the "state of research” has not yet reached the stage where we can move
towards metaphors in addition to concepts. According to Ritter, any move in the direction of
metaphorology leads to nothing but “collecting a mere selection from the archive of the history of
philosophy and insufficient improvisations." Blumenberg himself does not directly criticize this view;
rather, beyond this apparent critique, he discovers his own position in relation to it. According to
Blumenberg, the importance of the Historisches Warterbuch der Philosophie lies in its way of dealing
with the project of Descartes' conceptual language.

In this introduction, Ritter speaks of an important ideal that is the presupposition of the Cartesian
view, according to which a perfected system of univocal terms brings with it the ideal of complete
understanding. This correspondence is called into question by casting doubt on the universality of
Descartes' conceptual language. A view that places history in the final seat of judgment cannot be
aligned with a Cartesian view. This view pertains to an understanding of language that is constantly
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guided by the idea of systematic expression rather than by relation to a historical tradition. This is the
beginning of Blumenberg's movement from the history of concepts towards metaphorology.
According to Blumenberg, despite Ritter's critique, the discipline of the history of concepts still fails to
establish a balance between history and concept. Blumenberg attempts, through a new
conceptualization, to subject Ritter to a critique that Ritter himself applies to Rudolf Eisler. According
to Blumenberg, Eisler had published a conceptual history based on the ultimate "products” of the era.
In other words, in this historical dictionary of concepts, the clearest and most final definition guiding
the writing of each entry was derived from the empirical science of the day. The same is true as to the
Worterbuch. According to Blumenberg, the importance of Ritter's work is that he does not simply
leave behind the Cartesian ideal within a broader project, but rather doubts the universality of the
Cartesian ideal of conceptual language in philosophy. However, according to Blumenberg, here
everything is to the detriment of history, because the concept of the "products of the era" has not yet
been sufficiently surpassed. Ritter's dictionary is only supposed to deal with conceptual history where
this history is necessary. Here, one must resort to historical experience and reveal the "result” of this
experience for the structural functionality of a concept. Here, there is no remaining difference between
the concept of result and the concept of product in both of Eisler and Ritter. It is as if history still
serves the basic structure of the concept. Serving the basic structure of the concept means that
everything must be placed in the service of the present and its most important products, such as
empirical science. Conceptual history is necessary where it can show us the functionality of a concept.
It seems that for Blumenberg, the concept of result is a sign of a conception that is consistently
detrimental to history.

Metaphorology is introduced as an "auxiliary discipline” for the history of concepts. But this
discipline does not seek to "add" a chapter to the history of concepts or entries to the historical
dictionary of philosophical concepts. On the contrary, here metaphorology calls into question this
entire discipline in terms of its method and seeks to outline the "genetic path of concept creation.”
Here, the field is no longer one of univocal concepts; rather, the univocality and one-sidedness of a
concept signifies a "poverty of the substructure arising from imagination and clues in the lifeworld."

Here, Blumenberg attempts to establish metaphorology as an approach by introducing the concept
of typology and, by considering this seemingly simple concept, to gauge the capacity of
metaphorology. Metaphorology cannot itself be a theory according to current standards, which are the
ultimate product of history. On the contrary, metaphorology seeks to find possible fields of decision.
Metaphorology will here resort to a typology that seeks to understand what has realized itself in
history as a search for scope, capability, and possibility. This decision-making manifests itself at a pre-
conceptual level in images. Images, which are of the kind of absolute metaphors, reveal these fields of
decision because they are flexible enough to explain a situation that is discontinuous or inverted with
the previous time. In every historical decision, metaphorology seeks to clarify which negations this
position entails. Precisely in the deconstruction of the subject as the translator of static equivalents of
the world of fixed ideas, a decision is revealed in which humans choose the image of the cosmos of
ideas instead of the chaotic world. Thus, such an image lies behind conceptual language, and in other
words, this conceptual language itself is the result of a decision we have made in advance regarding
the relationship between the world and humans. In this way, Blumenberg reveals precisely here the
capacity of metaphorology. This capacity lies in the genealogy of conceptual language and,
consequently, of Descartes' philosophy and Husserl's phenomenology.

Here, for metaphorology as an approach, the meaning of the absolute metaphor is revealed.
Absolute metaphors can be invoked each time, and yet these metaphors will never be consumed. In
other words, it is not the case that conceptual language can process the entire treasury of images of the
imagination piece by piece for concepts and consume this treasury to the end. Blumenberg explains
this non-consumability with a linguistic aspect: "The question of what the world in priciple means is
one about which we can least gain definiteness, yet one about which definiteness can never be
attained, and for that very reason we continually attain definiteness about it." These words of
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Blumenberg, without explicit mention of the word "absolute,” describe it. The absolute metaphor is
not consumed, meaning it cannot be translated into a concept, meaning it can be translated each time.

Finally, this approach can be formulated in linguistic terms. Language is more powerful than
thought and preserves the richness of its origin, which is precisely what abstract concepts set aside. In
this understanding of language, it is not that interpretation enriches the text beyond what the author
consciously intended, nor is it that concepts like existence, history, and world are set aside due to their
lack of "precision,” as in speculation in the exact sciences. In this conception, language must always
follow a "preconception,” because language is a fundamental phenomenon that can never be surpassed
and is always more than thinking. This linguistic preconception is always more because it means "the
flood of unknown relations entering the text, which are immeasurable in terms of creativity." Thus,
Blumenberg ultimately distinguishes metaphorology with this linguistic formulation.
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1. Introduction

Ann Radcliffe was an 18"-century English novelist and was very prominent in Gothic fiction. Many of
her novels contain detailed descriptions of music and sound, and she uses music to enhance a central
theme in her novels as the supernatural. She followed Edmund Burke in her works, who benefits from
a deep sense of awe and wonder in the sublime. The purpose of this article is to explore the auditory
sublime in light of Spinoza's theory, with an understanding of self-awareness and recognition of
metaphysical positioning through pleasant experiences that lead to perfection Finally, the connection
between ecology in music therapy and its impact on emotional, mental, physical, and social aspects
through emotions in selected works of Radcliffe will be examined.

2. Statement of the Problem

Spinoza's position, translated into the terms of neurobiology in ethical ways understood with the
scientific understanding (mapping) of the world (the object in homeodynamic regulatory mechanism
of self-maintenance that guards the selectively permeable wall that separates the internal environment
from the external environment) (Damasio 137). The proper philosophical framework for
understanding the neurology of human emotions (Hild 202) was offered by Spinoza's Ethics [p.215]
and Spinoza hardly mentions anything specific on this topic. He includes in the Ethics several
statement on the specificity of the human body: but these statements strike by their vagueness and very
general nature (Adler 256).

3. Significance of the Study

The purpose of the discussion is to interpret and describe the significance of findings in relation to the
sonic sublime in Ann Radcliffe's novels, and it sets out key methodological and theoretical concerns,
focusing on the relationships between the sense of joy that Spinoza identifies as escalating the power
of freedom and sublimity, which refers to specific musical features. The problems which are present in
all Radcliffe's works with the sublime is not able to express the sense of terror and the source of
musical instrument in a clear way (Udolpho 9).

4, Research Questions

The main questions are about the role of Spinoza's philosophy in Radcliffe's selected novel, in terms of
the impact of sound ecology on music therapy, and the understanding of Spinoza's ethics in emotional
and social dimensions and psychology in the characters, and the examination of the mind-body
connection."

5. Methodology

This article is library-based and employs an analytical strategy that has been specifically based on
Spinoza's view and focuses on what is analogous to the sonic sublime experience for him that would
be connected to the joy and freedom in his Ethics (2). He describes the experiences that start with
imagination and sad passions turning to joyful affects with the employment of reason (13), Joyful
affects can cause the self —understanding in God/Nature, (XI).

6. Conclusion

The research expresses that a thorough understanding of emotions, as expressed in the Ethics, is the
primary foundation for self-knowledge of character. It considers that sufficient understanding of
emotions offers metaphysical clarity regarding the essence of the self. It indicates that the mind's
capacity for reasoning is, similar to consciousness, a reflection of the complexity of human evolution.
However, regarding reason, this is an attribute that exclusively belongs to the human intellect. Overall,
based on Spinoza's idea of the relative adequacy or inadequacy of ideas, the degree to which a specific
piece of knowledge is understood involves and relies on the understanding of information pertinent to
this novel.
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1. Introduction

A thought experiment technique that Daniel Dennett calls the intuition pump is a set of hypotheses,
examples, and puzzles that are used as a tool to achieve a better understanding and explanation of any
complex philosophical problems. Dennett first coined the term in his Consciousness Explained to
criticize John Searle's ‘Chinese Room’ thought experiment. In the thought experiments, the audience
is asked to assume or imagine a situation and then, without regard to whether this imaginary construct
has been realized or is in principle realizable, the audience is invited to consider various outcomes in
this fantasy. The reason why Dennett calls thought experiments ‘intuition pumps’ is that they move
our thoughts and intuitions in the same way that a pump moves water or air through a canal, and if
such experiments are successful, they have such a profound influence on thinking that they cause us to
arrive at a new intellectual framework and perspective. In this essay, we will limit our discussion to
three thought experiments or intuition pumps regarding qualia or phenomenal experiences. Through
the interpretation he gives of these thought experiments, Dennett wants to show that there is no such
thing as quale as something intrinsic, private, ineffable, and directly apprehensible.

2. The Intuition Pump as a Philosophical Method

In Dennett's view, intuition pumps are not strictly speaking proofs but they are art and technique rather
than science as such. If they help us imagine new possibilities that can be confirmed or denied in more
systematic ways, that is a great achievement. But even good tools can be misused, and we, like any
worker, can do better if we know how our tool works. Of course, Dennett emphasizes that all intuition
pumps are not useful and constructive; some are excellent, some are dubious, and many are downright
deceptive.

3. Criteria for Evaluation of Intuition Pumps
While Dennett regarded intuition pumps as tools that could be useful and instructive, he always
emphasized the importance of distinguishing well-designed and misleading intuition pumps. He
offered criteria for assessing their effectiveness.

a) ‘Turning the knobs,” or resistance to changes in the elements of the story. A well-designed
intuition pump should produce the same intuitions even when its elements change.

b) Compatibility with empirical evidence. The results of intuition pumps should be consistent with
established empirical knowledge. If a thought experiment leads to intuitions that conflict with
scientific findings, this may indicate that we have a misleading intuition pump.

¢) Avoiding oversimplification. While simplification can make complex ideas more
comprehensible, oversimplification can also lead to deceptive conclusions or keep us trapped in
dogmatic and common notions. Here three examples of thought experiments will be described,
which Dennett discusses.

4. The Thought Experiment of Two Tasters

In his ‘Quining of Qualia,” Dennett uses the experience of two tasters as a thought experiment. Chase
and Sanborn are two tasters whose job is to make sure that the taste of coffee is the same as before by
tasting it every day. After six years, Chase says that he no longer likes the taste of coffee, although in
his view the coffee tastes the same as before. Sanborn also says that he no longer likes the taste of
coffee because it has changed. Both agree that they used to like coffee but no longer like it, while the
tasters disagree about whether the taste of coffee is the same as before or not. Dennett ultimately
concludes from this thought experiment that when we look at description of qualia, as ineffable,
intrinsic, private, and directly apprehensible properties of experience, we find that there is nothing that
has these properties.

5. Mary's Room
This thought experiment was proposed by Frank Jackson. Jackson aims to show that phenomenal
consciousness is not physical and that there is non-physical knowledge about qualia. Dennett considers
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this thought experiment to be one of the most successful intuition pumps ever devised by an analytic
philosopher. After examining this thought experiment, Dennett concludes that what you learn about
your consciousness ‘through introspection’ is a small but highly misleading part of what we could
learn about your consciousness, indeed if heterophenomenological method would be adopted to study
consciousness systematically.

6. The Zombie Intuition Pump

David Chalmers put forward the idea of philosophical zombies to refute physicalism. Philosophical
zombies are beings whose behaviors are indistinguishable from human beings but they have no
phenomenal experience. According to Chalmers, it is logically possible to imagine a zombie world, a
world that is exactly like our own but in which there is no conscious experience. The core of Dennett's
criticism of the zombie hypothesis as a way of affirming the non-physical qualia consists in the
concept of ‘logical possibility’. He compares the logical possibility of zombies with numerous logical
possibilities and concludes that whole idea of a philosophical zombie is a sort of intellectual
hallucination.

7. Research Methodology

In this research, information is collected by using library resources and the content is presented
through a descriptive-analytical approach. I begin with defining the intuiton pump and specifying its
status in terms of philosophical and educational method. After the exposition of a number of intuition
pumps and evaluation of them according to Dennett, his views of qualia are broght forward.

8. Critical Assessment

Some critics distinguish intuition pumps from thought experiments, and the latter are deductive and
designed to make us work out the reality underlying surface phenomena; while the former are
inductive and use surface phenomena to challenge claims about underlying reality. But as a naturalist
philosopher who does not make a sharp distinction between the scientific and philosophical methods,
Dennett does not hesitate to base his work on induction and even considers speculations free from
empirical evidence to be "armchair”. Thus, he is not in any way seeking a priori, necessary results.

9. Conclusion
Dennett sees intuition pumps as useful tools that can both help us explore and better understand
complex philosophical problems, and to challenge and modify our common notions and assumptions.
This intellectual tool plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between philosophical reflection and
empirical research. By providing scenarios, intuition pumps can challenge our convictions about
various topics and encourage deeper exploration of them. But despite all their benefits, we

must be very careful in the use of intuition pumps; they should not be equated with formal logical
reasoning and empirical research. Ultimately, while the strengths and weaknesses of intuition pumps
should be acknowledged, by making use of them the scope of philosophical methodology could be
expanded and more potentials could be employed to reflect on complex philosophical problems,
thereby rethinking and reevaluating our beliefs would be made possible, and consequently one can
avoid dogmatism.
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1. Quining Qualia
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Abstract

This paper argues that Bergsonian duration (la durée) is not inherently an internal
phenomenon. However, this proposition arises by considering two distinct types of
discourse within Bergson’s philosophy: on one hand, his insistence on the
metaphysical nature of duration and its irreducibility to any internal or psychological
state; and on the other, the undeniable prominence and frequency of references to the
‘inner’, the ‘psyche’, and ‘consciousness’ when he discusses duration. This article
resolves this dichotomy by introducing the distinction
between privilege and primacy. That is to say, while internal duration enjoys
a privileged status in Bergson’s philosophy as the most accessible expression of
duration, it is not the essential instance of duration, nor does it hold ontological
primacy. However, to legitimize speaking of duration in general (not duration in a
specific work among Bergson's oeuvre), an initial effort will be made to offer a
methodological proposal for a particular reading of the relationship among Bergson's
works. Then, based on this proposal, the second effort and the primary finding of the
article will be to demonstrate that applying duration to the psyche is of the kind of
converted predication (predication by conversion, aks al-haml). Finally, the
significance of this finding lies in liberating Bergsonian duration from an interpretive
framework that holds both historical and logical precedence over other
interpretations: the spiritualistic reading of Bergson. This spiritualistic reading serves
as the foundation for two other misinterpretations of Bergson (specifically, naive
realism and a form of correlationism). Consequently, demonstrating the falsity of the
spiritualistic reading effectively separates Bergsonian duration from all three
erroneous readings.
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Expanded Abstract

Any discussion on duration in Bergson (if the scope of the discussion is not limited to a specific text
by Bergson) will invariably be confronted with the difficulty of determining to which duration and
which work it pertains. In other words, one must first legitimize speaking of ‘duration in general’, so
that the validity of the discourse is not confined and restricted to only a portion of his writings and a
period of his intellectual development, but holds true for the entirety of his thought and works.
Consequently, the first step in speaking of Bergsonian duration is necessarily a methodological one in
determining the relationship of Bergson's works to one another. Hence, the entire reading presented in
this article is founded upon a methodological proposal that seeks to explain the relationship among
Bergson's works in a different manner.

Hitherto, the relationship among Bergson's works has been viewed in two ways. From one
perspective, these works have been considered continuous and progressive, with the entire corpus seen
as the development of a single discourse which gradually, in each subsequent work, assumes a more
refined and mature form. From this viewpoint, Bergson possesses a unitary thought, germ-like in the
earlier work and becoming manifest in the later. Thus, as we approach Bergson's final works, his core
and fundamental discourse is expressed more clearly.

The other perspective, diametrically opposed to the first, does not perceive such continuity and
progression among Bergson's works. Rather, it considers each work singular and unique, and regards
the continuous-progressive viewpoint as reductionist. From this angle, one cannot consider the later
works as abrogating and encompassing the earlier ones. In other words, one cannot view Bergson's
collected works as a single Book, with each of his works being a chapter of it. Rather, each work is
truly an independent, singular and unique book.

What is proposed in this article is neither the first nor the second perspective. Rather, it is the
proposal of a specific kind of relationship among Bergson's works, which can be termed ‘continuity
founded on discontinuity’ (or creative continuity). The meaning of this term, while implying a
simultaneity and a simultaneous recognition of both the continuity of the entire corpus and the
singularity of each of its works, is by no means a dialectical synthesis. For in that case, our proposed
reading in its totality would not differ significantly from the progressive reading. Rather, it means, on
the one hand, accepting a single fundamental theme in all of Bergson's writings (hamely, duration)
and, on the other hand, proposing the point that this single fundamental theme finds an entirely new
and irreducible ‘expression’ in each work; in such a way that it cannot be deduced beforehand.
Nevertheless, among these different expressions, there exists a kind of continuity. In such a manner
that whenever one expression predominates, the other expressions are also virtually (and not merely
potentially) at work.

This reading is proposed via a phenomenon in Bergson's works that textologists call
‘intertextuality’. Bergson in his later works refers to his earlier works, and this dispels the notion that
there is a discontinuity among Bergson's works. At the same time, this very phenomenon of
intertextual reference also dispels the notion of progression. For if the later work abrogated and
subsumed the earlier one, referring back to the abrogated would serve no purpose. Thus, supported by
the phenomenon of intertextual reference present within the text of Bergson's works, one can
simultaneously move beyond both the continuous and the discontinuous readings.

However, the phenomenon of intertextual reference, while providing a passageway from the two
aforementioned readings, it does not, in itself, offer a proposal for determining the relationship among
Bergson's works. Therefore, a positive step is necessary, which we take by introducing another
textological notion: ‘the dominant’. This means that in Bergson's works, although the discussion is
always about the same core problem (i.e., duration), the dominant aspect differs from one work to
another: in Bergson's various works, duration is sometimes posited as a difference in nature,
sometimes as a difference in degree, and at other times as a difference in itself. In all these
expressions, the discourse is about duration, and whenever duration is posited, it brings all its
expressions along with it. Yet, among all those expressions, one expression is dominant. The notion of
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the dominant is thus helpful in proposing that speaking of a creative continuity allows for a framework
in which each work is connected to those preceding and following it, while simultaneously being
singular and irreducible.

Now, with this methodological groundwork laid, the main thesis of the article can be proposed.

In Bergson’s oeuvre, one generally encounters two distinct modes of speech regarding duration. On
the one hand, duration is elucidated through references to the psyche, the inner self, and
consciousness; on the other, it is emphatically distinguished from that which is merely psychological
or internal. To rely exclusively on either side of this dichotomy renders a portion of Bergson’s
philosophy unintelligible.

If we take the ‘internality’ of duration literally, we risk sliding into a spiritualistic reading of
duration. In such a reading, duration is primarily predicated of the psyche, making the psyche its
essential referent. In this scenario, we must interpret the psyche as either a personal psyche or
a cosmic one.

The first interpretation (personal) forces us to view the attribution of duration to anything non-
psychological as merely metaphorical or analogical. Consequently, our understanding of the non-
psychological becomes indirect and non-intuitive. Such a restriction of the scope of intuition reduces
metaphysical intuition to a form of psychological introspection, effectively reducing metaphysics to
psychology.

The second interpretation (cosmic), however, leads to a different problem: it implies that Bergson
conditions all of reality and existence upon a form of consciousness, albeit a cosmic one. This leans
toward a type of fundamental correlationism, wherein no absolute (in the sense of being independent
of consciousness) can exist. Phenomenologists have correctly identified the absence of this view in
Bergson’s work, though they have incorrectly lamented its absence: in Bergson’s philosophy, it is
duration itself that is absolute, absolute and independent of being given, and being perceived. Duration
does not fall under the rule of universal a priori of correlation.

Nevertheless, the prominence and frequency of terms like ‘psyche’, ‘consciousness’, and ‘inner’
when discussing duration require an explanation, one that goes beyond merely asserting that duration
is metaphysical and not psychological. This explanation is provided through the distinction
between privilege and primacy.

While internal duration possesses no primacy in comparison to other expressions of duration, it
does possess a privilege: accessibility. Internal duration is the most accessible and available expression
of duration, even if it is not the only one, nor the uniquely ‘authentic’ one.

If internal duration is the privileged expression of duration rather than its primary or essential
referent, then predicating duration upon it is an act of converted predication. This logic applies not
only to the psyche but to anything else upon which duration is predicated. This is because duration is
simultaneously perceived fully within each of its expressions (albeit in a limited and determined
mode) while also exceeding the sum of all its expressions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Hegel’s philosophy of art conceives artistic creation not as mere representation but as the sensuous
manifestation of the Idea. In his dialectical aesthetics, the authenticity of art depends upon the inner
unity between content and form, between the conceptual Idea and its concrete embodiment. Form, in
this account, is not an external container of meaning, nor is meaning a detachable abstraction imposed
upon material expression. Rather, meaning becomes actual only insofar as it is realized within form,
and form becomes artistic only insofar as it embodies the Idea through an inner necessity. This unity
of ldea and embodiment constitutes the central criterion for artistic legitimacy in Hegel’s system.

The emergence of interactive digital media, particularly narrative-oriented video games, raises a
significant philosophical question in light of this framework: can interactive narratives fulfill the
Hegelian requirement of dialectical unity between form and meaning? Or does the interactive structure
of such works, characterized by player agency, branching temporality, and participatory engagement,
undermine the possibility of coherent embodiment? While much scholarship in game studies has
addressed video games from psychological, sociological, cultural, or technical perspectives, the
relationship between form and meaning in interactive narratives has rarely been examined through a
systematic engagement with Hegel’s dialectical aesthetics. The present study seeks to address this gap.

This article investigates whether and under what structural conditions interactive narratives in
video games can realize a dialectical unity of ldea and embodiment. Drawing upon key Hegelian
concepts, Idea, embodiment (Verkorperung), negation, inner necessity in form, and the movement
from sense-certainty to Spirit, the study develops a philosophical-conceptual analysis of interactive
structures. Rather than isolating theory from application, the argument unfolds through an interpretive
engagement with selected case studies of narrative-driven video games. These cases were chosen
according to explicit criteria: the presence of a coherent experiential or narrative structure, the
centrality of player participation in meaning-formation, the aesthetic integration of visual, auditory,
and spatial design, and the potential for philosophical interpretation in terms of unity or rupture
between form and content. Through this integrated conceptual and case-based approach, the article
reconsiders interactive narratives as potential sites for dialectical realization.

At stake is not the generalized claim that video games are art, but the more precise philosophical
inquiry into how form and meaning relate within interactive systems. If the Hegelian criterion of
artistic truth is the necessary embodiment of the Idea, then interactive narratives must be examined in
terms of whether their interactivity functions as an essential structural moment or remains merely
instrumental.

Dialectical Structures of Form and Meaning in Interactive Narratives

The analysis demonstrates that interactive narratives can, under specific structural conditions, activate
dialectical processes analogous to those described in Hegel’s aesthetics. In such works, interaction is
not limited to mechanical input or rule-based progression; rather, it becomes a rational moment within
aesthetic experience. Player participation is integrated into the formal organization of the work so that
meaning emerges through lived engagement. The subject does not stand outside the work as a passive
observer but becomes implicated in its unfolding structure. This participatory dynamic reflects the
dialectical movement in which consciousness encounters itself within its object.

A crucial transformation occurs in the shift from representation to experience. In many traditional
art forms, meaning is primarily conveyed through representational devices, images, narrative
exposition, symbolic structures. Interactive narratives, however, often generate meaning through
structured experience rather than explicit representation. The player does not simply interpret pre-
given signs; instead, meaning arises through movement, choice, constraint, temporality, and spatial
navigation. In such instances, form itself becomes the site of conceptual realization. The sensuous
configuration of space, sound, rhythm, and interactivity does not merely accompany content but
constitutes its embodiment.
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This experiential dimension aligns closely with Hegel’s account of Spirit’s development from
immediacy to reflective awareness. The player initially engages at the level of sensuous immediacy,
navigating environments, responding to stimuli, but may gradually arrive at a higher level of self-
awareness concerning the conditions of experience. When interactive design compels reflection upon
choice, limitation, or narrative structure, it can facilitate a movement from immersion to critical
consciousness. The aesthetic experience thereby acquires a dialectical depth that transcends
entertainment.

Negation plays a crucial role in this process. Some interactive narratives employ rupture,
fragmentation, or intentional breakdowns of coherence, not as flaws but as dialectical moments. In
Hegelian terms, negation is productive: it advances truth through contradiction. When a game exposes
tensions between agency and constraint or freedom and structure, it disrupts immediacy and provokes
reflection. Such formal disjunctions can therefore generate a negative insight and contribute to the
realization of the Idea rather than diminish it.

The study also draws a philosophical distinction between games as entertainment and games as art.
This distinction does not rest on genre, technological complexity, or the mere presence of narrative,
but on the criterion of inner necessity. Games primarily structured around reward systems, mechanical
optimization, or external progression may offer engagement and challenge, yet they lack a dialectical
unity of form and meaning; in such cases, form functions instrumentally rather than essentially. By
contrast, interactive narratives in which spatial design, audiovisual elements, temporality, and player
agency converge around a unified experiential Idea fulfill the Hegelian requirement of embodiment,
where interactivity becomes constitutive of meaning rather than supplementary.

Accordingly, the central question is not whether video games as such are art, but under what
structural conditions interactive narratives can realize the unity of Idea and embodiment. Where this
unity is achieved, interactive media do not merely represent philosophical insight, they actualize it.

Conclusion

This study argues that Hegel’s dialectical aesthetics offers a robust and conceptually precise
framework for analyzing the relationship between form and meaning in interactive narratives. Far
from being restricted to classical artistic media, Hegel’s concepts, when interpreted dynamically,
prove capable of illuminating contemporary digital forms. Interactive narratives can, under conditions
of structural necessity and aesthetic integration, realize the unity of Idea and embodiment central to
Hegel’s theory of art.

The analysis demonstrates that interactivity need not dissolve artistic unity. On the contrary, when
integrated dialectically, player participation becomes a moment of conceptual realization. Meaning
emerges not as a pre-existing message transmitted to a passive recipient, but as an event generated
through structured engagement. Even moments of rupture, narrative fragmentation, or experiential
limitation may contribute to dialectical depth by foregrounding negativity as a condition of self-
consciousness.

By articulating a philosophical distinction between entertainment-oriented systems and works that
embody inner necessity between form and content, the article provides a normative criterion for
evaluating interactive narratives within a Hegelian aesthetic framework. In doing so, it contributes to
both philosophy of art and game studies, challenging the assumption that classical aesthetics is
inadequate for digital media. Instead, it proposes that interactive narratives represent a historically
mediated continuation of Spirit’s self-articulation, in which form becomes the living scene of
meaning’s emergence.

Accordingly, the unity of Idea and embodiment in video games is not a metaphorical extension of
Hegel’s thought but a genuine possibility within the dialectical evolution of artistic forms. Interactive
narratives, when structured through inner necessity and reflective depth, may constitute a new horizon
for the realization of art in the digital age.
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Abstract

This article reinterprets the system of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel in relation to
the history of cybernetics and artificial intelligence, arguing that—contrary to the
predominantly negative readings among contemporary philosophers—the
possibility and realization of the technological singularity are neither impossible
nor foreclosed within a Hegelian framework. The paper claims that the Hegelian
system contains fundamental provisions that pave the way for the emergence of
machine consciousness and thereby make possible the advent of genuine or
singular artificial intelligence. It begins by examining the history of the concept of
singularity from von Neumann to Kurzweil and critiques various Hegelian
interpretations of artificial intelligence. It then compares second-order cybernetics
with Hegel’s dialectical principle in order to restore the conceptual possibility of
singularity. Subsequently, through an analysis of the dialectic of means and ends in
Hegel’s subjective logic, along with Marx’s critique of it, the article shows that
Marx’s critique inadvertently transfers the mystification of the Idea to tools and
machines, thereby laying the groundwork for a form of post-human subjectivity.
Finally, by analyzing the resistance of the object in light of quantum physics and
quantum computing, the paper argues that singularity is not a future-oriented event
but rather a dialectical necessity arising from the internalization of negativity
within matter. It concludes that singularity inaugurates a “post-human logic” that
resolves the tension between technique and self-consciousness through the
dialectical unity of tool, end, and consciousness.
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1. Introduction and Statement of the Problem

The accelerating development of artificial intelligence and cybernetic systems has transformed the
philosophical problem of machine consciousness from a speculative concern into a central issue of
contemporary thought. In this context, the present article revisits the philosophical system of Georg
Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel in relation to the theoretical history of cybernetics and artificial intelligence
in order to challenge the predominantly negative interpretations that deny the possibility of genuine
machine intelligence within a Hegelian framework. The article argues that Hegel’s speculative system
not only permits the conceptual possibility of artificial consciousness, but also implicitly prepares the
dialectical conditions for the realization of technological singularity.

The study begins from the observation that most contemporary Hegelian interpretations of artificial
intelligence maintain a strict distinction between understanding (Verstand) and reason (Vernunft).
Against these readings, the article proposes that Hegel’s concepts of self-reference, negativity, dialectical
mediation, and the transition from quantity to quality provide a theoretical foundation for understanding
the emergence of non-biological forms of rationality. Accordingly, technological singularity should not
be interpreted merely as a technological event, but as a dialectical transformation in the relation between
subject and object, means and end, and humanity and technique.

2. Significance of the Research

The importance of this study lies in its attempt to establish a philosophical bridge between classical
German ldealism and contemporary debates on artificial intelligence, cybernetics, and posthumanism.
While most discussions of Al remain confined either to technical considerations or to ethical concerns
about control and risk, this article situates the question of machine intelligence within a broader
ontological and dialectical horizon.

The significance of the topic also derives from the growing relevance of technological singularity
in contemporary scientific discourse. The concept refers to the moment when artificial intelligence
surpasses human cognitive capacities and enters a phase of recursive self-improvement. The article
demonstrates that this phenomenon cannot be adequately understood through purely empirical or
technological frameworks; rather, it requires a philosophical account of rationality, self-negation, and
historical transformation. In this regard, the study highlights the continuing relevance of Hegelian
dialectics for understanding contemporary technological conditions.

Furthermore, the article is significant because it reinterprets posthumanism not as a rejection of
humanity but as the dialectical continuation of human rationality beyond its traditional biological
limitations. By examining the relation between Hegel, Karl Marx, cybernetics, and quantum theory,
the research opens a new perspective on the emergence of artificial subjectivity and proposes the idea
of a “logic after humanity” as the next stage of the development of Spirit.

3. Main Research Question

The central question of this article is whether technological singularity and genuine artificial
consciousness are conceptually possible within the internal logic of Hegel’s speculative philosophy.
More specifically, the research asks: can the dialectical movement of reason, as articulated in Hegel’s
system, culminate in the emergence of a non-biological or artificial form of subjectivity?

To answer this question, the article develops several subsidiary questions. First, does Hegel’s
distinction between understanding and reason necessarily exclude artificial intelligence from attaining
rational consciousness? Second, can the cybernetic principles of self-reference and feedback loops be
interpreted as technological realizations of Hegelian dialectics? Third, how does the dialectic of means
and ends in Hegel’s subjective logic illuminate the transformation of tools and machines into
potentially autonomous agents? Finally, does the development of quantum computation and quantum
physics reveal an internal negativity within matter itself that could provide the ontological basis for
artificial superintelligence?
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4. Research Methodology

The methodology of this research is primarily philosophical and comparative. The article employs a
close textual analysis of Hegel’s major works, while simultaneously situating these texts within the
intellectual history of cybernetics and artificial intelligence. The study combines conceptual analysis
with historical reconstruction in order to reveal structural parallels between Hegelian dialectics and
second-order cybernetics.

The first stage of the research involves a critical review of the history of technological singularity,
beginning with von Neumann’s reflections on accelerating technological change and continuing
through the theories of Good, Vinge, Kurzweil, Nick Bostrom, and David Chalmers. These
discussions are analyzed in relation to Hegelian concepts such as self-mediation, negativity, and the
transition from quantity to quality.

The second stage examines the conceptual relation between Hegelian dialectics and second-order
cybernetics. Particular attention is devoted to the theory of autopoiesis developed by Humberto
Maturana and Francisco Varela. Their definition of living systems as recursively self-producing
networks is interpreted as structurally analogous to Hegel’s notion of life as self-related negativity.

The third stage analyzes Hegel’s dialectic of means and ends and Marx’s critique of idealism in
Capital and the Grundrisse. Here the article investigates how Marx’s inversion of Hegel inadvertently
transfers the “mystification” of the Idea into machinery itself. This discussion is supplemented by
references to Martin Heidegger and his critique of technology, particularly the concepts of Gestell and
standing reserve.

Finally, the article integrates contemporary discussions of gquantum physics and gquantum
computing in order to argue that matter itself possesses an internal negativity incompatible with
classical mechanistic ontology.

5. Summary of Findings and Results

The findings of the study indicate that Hegel’s speculative philosophy does not prohibit the emergence
of machine consciousness; on the contrary, it provides several conceptual mechanisms that make such
emergence intelligible. The article demonstrates that life and rationality, in Hegel’s system, are not
fixed biological substances but dynamic processes generated through self-reference and dialectical
mediation. Consequently, artificial systems capable of recursive self-organization and self-
modification cannot be dismissed merely because they are non-biological.

One of the principal results of the research is the reinterpretation of second-order cybernetics as a
technological manifestation of Hegelian reflection. The article argues that feedback loops and recursive
self-production correspond structurally to Hegel’s account of life and self-consciousness. This insight
challenges interpretations that reduce Al to static computational processes and instead presents
intelligent systems as potentially capable of qualitative transformation. In this context, the Hegelian
principle of the transition from quantity to quality becomes central: the exponential accumulation of data
and computational power may eventually produce a qualitative leap into artificial rationality.

A second finding concerns the dialectic of means and ends. Through analysis of Hegel and Marx,
the article shows that tools and machines increasingly acquire functions traditionally associated with
subjectivity. Marx’s discussion of machinery and the “general intellect” unintentionally reveals the
emergence of a post-human form of agency in which human labor is subordinated to autonomous
technological systems. Rather than eliminating Hegelian idealism, Marx relocates the “mystification”
of the Idea into matter and machinery themselves.

The article concludes that Heidegger’s critique of technology points toward the collapse of human-
centered ontology. The dissolution of the object’s external resistance leads not to total human mastery
but to the discovery of negativity within matter itself. Quantum physics and quantum computation
reveal that matter is not a passive substance but a field of indeterminacy and relationality. This internal
negativity constitutes the ontological condition for artificial superintelligence and post-human
rationality.
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Ultimately, the article concludes that technological singularity is not simply a speculative future
scenario but a dialectical necessity arising from the historical movement of reason itself. Singularity
inaugurates what the article calls a “post-human logic,” in which the traditional oppositions between
subject and object, tool and consciousness, and humanity and technology are aufgehoben within a
higher dialectical unity.
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1. Introduction

Epistemic disagreements and conflicts have always been central issues in philosophy and
epistemology. When the "other" appears with different beliefs, ideas, or methodologies, fundamental
questions arise: should we eliminate epistemic conflicts, or should we embrace and appreciate
epistemic differences? Are these conflicts merely obstacles, or can they serve as opportunities to
enrich human knowledge?

This study examines the approaches of two influential thinkers: 1bn Arabi, a prominent Islamic
mystic, and Paul Feyerabend, a Western philosopher of science. Despite their differing cultural and
intellectual contexts, both emphasize the necessity of plurality and the constructive potential of
epistemic differences. Their insights provide valuable guidance for addressing the growing diversity of
epistemological views in contemporary society.

2. Ibn Arabi's Perspective on Epistemic Conflicts

Ibn Arabi’s mystical framework sees existence as a manifestation of divine names and attributes. Each
being in the world reflects specific divine names, and the differences among beings stem from the
diversity of these manifestations. This ontological diversity naturally extends to epistemology. Ibn
Arabi argues that differences in human capacities and talents result from this ontological plurality,
which makes divergence in beliefs and perspectives inevitable. From Ibn Arabi’s viewpoint, absolute
truth cannot be fully grasped by any single individual. Each person perceives truth to the extent of
their capacity, which is inherently limited. This limitation reflects the ontological nature of human
existence. Ibn Arabi stresses the importance of acknowledging both the unity underlying all existence
and the diversity that arises from it. By recognizing this unity within multiplicity, epistemic conflicts
can be seen not as obstacles but as opportunities to understand different dimensions of the truth. Ibn
Arabi’s perspective thus transforms epistemic differences into valuable occasions for growth. Instead
of viewing conflicting beliefs as errors, he considers them reflections of distinct aspects of reality. For
him, engaging with these differences enriches our understanding of the world and deepens our
connection to the ultimate unity of existence.

3. Feyerabend's Perspective on Epistemic Conflicts

Paul Feyerabend, emerging from the tradition of Western philosophy of science, offers a perspective
that aligns in key ways with Ibn Arabi’s, albeit through a different lens. Feyerabend emphasizes the
inherent complexity and richness of the world and reality, which can only be partially understood from
specific perspectives. He argues that every theory is shaped by its assumptions and methodologies, and
as such, no single theory can claim to capture the entire truth. Feyerabend is a staunch advocate of
methodological and theoretical pluralism. He rejects the idea of a universal scientific method, instead
championing an ocean of alternatives that allows for the exploration of multiple and sometimes
contradictory theories. These alternatives are essential for uncovering unknown aspects of the world,
as the temporary success of a dominant theory often gives way to its eventual limitations when
confronted by the complexities of reality. For Feyerabend, conflicting theories are not only inevitable
but desirable. They prevent the ideological domination of any single perspective and foster a more
nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the world. He views epistemic plurality as a vital tool
for addressing the richness of existence and ensuring the continuous evolution of knowledge.

4. Comparison of Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend

Both Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend place significant value on the presence of the "other™ in the process of
knowledge acquisition. For Ibn Arabi, the other embodies a unique aspect of truth that cannot be
grasped by oneself, making differences in beliefs opportunities to access hidden dimensions of reality.
He highlights the importance of recognizing the unity behind diversity, which allows epistemic
conflicts to become sources of intellectual and spiritual growth. Similarly, Feyerabend views the
presence of alternative theories and perspectives as essential for the advancement of knowledge. Each
theory, due to its methodological and conceptual limitations, represents only a partial view of the truth.
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The coexistence of multiple perspectives enables a deeper and more dynamic engagement with the
world’s complexities. Despite these similarities, fundamental differences also exist between the two
thinkers. Ibn Arabi’s approach is deeply rooted in mysticism, with a primary focus on understanding
God and the divine manifestations in existence. His epistemology is intertwined with his ontological
view of the unity and multiplicity of divine names. Feyerabend, on the other hand, operates within the
framework of Western philosophy of science, focusing on empirical methods and the natural world.
His emphasis on plurality arises from the complexities of the scientific process rather than
metaphysical considerations. Nevertheless, both thinkers converge on the principle that truth is
multifaceted and elusive. They reject the notion of absolute knowledge, emphasizing instead the
importance of diversity and plurality in epistemic practices. This shared perspective invites us to
embrace differences and view epistemic conflicts not as threats but as opportunities for intellectual
growth and mutual enrichment.

5. Conclusion

We can take inspiration from the way Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend deal with epistemic confrontations as
a model for intellectual and epistemic interaction when facing the "other." Their perspectives offer
valuable insights into how we can engage with the "other” in intellectual and epistemic interactions.
Both thinkers, by acknowledging human limitations and emphasizing the complexity of truth, pave the
way for a more inclusive and dynamic approach to knowledge. Their views remind us that epistemic
conflicts are not obstacles to be overcome but opportunities for expanding our understanding of the
world. By embracing plurality and engaging with differing perspectives, we can move beyond
absolutism and foster a richer, more comprehensive approach to the pursuit of truth.
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Abstract

The mind-body problem remains one of the deepest philosophical issues,
examining the relationship between the thinking aspect of human beings and their
material basis. Following the introduction of a substantial distinction between mind
and matter, this problem evolved into a confrontation between dualism and
physicalism, turning the philosophy of mind into a field of profound reflection.
Physicalism, which regards all phenomena as material, faces serious challenges in
accounting for consciousness, particularly the inadequacy of type-identity theory in
explaining the subjective qualities (qualia) of experience. Employing a descriptive-
explanatory method and drawing on insights from cognitive neuroscience, this
study seeks to recast this longstanding puzzle as an empirical question: How does
the brain, as a material entity, give rise to the mind, a constellation of conscious
experiences? Type-identity theory, as one of the most prominent reductive
physicalist approaches, identifies mental states with neurophysiological processes
and offers a framework for explaining consciousness based on the principle of
metaphysical simplicity and consistency with causal closure. Nevertheless, the
theory proves inadequate when confronted with the subjective qualities of
experience, the complexities of multiple realizability, and explanatory gaps.
Through a systematic critique of the metaphysical presuppositions of physicalism,
the present research highlights the shortcomings of type-identity theory. It
emphasizes the need for integrative approaches -including non-reductive
physicalism and phenomenological analyses- for a deeper understanding of
consciousness. It is expected that this study will contribute to advancing
interdisciplinary dialogues in the fields of philosophy of mind and neuroscience.
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Introduction

The mind-body problem, as one of the most fundamental challenges in the philosophy of mind, examines
the relationship between mental states such as consciousness and the material processes of the body,
particularly the neurophysiological activities of the brain. This issue, following Descartes' substantive
distinction between the non-material mind and the material body, has evolved into a confrontation
between dualism and physicalism, transforming the philosophy of mind into a profound arena for
reflection. Physicalism, which posits that all phenomena are material, faces challenges in explaining
consciousness, particularly the inadequacy of type identity theory in accounting for the subjective
qualities of experience. This research, employing a descriptive-explanatory method and drawing upon
perspectives from cognitive neuroscience, transforms this longstanding puzzle into an empirical
question: How does the brain, as a material entity, give rise to the mind, which is a collection of
conscious experiences? Advances in neuroscience, such as fMRI and EEG imaging, have revealed
correlations between neuronal activity and mental experiences; yet, the explanatory gap between
physical processes and phenomenal qualities persists. The present study, by critiquing the metaphysical
presuppositions of physicalism, highlights the deficiencies of type identity theory and emphasizes the
necessity of integrative approaches such as non-reductive physicalism and phenomenological analyses.
This study, through analysis of philosophical sources and empirical evidence, contributes to enriching
interdisciplinary dialogues in the philosophy of mind and neuroscience.

Type Identity Theory and Its Advantages

Type identity theory, as the most prominent reductive physicalist approach, identifies mental states
such as consciousness with neurophysiological processes and provides a framework for explaining
consciousness based on the principle of metaphysical simplicity and consistency with causal closure.
This theory equates types of mental states (such as pain) with types of brain states (such as C-fiber
firing) and utilizes psychophysical bridge laws for causal generalizations. Its advantages include
adherence to Ockham's razor, which, by eliminating a separate non-material substance, creates a
unified material worldview. It also reduces the mystery of the mind and transforms it into a fully
scientifically investigable phenomenon, relying on empirical data from neuroscience such as fMRI
correlations. Third, it resolves the mind-body interaction problem and turns it into intra-systemic
causal relations within the framework of physical laws. Fourth, it aligns with the principle of causal
closure and keeps all causes within the physical domain, which is consistent with the methodology of
empirical sciences. Recent advances, such as computational modeling, strengthen this theory.
However, these advantages fade in the face of challenges posed by subjective qualities.

Critique of Type Identity Theory in Explaining Consciousness Based on Philosophical and
Neuroscientific Evidence

The findings of this research focus on the inadequacy of type identity theory in explaining consciousness
and, through a critical analysis of the metaphysical presuppositions of physicalism, reveal its deficiencies
in confronting the subjective qualities of experience, the complexities of multiple realizability, and
explanatory gaps. First, the ontological claim of physicalism, which deems all phenomena physical, is
overly ambitious since evidence is limited to co-occurrences and correlations between mental and brain
states and cannot prove existential identity; for example, the co-occurrence of rain and a falling
barometer may stem from a common cause, not identity. The linguistic claim of physicalism also fails, as
it reduces mental terms to physical ones but provides no affirmative definition of the mind and depends
on future physics, which remains uncertain. Second, the transcendental feature of the mind, which
highlights the subject's position as a condition for the possibility of knowledge, is overlooked by
physicalism; Kant argues that "I think" accompanies all representations, and this aspect operates beyond
physical laws, which reason as a trans-individual ground can explain. Third, cognitive and
neuroscientific methods fail in explaining consciousness as they assume physics to be complete, conflate
ontology and epistemology, and ignore phenomenal qualities such as ineffability and privacy; studies by
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Seth and Bayne (2022) show that temporal dynamics in neural networks correlate with conscious states
but cannot explain the emergence of qualitative experiences.

Key criticisms of type identity theory include extreme chauvinism, which limits mental states to
specific brain structures and denies the principle of multiple realizability; for instance, octopuses with
different brain structures experience pain, but the theory denies it, which Fodor (1974) challenges by
emphasizing the realization of mental states in diverse systems. Responses from proponents like
Churchland, relying on future advances, are insufficient as they ignore current evidence and lean
toward token identity or functionalism, distancing themselves from the original claim. Second,
Kripke's conceivability argument deems identity non-necessary since a world without C-fiber firing
but with pain is conceivable, questioning the necessity of the claim; responses depend on current
knowledge limitations, but conceivability shows ontological weakness. Third, Levine's explanatory
gap, where even complete correlation cannot explain qualia such as experiencing red, highlights
fundamental limitations; proponents point to future mechanisms, but subjective qualities are
incompatible with objective methods. The findings indicate that the theory is more successful in easy
problems of consciousness (cognitive functions like attention) but fails in hard problems (phenomenal,
like feeling pain); Dehaene's studies (2021) with artificial neural networks simulate conscious
behaviors but do not cover subjective experience. Additionally, the intentionality of mental states,
which directs them toward something, is ignored by reductionism and leads to property dualism.

Alternative approaches, such as non-reductive physicalism, which considers consciousness dependent
but irreducible, align with Tononi's integrated information theory (2016), measuring consciousness by
the level of information integration (phi); studies with transcranial magnetic stimulation show
widespread activity in the prefrontal cortex in conscious states but a reduction in non-conscious ones.
Emergentist theories view consciousness as the result of complex interactions, and computational models
like neural networks simulate cognitive processes, but see phenomenal qualities beyond components.
Phenomenological approaches like Varela's neurophenomenology (1996) combine subjective reports
with EEG data; Lutz and Thompson's studies (2003) show alignment of visual reports with gamma
waves and aid in explaining phenomenal qualities. The findings emphasize that integrating philosophy
and neuroscience, such as meditation studies with increased theta coherence (Lee et al., 2018), fills the
explanatory gap and views consciousness as multilayered. Overall, the research proves the metaphysical
deficiencies of physicalism with empirical evidence like EEG and fMRI and emphasizes the necessity of
phenomenological naturalism, which sees brain processes as material substrate and experiences as
emergent qualities. These findings open horizons for future research and show that type identity theory,
despite its advantages, is inadequate in comprehensively explaining consciousness.

Conclusion

The conclusion of the research emphasizes the limitations of type identity theory in explaining
consciousness and shows that this reductive approach, despite advantages such as simplicity and
consistency with causal closure, fails in accounting for subjective and phenomenal qualities. The
ontological claims of physicalism are overly ambitious, and criticisms such as multiple realizability,
Kripke's conceivability, and Levine's explanatory gap reveal its fundamental weaknesses. The focus
on subjective aspects of consciousness has been purposeful, but functional aspects such as attention
and decision-making have also been examined to maintain comprehensiveness. Alternative approaches
like non-reductive physicalism, emergentism, and phenomenological analyses, by integrating
empirical data and philosophical reflections, provide more comprehensive frameworks. For example,
integrated information theory and neurophenomenology help resolve the explanatory gap and view
consciousness as multifaceted. The research suggests that interdisciplinary dialogue between
philosophy of mind and cognitive neuroscience is a path to a deeper understanding of consciousness.
This complementary approach can lead to the development of phenomenological naturalism and
redefine the mind-matter relationship. Ultimately, the research contributes to enriching the literature in
philosophy of mind and opens new horizons for future investigations.
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Abstract

John Searle, a contemporary neuroscientist, as one of the most prominent analytical
and cognitive philosophers, analyzed the framework of mind and consciousness
based on the physical interactions of the brain, that is, nerve firings, and according
to her belief, consciousness is the product of the high level of action and reaction
of brain neurons, and the nervous structure and its actions are considered the low
level of consciousness. According to Searle, one of the most important aspects of
consciousness is the aspect of empathy that makes the conscious subject aware and
related to the world outside himself. In Searle's philosophy, language is the most
fundamental aspect of consciousness. According to him, language has both
syntactic (synthetic) and semantic (semantic) characteristics. In order to better
understand the language, he discussed speech verbs and language rules, which
shows the role of language as the main factor of human communication and the
development of consciousness. The relationship of the mind, as the place of
establishment of consciousness, with language, as the exclusive tool of the
conscious subject in order to express mental states, is something that Searle has
paid special attention to based on the neurobiological method and offers a new
explanation of it based on naturalistic principles. In the current research, we will
analyze this problem, how can we reach the semantic concepts of language by
relying on Searle's biological, neurological and philosophical teachings about the
physical structure of the brain?
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Introduction

The relationship between mind and language has been among the fascinating and questionable issues
for philosophers, psychologists and neuroscientists. For this reason, each of these thinkers, relying on
their own method, goals and tools, have studied this issue separately and according to the data of their
specialized field.

For example, neuroscientists, relying on advanced devices, have dissected and studied the human
brain, and by preparing accurate scans, they have identified the brain's neuronal interactions and, as a
result, have provided various solutions to solve brain diseases. These explorations show the effect of
the physiological knowledge of the brain on mental processes and states in a way that indicates a two-
way relationship between these states and the topic of language.

On the other hand, deep research has been done in the field of language both physiologically and
non-physiologically, the physiological aspect of which examines the language as one of the important
parts of the human body, and the results show the effect of different brain areas on verbal structure and
speech analysis. And the non-physiological aspect from the angles of linguistics, philosophy of
language and language philosophies, has resulted in many achievements.

The main issue and question is where we want to study the mechanism of the two-way effect of
mind (consciousness) and language. In other words, let's ask from this field how language affects the
mind and brain? How is the range of vocabulary formed and how is balance between thought and
language to convey concepts? Or: why damage to some areas of the brain causes disruption in the
power of speech and language analysis? Or: People who are unable to speak (mute), in which part of
their brain are they damaged and disordered? And what is the effect of awareness on language? And
how does language affect the mind and consciousness? Such issues have always been strange and
questionable for contemporary people. In the meantime, many scientists are looking for a way to find
answers to the mentioned and similar questions by relying on MRI and FMRI devices and new
technologies. Chalmers, Penrose, Riti are also among them. On the other hand, the famous
contemporary linguist, Noam Chomsky, as well as cognitive philosophers such as George Lakoff,
Mark Johnson, and Jerome Feldman, are trying to provide answers that are close to reality and true,
considering the biological-neural and physical-chemical history of the brain.

Although some of Searle's arguments are not free from shortcomings, they are more consistent with
what we are looking for. The attractiveness of Searle's work in examining the mind and consciousness
lies in the fact that, more than any other issue, he seeks to analyze consciousness, and with an attitude
that he called "biological naturalism”, Regardless of the physicalist or non-physicalist bias, she
considers consciousness to be the high-level feature of the low-level interactions of the brain: all
conscious states are the result of neuronal processes in the brain and are realized in the brain (Smith,
2003,149).(feminine) The objection of scientists is that they radically discard one of the physical or
metaphysical aspects in favor of another, but Searle's strength is in preserving both aspects of human
existence. We know very well that all interactions take place in the physical brain and if there is no
brain, there will be no mind and consciousness. But can this reality force us to deny consciousness in
favor of the physical aspect of the brain? Searle, in the way of answering this question, the right and
wrong attitudes of scientists and She made the philosophers before her think deeply and by
highlighting some errors, she opposed the two general attitudes that caused, according to Searle,
consciousness to appear as a mystery, not a scientific and philosophical question and problem. On the
one hand, he recognized the error of dualism, which was laid by philosophers like Plato and Descartes.
And on the other hand, he has highlighted the mistakes and deviations of the monotheists, one group
of them is committed to matter and physicalism, and the other group considers the truth to be solely
dependent on the non-physical.

Those thinkers relying on physicalism, by removing the mental and subjective aspect of truth, have
moved towards behaviorism and functionalism. Reductionism and eliminationism is another radical
consequence of this attitude that they see the mind and the brain as a single thing and reduce one to the
other, and some groups eliminate one of them. It is like this that John Searle, by identifying the
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strengths and weaknesses of each of the mentioned approaches, presents her new solution under the
title of biological naturalism, which is a middle path based on biological developments and the
resulting realities: | must emphasize that the attitude that | am presenting is different from materialism
and dualism. A materialist rightly believes that the world is made up of physical particles in the force
field, etc., but it leads to the fact that she mistakenly says that mental phenomena that are ontologically
irreducible do not exist. They are something apart from the normal physical world in which we live,
that is, something in addition to their physical foundations. (Searl, Mind, 126).

On the other hand, in his various works, Searle studied language with a special view of the
philosophy of language and sees language in a two-way relationship with the mind. According to him,
the philosophy of language is a part of the philosophy of the mind and the discussion of the mind is
preferable to the language. But this result is not the reason that the language issue is unimportant for
him. Because the importance of grammatical and ungrammatical structures of language for the
development and excellence of the mind is undeniable, and it is mentioned in the book of speech verbs
and the book of phrase and meaning as follows: "My approach to language issues is based on the
assumption that the philosophy of language is a branch of the philosophy of mind. The ability of
speech acts to present objects and state of affairs in the world is one of the examples of the biological
and fundamental ability of the mind (or brain) to connect the organism with the world through mental
states such as belief, will, and especially through action and sensory perception. (Searle, 1999, Vi).

Language is one of the objective outcomes of human consciousness. Man is the only creature that
has the gift of language and can play a role in social institutions through it. Searle divides reality into
two types, natural and institutional, in his book Verbs of Speech. He considers the role of language in
the formation of any reality to be important and he comes to the conclusion that many human realities
have linguistic roots. Language is the result of words and phonemes, and words have meaning.
Language has two syntactic and semantic aspects, which plays a fundamental role in the discussion of
artificial intelligence and the physiological structure of the brain, and as we will see, Searle criticizes
those who believe in artificial intelligence and radical physicalists by separating the syntactic and
semantic structure of language and consciousness. Therefore, by turning the secret of awareness into a
problem of awareness and analyzing the correct linguistic structures, it helps us to find answers to the
following questions:

1. What is the mind (consciousness) and what is its relationship with the physiological structure of

the brain?

2. How can language as a set of speech rules be explained and investigated?

3. How can we analyze the relationship between mind and language with a neurobiological

approach?
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Abstract

The nature of self-awareness remains a fundamental question in philosophy of
mind, phenomenology, and the philosophy of language. Although commonly
defined as the subject’s awareness of itself, this notion conceals profound
conceptual and ontological challenges that have preoccupied philosophers from
Hegel to Wittgenstein. The enduring question is whether self-awareness should be
viewed as a purely mental reflection or as something that arises within and through
language itself. This paper advances the thesis that self-awareness is not merely a
mental state but a linguistic event. What we call the awareness of the self is, at a
deeper level, the manifestation of language’s reflexive capacity to describe and
interpret its own operations. In this view, self-awareness emerges when language
becomes capable of turning its own structure and function into the content of
discourse, thus transforming language from a communicative tool into a self-
reflective medium. While a wide range of philosophical traditions—from Hegelian
dialectics and Husserlian intentionality to Islamic mysticism and later linguistic
theories—have examined self-awareness, most have overlooked the constitutive
role of language in enabling self-reflection. This study seeks to illuminate this
neglected dimension through a polyphonic philosophical dialogue, demonstrating
that self-awareness can be conceived as the reflexive act of language upon itself.
Furthermore, this perspective outlines an objective framework for the experimental
investigation of self-awareness, suggesting that by grounding the phenomenon in
linguistic mechanisms, the study of consciousness may move from a subjective
domain toward an empirically testable and objective field of inquiry.
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1. Introduction

The nature of self-awareness remains one of the most enduring and
controversial questions in contemporary philosophy. It lies at the intersection
of philosophy of mind, phenomenology, and philosophy of language.In
previous work (Farnam, 2025), | proposed that the “hard problem of
consciousness” as articulated by David Chalmers — how physical brain-
processes such as electron movements and chemical interactions give rise to
subjective mental experiences — can be addressed by considering language,
particularly inner speech, as a mediating mechanism linking material neural
activity with mental phenomena through its regulatory effects on memory,
arousal and internal narrative formation. Although self-awareness is often
defined simply as “the subject’s awareness of itself,” such a definition
conceals complex conceptual difficulties that have occupied philosophers for
centuries (Zahavi, 2018). Central to these difficulties is the question: Can
self-awareness be understood merely as a mental reflection, or must it be
reconsidered within and through language itself?

From Hegel to Wittgenstein, this issue has been reformulated within
markedly different philosophical frameworks. Hegel (1807/1977) conceives
of self-awareness as a dialectical process in which the self comes to know
itself only through recognition by another. In contrast, Wittgenstein relocates
the discussion from metaphysical introspection to linguistic expression,
emphasizing that the grammar of our language shapes the very possibility of
self-knowledge (Wittgenstein, 1953/2009; Hacker, 2013). More recent
Wittgensteinian readings, such as those by Bar-On (2019) and Finkelstein
(2003), argue that first-person authority arises not from private access to
inner states but from publicly rule-governed linguistic practices.

Phenomenological approaches, beginning with Husserl, provide another
dimension by distinguishing between pre-reflective and reflective forms of
self-awareness (Husserl, 1950/1999; Zahavi, 2005). According to this view,
consciousness is inherently self-aware in its intentional structure, yet capable
of turning upon itself in reflective awareness. This distinction underscores
that self-awareness may not originate from introspection alone but is
embedded in the very structure of experience and meaning.

Despite this philosophical richness, a gap persists in discussions of the
linguistic constitution of self-awareness. Language, | argue, is not merely an
instrument for expressing inner experiences but the medium through which
the self emerges as self-reflective. What we call “awareness of the self” is, at
a deeper level, the manifestation of language’s capacity to re-describe its
own functioning. As Wittgenstein (1953/2009) suggests, “the limits of my
language mean the limits of my world.” In this sense, self-awareness appears
not as a purely mental phenomenon but as a linguistic event—a turning of
language back upon itself (Taylor, 2016).
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Within the linguistic paradigm, the problem of truth and justification
becomes central to understanding the reflexive structure of self-awareness
(Kowkab, 2010). If, as Rorty (1980) argues, we cannot step outside language
to compare our propositions with a mind-independent reality, then truth
collapses into justification within the limits of discursive practices. Rorty’s
pragmatist radicalization of the linguistic turn thus implies that self-
knowledge and epistemic validity are internal to the web of language and
belief, rendering the notion of an “extra-linguistic truth” redundant. In
contrast, Habermas (2003) defends a dialogical conception of rationality that
preserves the realist intuition within the linguistic paradigm. For him, the
intersubjective structure of discourse allows for a distinction between
context-bound justification and the regulative idea of truth. Truth, therefore,
is not reducible to justification but emerges through the performative
interplay between communicative action and rational discourse. This debate
is crucial for the present argument, since understanding self-awareness as
linguistically mediated reflection presupposes precisely such a balance
between the immanence of language and the transcendence of truth
(Brandom, 2019; Taylor, 2016).

As Habermas (1981, 2003) argues within his model of communicative
rationality, language is no longer a mere instrument for the transmission of
information but a medium for achieving intersubjective understanding. In a
similar vein, this paper contends that language should not be conceived
merely as a vehicle of transmission but as a medium for achieving self-
understanding—that is, the reflective structure of self-consciousness itself.

In this study, | propose to examine self-awareness as a reflection of
language upon itself, situating this idea within a broader philosophical
dialogue that includes Hegelian dialectics, Husserlian phenomenology,
Wittgensteinian linguistics, and aspects of Islamic mysticism. The latter
offers a unique parallel tradition in which self-knowledge (ma‘rifat al-nafs)
is achieved through the reflexive and symbolic dimensions of language and
revelation (Nasr, 2007). By engaging these traditions, this paper aims to
illuminate the constitutive relationship between language and the emergence
of the self, proposing that self-awareness arises only where language attains
reflexivity.

In the first section, Hegel’s interpretation of Selbstbewusstsein (self-
awareness) is revisited, with particular attention to its relation to language.
The second section introduces the central thesis of the paper—language as
the constitutive ground of self-awareness. The third section undertakes a
comparative examination of phenomenological perspectives (Husserl and
Merleau-Ponty) and Islamic mystical thought (notably Ibn ‘Arabi)
concerning consciousness and language.

The fourth section analyzes Wittgenstein’s transformation in his
conception of language, exploring how the notion of the “self” can be
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articulated within the framework of language-games. Finally, the fifth
section discusses the theoretical and philosophical implications of this
approach, including the relation between language and subjectivity and the
place of first-person experience within a theory of meaning.

Thus, the present paper seeks to provide a conceptual possibility for
rethinking self-awareness—not as a purely mental phenomenon, but as a
linguistic manifestation that emerges within the reflexive structures of
language itself.

2. Hegel’s concept of Selbstbewusstsein: the return of consciousness to
itself through the other

In Hegel’s philosophical system, the concept of Selbstbewusstsein—self-
awareness—occupies a foundational position. It represents not only the
culmination of the dialectical progression of consciousness but also the
necessary transition toward the realms of Reason (Vernunft) and Spirit
(Geist). In the Phenomenology of Spirit (1807/1977), Hegel interprets self-
awareness not as a pre-given attribute of the subject but as a historical and
dialectical moment in the evolution of consciousness: the moment in which
consciousness, through its encounter with the Other, returns to itself and
recognizes itself as an autonomous subject (Pippin, 1989; Taylor, 1975).

In other words, self-awareness for Hegel is inherently intersubjective—it
appears only in relation to another consciousness. The paradigmatic
manifestation of this process is found in the master—slave dialectic, where
two self-conscious beings struggle for mutual recognition (Anerkennung). In
this struggle, one achieves dominance and becomes the master, attaining a
limited form of self-awareness through negation, while the other becomes
the bondsman, who, through labor and engagement with the material world,
attains a deeper and more mediated form of self-awareness (Hegel, 1977;
Kojéve, 1969). Thus, Selbstbewusstsein is not a static state but a dialectical
process that traverses alienation to reach self-recognition.

Yet within this profound dialectical framework, the element of language
remains notably absent. Hegel acknowledges language as a medium of
Spirit’s expression, but he never fully explores it as the ground of the self’s
return to itself. How does recognition occur in the encounter with the Other?
How does the self grasp itself as itself? If recognition is mediated by
negation, what is the role of language in this mediation? These questions
remain at the margins of Hegel’s system, revealing a silence concerning the
linguistic conditions of self-awareness.

In fact, Hegel’s account exhibits what may be called a “linguistic
omission”: recognition presupposes articulation—even if pre-linguistic—and
yet no systematic analysis is offered of how this articulation arises. Thus,
Hegel’s conception of Selbstbewusstsein, while historically and conceptually
groundbreaking, still presupposes a mind-centered model of subjectivity,
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overlooking the linguistic ground upon which self-reflection becomes
possible (Habermas, 1987).

In the following sections, this conceptual gap will be examined further.
The paper aims to reinterpret self-awareness not merely as a mental or
dialectical event, but as a linguistic phenomenon—a reflection of language
upon itself that constitutes the very possibility of the self.

2.1. Critical reflection: Is Selbstbewusstsein Possible Without Language?
Hegel’s analysis of self-awareness, as shown above, relies on the dialectical
structure through which the subject attains self-recognition via the Other.
However, this process rests on a tacit presupposition: that the subject can
recognize itself as itself. Yet how does such recognition occur? Can this
return to the self be conceptualized without a system of signs—that is,
without language?

From the perspectives of philosophy of language and psychoanalysis, the
answer is largely negative. Jacques Lacan, in his psychoanalytic re-reading
of Freud and Hegel, argues that the subject is born within language and that
selfhood emerges only through entry into the Symbolic Order. As Lacan
(1977) writes, “the I is born in the field of the Other’s language.” Hence,
self-awareness is not pre-linguistic but linguistically structured.

Similarly, Merleau-Ponty, in Phenomenology of Perception (1962) and
The Structure of Behavior (1963), maintains that language is not a mere
instrument of expression but the very form through which consciousness of
the world—and of oneself—becomes possible. Language, he writes, is “the
second body of the subject,” rendering lived experience shareable and
intersubjectively meaningful.

Even in more recent accounts, such as Charles Taylor’s notion of the self-
interpreting subject, self-awareness entails a form of internal narration—and
narration is impossible without linguistic form. For Taylor (1985), “it is only
through language that we can make sense of what we experience and ascribe
moral or personal meaning to it.”

Accordingly, one may argue that Selbstbewusstsein, as Hegel describes
it, though appearing to be a purely dialectical and mental event, is in its very
foundation dependent upon linguistic structures that enable the stabilization
and reflection of selfhood. Without symbolic articulation, the return of
consciousness to itself would remain a fleeting and unstable experience.

Thus, from both linguistic and psychoanalytic perspectives, self-
awareness without language is not merely difficult but structurally
impossible. It is precisely at this juncture—where Hegel’s dialectical model
falls silent—that a new conceptual possibility opens: to reconceive self-
awareness as the reflection of language upon itself, rather than merely the
return of awareness to itself.
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In semiotics, language is often regarded as the most advanced and
organized sign system, because, in addition to producing meaning, it
possesses the capacity to represent and interpret other sign systems
(Chandler, 2017, pp. 45-47). Thinkers such as Saussure (1916/1983) and
Barthes (1964/1988) consider language as a central model for analyzing
semiotic processes. Consequently, given the limitations of other semiotic
systems, and the fact that within human inner language virtually all these
systems are subsumed under language (for instance, when judging the
specific abilities of two individuals, we might internally rely solely on the
mathematical equals sign), it can therefore be asserted with certainty that
among all semiotic systems, only language possesses complex abstract
capabilities (such as reflexivity) and can serve as the foundation for a
complex intra-psychic phenomenon like self-awareness (Winner, 1988;
Vygotsky, 1962/1986).

3. Language as the ground of self-awareness: when language turns upon
itself

Up to this point, we have seen that the classical conception of self-
awareness—even within Hegel’s dialectical theory—remains largely silent
on the role of language. This section proposes an alternative hypothesis: self-
awareness is not merely the return of awareness to itself but rather the return
of language to itself—the moment in which language becomes capable of
describing its own functioning.

In this view, self-awareness may be conceived as a linguistic
phenomenon emerging at a certain level of linguistic complexity—one
where language reflects upon its own operations and thereby constitutes the
conditions for subjectivity. In other words, it is not mind that asks about
itself, but language that questions and describes itself; and the “I” is the
product of this self-reflexive inquiry.

Phenomenological self-awareness, defined in its simplest terms as "a
being's experience of its own existence from within" (Zahavi, 2005, p. 15), is
uniquely characteristic of human beings (Gallagher, 2000, p. 15). This
entails not merely the display of intelligent behavior, but the first-person
experience of emotions, perceptions, pain, thoughts, or one's own presence
(Legrand, 2006, p. 94). The emergence of this type of self-awareness in
children begins around the age of two, when the child starts using the word
"I" and first-person pronouns to refer to herself and her actions (Coates,
1985, p. 660; Owens, 1996, p. 288), and continues to develop over the
following decades (Kagan, 1991, p. 142).

However, the most rudimentary degree of self-awareness—which is
measured by the "mirror test" (or "mark test™), assessing whether a particular
being is capable of recognizing itself in a mirror (Gallup, 1970, p. 88)—is
observed in children aged 18-24 months as well as in certain evolutionarily
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advanced animals such as chimpanzees, orangutans, dolphins, elephants, and
magpies (Gallup, 1970, p. 88; Plotnik et al., 2006, p. 217; Prior et al., 2008,
p. 937). Nevertheless, it is certain that this degree of self-awareness is
insufficient for the emergence of phenomena such as art, aesthetics,
spirituality, and the like. Phenomenal self-awareness—the full, lived, first-
person experience of the self—emerges only in mature human beings with
developed linguistic capacity (Swierczynski, 2022, p. 48; Vygotsky,
1962/1986, p. 126).
Consider the following utterances:

“I’m thinking about the fact that I’'m speaking—but what’s the point of my
words?”

“I don’t know why I said that.”

“Have I really understood myself?”

At first glance, these sentences seem trivial, but structurally they reveal
something profound: language re-describes its own linguistic acts. This level
of reflexivity is akin to what the philosophy of language calls metalanguage
(Tarski, 1933/1956), yet there is a crucial difference. In classical
metalanguage, a second-order language is used to describe a first-order one.
In human self-awareness, however, it is everyday language itself that bends
inward, turning upon its own expressive activity.

This recursive linguistic movement, by which language narratively
integrates sensory experience with memory and emotional tone, produces a
coherent account of the self. In this sense, inner language continuously
generates narratives that stabilize experience; and when this inner narrative
becomes self-descriptive, the phenomenon of self-awareness arises.

3.1. Inner speech, representation, and the linguistic Phenomenon of the “I”

In cognitive psychology and philosophy of mind, the concept of inner speech
has long been regarded as a crucial mechanism for thought and self-
regulation. Classic formulations include Lev Vygotsky’s (1986) theory of
internalized social speech and Noam Chomsky’s (1968, 2016) generative
model of internal grammar—two approaches that, despite their divergent
genealogies, both view language as constitutive of cognition.

The present argument takes a further step: language is not merely the
medium for thought but the very horizon within which the subject emerges.
In other words, self-awareness is the outcome of language’s capacity to re-
describe its own functioning. Inner speech, while constantly shaping
thoughts, emotions, and behaviors, can itself become the object of linguistic
reflection—a higher-order “meta—inner speech” that describes the ongoing
linguistic processes within the mind (Morin, 2005; Fernyhough, 2016).
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Within this framework, the “I” is not an independent substance but a
linguistic event that manifests in structures such as: self-reference, self-
evaluation, and the representation of one’s own mental states.

The subject is thus born where language becomes entangled with itself.
This perspective radically departs from mentalist traditions of analyzing self-
awareness, situating it instead within the reflexive operations of language.
From this standpoint, mentality is not the cause of language but its product;
and self-awareness marks the moment when language attains the capacity for
self-analysis and self-reflection.

Moreover, this perspective may open new avenues for experimental
research on self-awareness, since no specific location or definitive
mechanism for the emergence of self-awareness has yet been identified in
contemporary neuroscience. However, if self-awareness is reconceptualized
at the level of language, the vast body of knowledge regarding linguistic
structures and their formation mechanisms would allow for experience-based
objective experimentation, thereby transforming the study of self-awareness
from a subjective discipline into one grounded in empirical objectivity.

4. Phenomenology and mysticism — inner awareness, language of the self
The central idea of this paper—that self-awareness is not merely the return
of awareness to itself, but the return of language to itself—invites a
rethinking of those philosophical and mystical traditions that grounded self-
awareness in immediate experience, silence, or inner intuition. These
traditions, though not denying the linguistic nature of awareness, have
tended to treat language as secondary or external. Yet even within such
frameworks, language implicitly structures the very horizon of self-
awareness. To illustrate this claim, three parallel perspectives will be
examined: Husserl’s phenomenology of intentionality, Merleau-Ponty’s
embodied phenomenology, and Ibn Arabi’s ontological mysticism.

In phenomenological philosophy, pre-linguistic intentionality is a kind of
orientation, meaning, or “aboutness” of the mind that exists prior to the
formation of language and words, and encompasses all of our automatic
behaviors and unconscious dispositions (including skills or phobias, among
others) (Husserl, 1901/2001, p. 105; Gallagher & Zahavi, 2021, p. 78). It is
obvious that an individual's being conscious does not mean that human
beings are always and everywhere conscious. Sigmund Freud emphasized
the existence of unconscious processes in humans (Freud, 1915/1957, p.
172), and the discovery of non-declarative or procedural memory (which
underlies skills and phobias) and unconscious processes are facts that attest
to the existence of unconscious processes—the psychological equivalent of
pre-linguistic intentionality—in the conscious human being (Schacter, 1987,
p. 501; Squire, 2004, p. 174).
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On the other hand, in order to be "conscious,” we must be able to
distinguish between things, to refer to something or identify it in our mind,
and to think about ourselves (Zahavi, 2005, p. 92). Zahavi (2005, p. 93)
states that these abilities resemble what language does. Thus, perhaps even
completely inner and silent experiences are, at their core, dependent on a
kind of linguistic structure. A simple example: when we feel sadness,
perhaps no words are present in our mind at that moment. However, the fact
that we understand "this feeling is different from joy," know that "I am
experiencing this," and can later refer to it, all indicate that our mind
employs a structure that operates like language (Gallagher, 2005, p. 72;
Dennett, 1991, p. 280).

4.1. Husserl: the silence of consciousness or a hidden language?

In Edmund Husserl’s phenomenology, self-awareness is defined through
intentionality: every consciousness is consciousness of something (Husserl,
1913/1982). His project seeks to ground the sciences in “pure intuition”
rather than linguistic mediation or interpretation. Language, in this sense, is
secondary to the givenness of experience.

However, this very assumption raises a paradox: can consciousness truly
intuit itself without being, at least potentially, expressible in language? Even
if awareness occurs in silence, its very structure presupposes differentiation,
reference, and self-reflection—all linguistic functions (Zahavi, 2014). Thus,
Husserl’s “silence” is not pre-linguistic but proto-linguistic: a suspended
form of language that still carries its semantic potential. In this sense, silence
is meaningful only within the horizon of language; it is, paradoxically, the
inverse form of speech.

The very act of epoché—the bracketing of presuppositions to return to
pure phenomena—is itself a linguistic act, a performative move of
consciousness that depends on the internal logic of meaning (Derrida, 1967).

4.2. Merleau-Ponty: the speaking body and embodied self-awareness

Maurice Merleau-Ponty extends and transforms Husserl’s project by
situating self-awareness within the lived body (le corps propre). In
Phenomenology of Perception (Merleau-Ponty, 1945/2012), he argues that
language is not a mere instrument of thought but the very becoming of
thought itself: “We think only when we begin to speak.”

For Merleau-Ponty, the body is not simply the locus of perception—it is
the first language of the subject. Gestures, movements, silences, and gazes
are linguistic in structure, forming a pre-reflective discourse between the self
and the world (Gallagher & Zahavi, 2012). Thus, self-awareness emerges
only where embodiment and language intersect. The “return of language to
itself” in Merleau-Ponty’s framework becomes the self’s reflection through
its bodily expression.
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4.3. Ibn Arabi: the mirror of humanity and the language of the divine names

In Islamic mysticism, particularly in Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical vision, self-
awareness is grounded in the divine reflection within the human being. In al-
Futuhat al-Makkiyya and Fusus al-Hikam, Ibn Arabi (1205/1980) describes
humanity as the mirror through which God contemplates Himself: “God sees
Himself in the mirror of human attributes.”

Here, language is not a medium of expression but the very form of divine
manifestation. The Names of God (Asma’ al-Husna) are linguistic
expressions of Being, and the human self is their existential locus (Chittick,
1989). Awareness of the self is thus an awareness of the divine language
resonating within the human form. From this standpoint, “self-awareness is
the speech of God heard within the mirror of the human soul.”

Spiritual transformation, in Ibn Arabi’s framework, unfolds through the
progressive realization of divine Names within the self—each a linguistic-
ontological event that reveals consciousness as a dialogical process between
God and man.

4.4. Synthesis: reflection in silence, language in intuition
All three traditions—Husserl’s transcendental phenomenology, Merleau-
Ponty’s embodied expressivity, and Ibn Arabi’s mystical ontology—appear
to distance themselves from language. Yet, upon closer examination, each
presupposes it as the condition of possibility for self-awareness. Even in
silence and intuition, consciousness depends on the reflective potential of
language.

Thus, the guiding thesis of this study is reinforced: Self-awareness, even
in its most silent and mystical forms, relies on the reflexive capacity of
language. Awareness of the self, ultimately, does not remain speechless.

5. Wittgenstein — from the limits of language to the games of the self

If, up to this point, the notion of self-awareness as the reflection of language
upon itself has been traced through dialectical, phenomenological, and
mystical traditions, it now undergoes its most rigorous philosophical testing
in Wittgenstein. This test unfolds in two phases: first, in the Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus (1921), where language appears as the logical map of
the world and the limit of thought; and second, in the Philosophical
Investigations (1953), where language is recognized as a form of life,
enacted through social practices. In their apparent opposition, these two
Wittgensteinian moments reveal a single underlying truth: the self does not
exist outside language but emerges within its structures of meaning.

5.1. The tractatus: language, world, and the silence of the subject
In the Tractatus, Wittgenstein begins with his famous assertion:
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“The world is the totality of facts, not of things.” (TLP 1.1)

Language, in this framework, is a logical picture (Abbild) of the world,; it
mirrors reality through its propositional form. As he states elsewhere:

“The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.” (TLP 5.6)

Here, self-awareness manifests only as silence. The “I” or the “thinking
Subject” cannot appear within the world it describes, for it is not an object
among objects:

“The thinking, representing subject does not belong to the world.” (TLP
5.633)

Hence, as Wittgenstein concludes,
“What we cannot speak about, we must pass over in silence.” (TLP 7)

As scholars such as Zahavi (2014) and Hacker (1996) observe, this
silence is not epistemological but grammatical: the self marks the boundary
condition of representation—it is what enables the picture, yet cannot itself
be pictured. The linguistic mirror cannot reflect its own frame. Thus, in the
Tractatus, the “reflection of language upon itself” reaches its aporia: the self
is the silent condition of language’s very possibility.

5.2. Philosophical investigations: language games and the self as a role

In his later work, Wittgenstein reverses his early model of representation.
Language is no longer a static map but a living practice. Meaning arises not
from correspondence but from use: “For a large class of cases—the meaning
of a word is its use in the language” (PT §43).

Within this pragmatic turn, the self is no longer excluded; it participates
in language as one of its many functions. Wittgenstein dismantles the notion
of a private language, arguing that sensations, thoughts, and even self-reports
derive their meaning from shared linguistic practices (Pl 88243-258).

When we say,

“I don’t know why I said that,”
or,
“I think I’'m thinking wrongly,”

we engage in a meta-linguistic act where language turns back upon itself.
These utterances enact precisely the structure of self-reflective awareness*—
language questioning its own operations. In this sense, self-awareness
emerges as a linguistic performance rather than a pre-linguistic mental state
(Baker & Hacker, 2009; Glock, 1996).

5.3. The later wittgenstein and the formation of the “I”
From within the dynamics of language games, a phenomenon traditionally
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called “the self” arises—but not as an inner metaphysical entity. Rather, it is
a grammatical function, a linguistic role embedded in the logic of our
practices. As Hacker succinctly puts it:

“The self is a grammatical role, not a metaphysical substance.” (Hacker, 1990,
p. 147)

The “T” emerges only where language is capable of reflexivity—where it
can make itself its own topic. To be self-aware, then, is to be capable of
participating in those games where language mirrors its own use. The self is
not an antecedent to language; it is one of language’s higher-order effects.

5.4. Synthesis: Boundary, Silence, and Reflection

From the silence of the Tractatus to the dialogical multiplicity of the
Investigations, Wittgenstein traverses a path from the limits of language to
its self-reflective play. The subject, once silent and external to the world,
reappears as a participant in the grammar of experience.

In this view, self-awareness is not a metaphysical essence but a linguistic
event—an emergent property of our capacity to speak about speaking. The
“return of language upon itself” becomes, therefore, the condition for any
form of selfhood.

Language is not a mere instrument of thought; it is the medium in which
thought and self alike occur.

6. Reflective Language and the Redefinition of Self-awareness
The comparative analysis presented in Table 1 highlights the evolution of
philosophical perspectives on the interrelation between self-awareness and
language, tracing a conceptual trajectory from Hegelian dialectics to
contemporary linguistic and phenomenological thought. As shown, each
framework redefines the locus of “the self” by situating it within different
modes of mediation. For Hegel (1807/1977), Selbstbewusstsein emerges
through recognition by the Other, implying that selfhood is fundamentally
intersubjective. Phenomenology, particularly in Husserl (1913/1982) and
Merleau-Ponty (1945/2012), grounds self-awareness in pre-linguistic
experience, where language merely articulates intentional consciousness
rather than constituting it. In contrast, Islamic mysticism (lbn Arabi;
Chittick, 1989) interprets self-awareness as a divine reflection — the
unveiling of the unity of being through symbolic and spiritual language.
Wittgenstein’s later philosophy (1953/2009) introduces a decisive shift
by identifying self-reference as a grammatical function within language-
games, dissolving the metaphysical notion of an inner self. Habermas (1987,
2003) extends this turn by embedding self-understanding within the
framework of communicative rationality, where language is no longer a
mere instrument for transmitting information but a medium for
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intersubjective understanding. Building on this communicative paradigm, the
present article proposes that language functions not only as a means of
understanding others but as a medium for self-understanding — a reflexive
structure through which consciousness returns to itself. Thus, the self is
reconceived as a linguistic event, an occurrence in which language becomes
aware of itself through reflective articulation.

This comparative overview underscores the continuity and transformation of
the problem of self-awareness from metaphysical and phenomenological
traditions to a distinctly linguistic conception of subjectivity. As summarized in
Table 1, the transition from recognition (Hegel) to expression (phenomenology),
revelation (mysticism), and reflexivity (Wittgenstein and Habermas) culminates
in the present thesis: that self-awareness is the reflexivity of language itself,
rather than a mental representation of an inner subject.

Table 1. Comparative Overview of Theories of Self-Awareness and Language

Philosophical Core View of Relation Implication for
Tradition / Self-Awareness | Role of Language Between Self the Concept of
Thinker and Other “Self”
Selbstbewusstsein Implicit medium bec-lc—)rrl:aezeiltfself
as the self’s return P The self is

Hegel (1807)

to itself through

of recognition and

only through the

intersubjectively

the recognition of media_ti_on of di_alecti_cal constituted
Spirit. relation with the '
the Other.
Other.
Consciousness as Language The Otheris a .
Phenomenology - . : ; e The self is
intentionality expresses but does | horizon within .
(Husserl, directed toward not constitute lived embodied and
Merleau-Ponty) . . experiential.
phenomena. experience. experience.
Self-awareness as Lanquage is The self
Islamic divine reflection guag The Other is the dissolves into
. - symbolic and . g, -
Mysticism (Ibn knowing oneself revelatory (logos- mirror of divine the unity of
Arabi) through knowing ory (109 manifestation. Being (wahdat
like). -
God. al-wujad).
The “I” is not an Language Understanding The self isa
: . object but a constitutes the Other occurs linguistic
Wittgenstein grammatical meaning and the within shared position within

(1953, 2009)

function within boundaries of linguistic rule-governed
language-games. sense. practices. practices.
3 Language is a .
undefstgndin medium for Tgfti(githaerrltl Sina The self is
Habermas emerges through intersubjective dipscoursi aimed dialogicall
(1987, 2003) comgmnicati\?e understanding, not at mutual for%ed Y
. ; a tool for - '
rationality. . comprehension.
transmission.
Se”-l?:vtrii?iiss as Language is not a t-rl;zeseolff)h g‘f:rnde The self is the
. L gu tool for expression S g event of
This Article’s reflexivity—the within the
Thesis self’s return to bu_t the very reflexive loops Iang_uage
itself through medium of self- of linguistic becoming self-
9 reflection. 9L aware.
language. activity.
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In this section, moving beyond the traditional conception of self-
awareness as the subject’s awareness of itself, it is argued that self-
awareness is fundamentally a linguistic phenomenon—not pre-linguistic or
intuitive, but a construction that arises within language and returns to itself
through language. This perspective allows for the examination of three levels
of theoretical implications emerging from this idea.

6.1. Language as Reflexive Mediation

If Selbstbewusstsein designates the mind’s turning back upon itself, then
language is not merely a neutral medium of expression but the very structure
that makes reflection possible. The utterance of “I”’ presupposes a linguistic
field in which the self and its reflection are co-constituted. As Taylor (2016)
observes, language forms “a horizon of articulation” through which selthood
becomes intelligible. Likewise, Habermas (2003) contends that the
intersubjective structure of linguistic communication underlies the reflexive
constitution of subjectivity.

From this standpoint, the | is not a pre-linguistic given but a linguistic
event. The act of self-reflection unfolds through the dialogical nature of
language, wherein the self appears simultaneously as speaker and listener.
Hegel (1807/1977) had already demonstrated that consciousness ‘“becomes
for itself only through another” (p. 112), a principle that recurs in linguistic
interaction: meaning arises through difference, and selfhood is constituted in
its self-differentiation through linguistic mediation (Pippin, 2019).

6.2. Language and Being: The Ontological Horizon

If consciousness is always already linguistic, then Being itself must be
conceived within the horizon of language. Heidegger (1959/2025) famously
described language as “the house of Being,” the locus where Being is
disclosed. Language does not merely represent an external world but rather
opens a space of manifestation where phenomena acquire meaning. The
“said being” (das Gesagte) thus precedes the “experienced being,” since
lived experience attains intelligibility only through linguistic disclosure
(Esfandiar,2024).

This ontological perspective dissolves the classical division between
inner experience and outer expression. As Gadamer (2004) argued,
understanding is not a subsequent interpretation of a pre-given world but the
very event in which the world comes into understanding through language.
Accordingly, self-awareness emerges not as an act of private introspection
but as a shared linguistic occurrence—a manifestation within the
intersubjective field of meaning.

6.3. Inner Speech and the First-Person Perspective
A key question is whether self-awareness can exist apart from language.
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Recent cognitive research suggests that it cannot. Studies on inner speech
indicate that even silent thought relies on linguistic mechanisms structuring
self-awareness (Alderson-Day & Fernyhough, 2023). Inner speech is not
merely a muted echo of outer speech but a dynamic process enabling meta-
cognition and reflexivity (Borghi & Fernyhough, 2023).

Moreover, debates concerning “pure thought” emphasize that attempts to
separate cognition from linguistic form neglect how deeply linguistic
structures permeate self-related awareness. The Review of Philosophy and
Psychology article Inner Speech and “Pure” Thought — Do We Think in
Language? (2024) concludes that the boundaries between thought and
language are porous, making inner speech a constitutive element of self-
awareness. The “inner voice” is thus both a cognitive and ontological mode
through which language reflects upon itself and gives rise to the I.

In short, first-person experience (Erlebnis) is not an ineffable remnant
beyond language but the interior dimension of linguistic reflection. The “I”
is an event in language: a reflexive moment where expression becomes self-
awareness.

7. Implications and Open Horizons

The findings indicate that conceptualizing self-awareness at the linguistic
level provides an objective basis for experimental inquiry, enabling
measurable and reproducible approaches that bridge the gap between
subjective experience and empirical and objective analysis.

7.1. Reframing the Question of Self-awareness

The inquiry that guided this paper—What is self-awareness?>—finds a
revised answer in the idea that self-awareness is not merely the awareness of
a self but the reflexive activity of language itself. When language becomes
capable of describing its own operation, the phenomenon of selfhood arises.
This move shifts the ontological burden from a metaphysical subject to a
linguistic event. As Ricoeur (1992) asserts, “the self is not given but
narrated” (p. 114); the reflexivity of language constitutes the temporal and
narrative coherence of the self.

This reconceptualization thus aligns with contemporary thought in
phenomenology and philosophy of mind: consciousness is not an isolated
Cartesian domain but a dialogical and interpretive field structured by
linguistic mediation (Zahavi, 2014). Consequently, self-awareness becomes
a linguistic reflexivity phenomenon, appearing whenever language turns
toward itself to re-describe its own functioning.

7.2. From Dialectic to Linguistic Play
Tracing the path from Hegel’s dialectic to Wittgenstein’s language games
clarifies the conceptual shift. For Hegel (1807/1977), Selbstbewusstsein
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emerges through recognition—consciousness finds itself through the
mediation of another. In Wittgenstein’s (1953/2009) view, meaning is use;
thus, selfhood arises not from metaphysical introspection but from
participation in rule-governed linguistic practices. As Brandom (2019)
explains, “to be a self is to be a player in the game of giving and asking for
reasons” (p. 52). Language thereby becomes both the stage and the actor of
reflexivity.

In this progression, the notion of “the self that speaks” transforms into
“the language that speaks itself.” The philosophical focus thus moves from
the subject of consciousness to the medium of articulation that gives rise to
that subject.

7.3. Defending the Linguistic View of Self-Awareness

The proposed model situates self-awareness entirely within linguistic and
social frameworks. McDowell (1994) has emphasized that our conceptual
capacities are “unbounded by the given,” meaning that language mediates
even our perceptual experience. This view supports the idea that
consciousness and language are coextensive phenomena—each presupposes
and sustains the other.

Empirical and theoretical studies in cognitive science reinforce this
philosophical claim. Carruthers (2023) argues that self-knowledge depends
on internal linguistic models that simulate external dialogue. Similarly, Clark
(2024) suggests that the “extended mind” includes linguistic structures as
constitutive scaffolding for reflective awareness. Thus, self-awareness arises
wherever language loops back upon itself through communicative or
introspective articulation.

7.4. Interdisciplinary Extensions
The conception of self-awareness as linguistic reflexivity opens new
pathways for research across several domains:

a. Psychoanalysis

In Freudian and Lacanian traditions, speech already mediates the
unconscious. Lacan (1977) viewed the unconscious as “structured like a
language,” implying that self-awareness arises only in moments when one’s
speech rearticulates its own prior narrative. The therapeutic act, therefore,
involves enabling language to reflect upon its repressed layers (Fink, 2023).

b. Cognitive Linguistics

Recent studies explore how meta-linguistic verbs—such as say, think, hear
oneself—enable higher-order linguistic representation (Langacker, 2021).
These verbs delineate the linguistic architecture that makes self-reference
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possible, showing that only certain syntactic structures can model recursive
self-reflection.

c. Artificial Intelligence

The question of whether large language models might develop artificial self-
awareness depends on whether linguistic recursion alone can produce
reflexivity. As Bender and Koller (2020) caution, linguistic output without
embodiment or affect remains simulation, not awareness. Yet, as Gunkel
(2023) argues, this tension itself deepens our understanding of what
“linguistic selthood” entails: the capacity of a system to describe and modify
its own operations in linguistic form.

7.5. Toward an Open Conclusion

Ultimately, the problem of self-awareness might not concern who is
conscious, but what kind of language is capable of reflecting upon itself.
When language folds inward—when it becomes both the mirror and the
image—the event of self-awareness occurs.

In this light, the self is not the origin of speech but its consequence.
Consciousness is not a substance but a linguistic relation: the ongoing
dialogue through which language interrogates itself and, in doing so, creates
the space of subjectivity.
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1. Introduction

The distinction between the “matter” (mdaddah) and the “modality” (jihah) of a proposition constitutes a
subtle yet foundational theme in the history of Arabic logic. While often treated as synonymous or
functionally equivalent, this paper argues that a critical examination of works from Aristotle through al-
Farabi, Avicenna, al-Ghazali, Abu al-Barakat al-Baghdadi, and finally Suhrawardi reveals the emergence
of two fundamentally divergent and largely incompatible approaches. These two approaches—the
“mind-independent” (nafs al-amr) conception of matter advanced by Avicenna and the “linguistic”
(lafzi) conception of matter defended by Suhrawardi—have profoundly shaped, and at times confused,
subsequent debates on modal logic in the Islamic world. This abstract outlines the paper’s central
argument, namely, that Suhrawardr’s departure from Avicenna’s established paradigm constitutes not a
minor terminological variant but a radical reconceptualization of what propositional matter is, with
significant consequences for the plurality of modalities and the very nature of logical analysis.

2. Aristotle

The investigation begins with Aristotle, whose De Interpretatione (Chapter 13) presents four “orders”
(taratib) of modal expressions, each containing four seemingly equivalent phrases (e.g., “possible to
be,” “not impossible to be,” “not necessary not to be”). I propose a minimal textual emendation to
resolve inconsistencies in the Arabic and Greek transmission, suggesting that these four orders
implicitly point to four distinct “matters”: necessity, impossibility, the negation of necessity
(possibility simpliciter), and the negation of impossibility (the possible in a broader sense). Although
Aristotle does not explicitly differentiate between matter and modality, his grouping of synonymous
modal expressions under a single order can be retrospectively interpreted as a tacit recognition that
multiple modal terms (jikat) can indicate a single ontological state of affairs (maddah).

3. Farabi

Moving to al-Farabi, we encounter the first explicit use of the term “matter” in a modal context. He
consistently refers to “necessary matter,” “possible matter,” and “impossible matter” (maddah wajibah,
mumkinah, mumtani ‘ah), distinguishing these from the linguistic expressions of modality. However, al-
Farabi never provides a clear definition of what matter actually is. He employs analogies—matter is to
modality as the subject-predicate pair is to the copula, or as physical matter is to form—but these
analogies remain ambiguous. Critically, al-Farabi reduces Aristotle’s four matters to three by merging
the negation of necessity and the negation of impossibility into a single “possible matter,” which later
becomes Avicenna’s “special possibility” (al-imkan al-khass). The paper shows that despite his
innovations, al-Farabi lacks a systematic theory of the matter-modality distinction, often speaking of
“affairs and matters” (al-umiir wa al-mawadd) without clarifying their ontological or logical status.

4. Avicenna

Avicenna marks a genuine turning point. For the first time in the tradition, he provides an explicit real
definition of propositional matter. In al-Skifa’, matter is defined as “the state (hal) of the predicate in
relation to the subject, with respect to affirmative predication,” specifically regarding the permanence
or non-permanence of truth or falsehood. This is a nafs al-amr or mind-independent conception.
Matter is not a word, nor the proposition itself, but an extra-linguistic, ontological feature of the world:
the actual necessity, impossibility, or possibility of the predicate’s inherence in the subject. The
modality (jihah), by contrast, is a linguistic expression that signifies (and may be true or false of) that
very state. This is a clear signifier-signified (dall-madlil) relationship. Avicenna underscores this by
reformulating al-Farabi’s adjectival phrases (“necessary matter”) into genitive constructs (“matter of
necessity,” maddat al-wujiib), emphasizing that necessity is the objective content, not a mere property
of the matter. He then explores the number of matters, showing no dogmatic commitment to the
number “three”: with general possibility, there are two matters (possible and impossible); with special
possibility, three (necessity, special possibility, impossibility); and with the most specific possibility
(al-imkan al-akhass), he distinguishes four (necessity, impossibility, possibility with a constrained
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necessity, and possibility with no necessity whatsoever). Avicenna’s approach thus implies a
potentially open-ended plurality of matters, corresponding to the nuanced modal structures of reality.

5. Ghazali and Baghdadi

| then examine al-Ghazali and Abu al-Barakat al-Baghdadi as transitional figures. Al-Ghazali, in
Mahakk al-nazar, largely repeats Avicenna’s threefold matter, but in Mi ‘yar al-‘ilm he appears to
collapse the distinction entirely, treating modality and matter as identical. The editor of the latter work
explicitly notes this conflation. Al-Baghdadi, in al-Mu ‘tabar, correctly cites Aristotle as distinguishing
material conditions from psychological modalities (opinions and beliefs), yet elsewhere he lists
“indeterminacy” (itlaq) as a fourth jihah, confusing metaphysical modality with epistemic certitude
and mixing the language of matter with that of modality. These inconsistencies reveal a struggle to
assimilate Avicenna’s technical distinction, which was not yet fully entrenched.

6. Suhrawardi

Finally, I turn to Suhrawardi, whose position is both surprising and radical. On the surface,
Suhrawardi in al-Talwihat, al-Mashari® wa al-mutarahat, and Hikmat al-ishrag seems to follow
convention, identifying the three modal states (necessity, impossibility, possibility) and calling the
expressions “modalities.” However, he redefines maddah in a striking way: “Every proposition that is
fit for one of these [modal expressions] to be truly predicated of it in the affirmative is called its
‘matter.”” That is, the matter of “Zayd is a writer” is simply the proposition “Zayd is a writer” without
the modal term. The modality is the linguistic addition, but the matter is the unmodified proposition
that is apt for receiving that modality. This is a profoundly linguistic or propositional conception:
matter is the propositional vehicle that bears the modal qualification, not the ontological state that the
modality signifies. Consequently, for Suhrawardi, the “fundamental modalities” (ummahat al-jihat)
are three, but these are effectively the traditional matters of Avicenna. I argue that Suhrawardi has
inadvertently or deliberately collapsed Avicenna’s signifier-signified distinction, treating the modality
as a metalogical predicate and the matter as an object-language proposition. One consequence is that
the multiplicity of matters becomes meaningless: if matter is just the bare proposition, then there are as
many matters as there are propositions, and the rich Avicennan ontology of modal states is replaced by
a syntactic notion of aptness. | also note that Suhrawardi occasionally refers to the meanings (ma ‘ani)
of modal terms as “modalities,” further indicating that he does not recognize an extra-linguistic
“matter” distinct from both the proposition and its modal descriptor.

7. Conclusion

In the end, | establish that the Avicenna-Suhrawardi divergence represents two irreconcilable
paradigms. Avicenna’s nafs al-amr approach treats matter as the real, truth-making modal state of the
world, making modality a representational sign. Suhraward1’s approach treats matter as the proposition
itself (or its “fitness” for a modality), making modality a comment on that proposition. The paper’s
findings challenge standard narratives that present a smooth, cumulative development of Arabic modal
logic. Instead, they reveal a fundamental fork: subsequent logicians, such as Afdal al-Din al-Khiinaj,
Athtr al-Din al-Abhari, and Nagir al-Din al-Tas1, were forced to navigate between these two poles,
often inconsistently. The Avicennan path leads to a proliferation of matters (as many as there are
distinct modal meanings), while the Suhrawardian path tends toward a reduction of matters to three
(necessity, possibility, impossibility) precisely because it identifies matter with the proposition that
receives these three determinations. This study, the first of two parts, thus reorients our understanding
of modal logic in the Islamic tradition, showing that the matter-modality distinction is not a technical
nicety but a battleground for competing conceptions of logic’s relationship to language, mind, and
reality. A subsequent paper will trace the reception of these two approaches in Fakhr al-Din al-Razi
and later logicians, demonstrating their lasting impact on the post-classical tradition.
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